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Cuban  Refugees  Speak  Out: 

‘  I  am  a  homosexual  and  nothing  but 
a  homosexual.  I  was  always  a  prisoner/ 
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Jerry  Falwell  addresses  crowds  at  Concord,  NH  rally.  Michael  Glover 


Small  Demo  At 
Falwell  Rally 


By  Michael  Glover 

CONCORD,  NH  —  A  dozen 
demonstrators  held  a  silent  vigil 
protesting  the  latest  fundamental¬ 
ist  “I  Love  America”  rally,  held 
here  October  14,  and  watched  tele¬ 
vision  evangelist  Jerry  Falwell 
exhort  hundreds  of  his  supporters 
“to  become  an  army  of  god¬ 
fearing  moralist  Americans.” 

The  protesters  carried  signs  pro¬ 
claiming  “Stop  the  decline  and 
Falwell  of  America,”  “The  Moral 
Majority  is  sexist,  racist,  and 
fascist,”  “Rep.  Bauman  is  one  of 
you  and  one  of  us”,  along  with  a 
large  banner  from  Dignity/Integ¬ 
rity  of  Concord,  organizers  of  the 
vigil. 

Against  a  fluttering  backdrop  of 
26  American  flags  and  the  freshly- 
scrubbed,  nearly  all-white  faces  of 
the  Liberty  Baptist  College  Sing¬ 
ers,  Falwell  preached  his  message 
of  fundamentalist  Christianity, 
patriotism,  and  morality  in 
politics. 

“This  whole  country  is  in  trou¬ 
ble,”  Falwell  told  the  crowd  of 
2,000,  “and  the  time  has  come 
when  good  people  need  to  stand 
up  and  do  something  about  it. 

“Suppose  those  people  who 
landed  at  Plymouth  Rock  had 
been  passive.  Suppose  they  had 
listened  to  the  other  crowd  say, 
‘Hey,  religion  and  politics  don’t 
mix.’ 

“I’m  convinced  in  my  heart, 
that  if  America  survives  the 
1980’s,  it  will  be  because  we’ve 
come  back  to  the  Christian  prin¬ 
ciples  this  nation  was  founded 
on.” 

Falwell  is  head  of  the  New  Right 
Christian  political  lobby  Moral 
Majority,  which  opposes  abor¬ 
tion,  homosexuality,  and  the 
Equal  Rights  Amendment,  while 
supporting  prayer  in  the  schools 
and  “a  strong  national  defense.” 

Based  on  his  weekly  “Old  Time 
Gospel  Hour,”  shown  by  televi¬ 
sion  stations  across  the  country, 
the  Lynchburg,  Virginia  preacher 
has  built  a  far-reaching  network  of 
Christian  schools,  churches,  and 
lobbying  groups. 


One  of  the  demonstrators.  Rev. 

Robert  Wheatly  of  Boston,  told 

GCN,  “I  hope  Falwell  won’t  be, 
but  I’m  afraid  he  can  be  very  dan¬ 
gerous,  because  he  manages  such 
an  insidious,  clever  mixture  of 
religion  and  politics.” 

Dressed  in  full  clerical  regalia, 
Wheatly  attracted  much  attention 
as  he  carried  a  sign  saying  “Proud 
to  be  Gay  and  a  Unitarian-Univer- 
salist  Minister.” 

Falwell  mentioned  homosexual¬ 
ity  only  briefly.  Explaining  that  he 
did  not  call  for  the  resignation  of 
Rep.  Robert  Bauman  of  Maryland 
(who  allegedly  solicited  sex  from  a 
16-year-old  male),  the  evangelist 
said  he  offered  Bauman  “forgive¬ 
ness  and  prayer.” 

However  Falwell  added  that  if 
Bauman  was  running  for  election 
in  his  district,  he  would  not  vote 
for  the  congressman. 

“We’re  not  out  to  condemn 
people,”  Falwell  continued. 
“We’re  not  against  homosexuals; 
we’re  against  homosexuality. 

“We  preachers  and  Christians 
and  god-fearing  Americans  have 
never  had  a  problem  distinguish¬ 
ing  between  the  offender  and  the 
offense. 

“We  hate  homosexuality,  but 
we  love  homosexuals.” 

Falwell  had  no  words  of  love  for 
the  demonstrators  who  disrupted 
his  Madison,  Wisconsin  rally  last 
month  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8  No.  11). 

The  demonstrators  “shouted 
words  that  I  couldn’t  repeat  to 
you,”  Falwell  reported. 

“When  we  pledge  allegiance  to 
the  flag,  they  decried  the  flag; 
when  we  prayed,  they  blasphemed 
God;  when  we  preached,  they 
cursed,  shouted  vulgar  words  and 
profanities. 

“Some  of  our  little  girls,  thank 
you  for  praying,  these  little  girls 
here,  were  weeping  while  they  were 
singing.” 

Singing  at  the  Concord  rally  was 
provided  by  the  red,  white  and 
blue-clad  Liberty  Baptist  College 
Singers,  lip-synching  to  pre¬ 
recorded  orchestra  and  chorus. 

continued  on  page  6 


Law  School  Bans  FBI, 
Citing  Anti-Gay  Policies 


Compiled  by  Denise  Sudell 

PHILADELPHIA  —  Temple 
University  School  of  Law  has 
refused  to  allow  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI)  to 
interview  its  law  students  as  part  of 
a  special  recruitment  day  because 
of  the  agency’s  alleged  anti-gay 
policies. 

The  ban  resulted  from  a  com¬ 
plaint  by  13  Temple  law  students, 
who  charged  that  the  FBI  violated 
the  law  school’s  placement  office 
policy  prohibiting  use  of  the 
office’s  services  and  facilities  by 
any  prospective  employer  who  dis¬ 
criminates  against  employees  or 
applicants  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
preference. 

Although  Temple  Law  School 
Dean  Peter  J.  Liacouras  offered 
FBI  Director  William  Webster  and 
Assistant  Director  John  Mintz  the 
opportunity  to  appeal  the  law 


school’s  decision,  the  FBI  officials 
did  not  respond. 

The  decision  to  ban  the  FBI 
came  after  a  unanimous  finding  by 
a  placement  review  panel  appoint¬ 
ed  by  the  law  school’s  acting  dean 
and  the  chair  of  its  placement 
committee  that  the  agency  did, 
indeed,  discriminate  on  the  basis 
of  sexual  preference. 

The  law  school’s  faculty  adopt¬ 
ed  the  panel’s  recommendation  to 
ban  the  FBI  from  recruitment  at 
Temple  by  a  two-thirds  vote. 

According  to  a  confidential 
report  submitted  by  Marina 
Angel,  chair  of  the  placement 
review  panel,  the  decision  was 
based  on  a  statement  submitted  to 
the  District  of  Columbia  Circuit 
Court  of  Apopeals  in  the  case  of 
Ashton  v.  Civiletti.  According  to 
Angel’s  report,  that  statement 
read:  “The  Federal  Bureau  of 


Investigation  has  always  had  an 
absolute  policy  of  dismissing 
proven  or  admitted  homosexuals 
from  its  employ.” 

In  her  report,  Angel  said  that 
when  Mintz  was  notified  that  the 
panel  had  found  probable  cause  to 
exclude  the  FBI  from  recruitment 
procedures  at  Temple,  he  respond¬ 
ed  with  a  letter  quoting  FBI  Di¬ 
rector  Webster  as  saying  that  the 
agency  “treat[ s  homosexuality]  as 
a  factor,  and  I  must  say  in  candor, 
it’s  a  significant  factor.  It’s  a 
troublesome  thing.  ...  I  hope 
that  at  some  point  we  will  have  a 
better  understanding  of  the 
problem  and  the  policy  that 
should  be  addressed  to  it.”  (The 
emphasis  was  added  by  Angel.) 

“The  last  paragraph  quoted 
makes  clear  that  sexual  preference 
is  a  significant  factor  for  FBI 
continued  on  page  7 


Cal.  Conference  Supports 
International  UN  Protest 


By  John  Kyper 

SAN  JOSE,  CA  —  One  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five  lesbian  and 
gay  activists  from  around  Cali¬ 
fornia,  meeting  in  the  first  state¬ 
wide  conference  for  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  in  this  city  during  the 
weekend  of  Oct.  10  through  12, 
voted  to  support  an  international 
lesbian  and  gay  demonstration  at 

the  United  Nations  and  a  lobbying 

day  in  Sacramento,  the  state 
capital.  Both  actions  are  scheduled 
for  next  year.  A  proposal  for  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  tax  protest  was  not  as 
successful. 

The  conference  was  co-spon- 
sored  by  Lambda  Association  of 
San  Jose  and  by  the  Los  Angeles 
March  Committee. 

The  keynote  speaker  was  Dave 
Stewart,  member  and  former  chair 
of  the  Human  Rights  Commission 
of  Santa  Clara  County.  He  is  also 
past  president  of  the  California 


Human  Rights  Association  and 
the  only  openly  gay  public  official 
in  Santa  Clara. 

Speaking  of  the  three-to-one  de¬ 
feat  in  June  of  lesbian  and  gay  or¬ 
dinances  in  San  Jose  and  Santa 
Clara  County,  Stewart  declared, 
“We  are  here  to  let  the  funda¬ 
mentalists  know  that  we  are  not 
going  to  go  away.”  He  attacked 

the  forces  of  the  Moral  Majority 

battling  against  lesbian  and  gay 
rights,  who,  he  charged,  “pervert 
the  Bible  and  pervert  common 
sense.” 

In  one  instance,  Stewart  said, 
their  tactics  backfired.  A  Moral 
Majority  “fact  sheet”  purporting 
to  demonstrate  that  “gays  recruit 
at  high  schools,”  reprinted  a 
mimeographed  flyer  by  the  Gay 
Youth  Support  Group — including 
its  address  and  telephone  number. 
The  piece  received  a  bulk  mailing 
of  20,000,  and  over  100  youths 


from  fundamentalist  homes  called 
to  inquire. 

Seventeen  action  resolutions 
were  considered  Saturday  after¬ 
noon.  Delegates  voted  to  support 
lesbian  and  gay  efforts  in  an  advi¬ 
sory  referendum  in  Palo  Alto 
scheduled  for  March  or  May  of 
1981.  In  June,  the  lesbian  and  gay 
initiative  lost  more  narrowly  there 
than  anywhere  else  in  Santa  Clara 
County,  by  a  margin  of  51  to  49 
percent.  When  a  lesbian  and  gay 
rights  ordinance  was  proposed  to 
the  Palo  Alto  city  council,  the 
council  referred  the  matter  to  a 
popular  vote. 

In  a  similar  advisory  referen¬ 
dum,  a  lesbian  and  gay  rights  reso¬ 
lution  was  defeated  in  the  univer¬ 
sity  city  of  Davis  on  the  same  day 
that  the  Santa  Clara  ordinances 
went  down  to  defeat. 

Noting  the  anti-gay  actions  by 
continued  on  page  7 


Do  Tampons,  Sponges  Cause 
Toxic  Shock  Syndrome? 


Compiled  by  Jil  Clark 

ATLANTA  —  Three  more 
women,  one  age  16,  the  other  two 
in  their  twenties,  have  died  of 
Toxic  Shock  Syndrome  (TSS)  in 
the  past  two  weeks,  bringing  the 
death  toll  to  25  this  year.  The 
Center  for  Disease  Control  (CDC) 
thinks  it  is  significant  that  all  three 
were  using  tampons  when  they  be¬ 
came  ill. 

The  CDC,  in  the  Sept.  26  issue 
of  the  Morbidity  and  Mortality 
Weekly  Report  (MMWR),  pub¬ 
lished  a  study  which  indicated  that 
women  using  Rely,  the  “super 
tampon”  made  by  Proctor  and 
Gamble,  are  running  the  highest 
risk  of  contracting  the  disease. 

In  response,  Proctor  and  Gam¬ 
ble  has  mounted  a  four-week  pub¬ 
licity  campaign  on  television,  on 
radio  and  in  major  newspapers, 
warning  women  of  possible  danger 
of  tampon  use  and  urging  Rely 
users  to  return  the  product  to 
Proctor  and  Gamble  for  a  full 
refund. 

The  Food  and  Drug  Adminis¬ 
tration  (FDA)  is  meeting  with  all 
tampon  producers  this  week  to 
urge  them  to  print  a  warning  label 
on  their  tampon  packages  and 
wants  to  make  the  label  manda¬ 


tory. 

According  to  the  latest  CDC 
count,  which  grew  by  15  percent 
last  week,  408  women  have  been 
stricken  with  the  staph-type  dis¬ 
ease  since  1975  and  at  least  40  have 
died.  In  1980  alone,  299  cases  of 
TSS  have  been  reported,  all  but 
four  affecting  women. 

Is  this  dramatic  rise  in  reported 
incidence  of  the  disease  in  1980 
due  to  spread  of  TSS  or  spread  of 
word  of  the  disease  to  its  once- 
baffled  victims  and  their  health 
workers?  Bob  Alden,  from  the 
CDC  press  office,  believes  that  “it 
is  entirely  possible  that  the  num¬ 
bers  [in  the  report]  are  smaller 
than  actuality,  since  reporting  [by 
doctors]  of  cases  of  TSS  is  still 
voluntary.”  Alden  predicts  that, 
with  the  publicity  the  disesase  is 
getting  now,  more  and  more  cases 
will  be  reported. 

Last  January,  the  Wisconsin 
State  Health  Department  brought 
the  TSS  phenomenon  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  CDC.  At  that  time, 
health  officials  associated  the 
disease  with  menstruation,  but  not 
with  tampon  use. 

Five  months  later,  having  con¬ 
ducted  telephone  interviews  with 
female  TSS  victims,  the  CDC 


asserted  that  TSS  could  not  be 
correlated  to  contraceptive  use, 
frequency  or  infrequency  of 
heterosexual  intercourse,  or 
marital  status.  It  concluded  on 
June”  27  that  the  disease  was 
somehow  associated  with  tampon 
use,  though  not  with  any 
particular  brand  of  tampon. 

However,  further  study  revealed 
a  higher  incidence  of  TSS  for 
women  using  Rely,  the  “new  kind 
of  tampon  .  .  .  made  of  tiny 
sponges  and  super-absorbent 
Fibers”  which,  Proctor  and 
Gamble  once  boasted,  “even 
absorbs  the  worry.” 

In  mid-September,  the  CDC  re¬ 
ported  that,  of  42  women  with 
TSS,  71  percent  were  found  to 
have  been  using  Rely,  although 
only  26  percent  of  the  women  in  a 
control  sample  said  they  were  Rely 
users.  (Rely  was  most  popular 
among  women  in  this  control 
study,  while  Playtex  was  used  by 
19  percent,  Tampax  by  5  percent, 
Kotex  and  O.B.,  each  by  2  per¬ 
cent.) 

Very  little  is  known  for  certain 
about  the  disease,  which  was  dis¬ 
covered  only  two  years  ago.  The 
CDC  thinks  that  it  may  be  a  new 
continued  on  page  9 


Hews  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“You  can’t  believe  the  love  we  now  have  for  each 
other . . .  Our  wives  might  not  like  hearing  a  bunch  of 
guys  all  saying  ‘I  love  you.’  But  that’s  the  way  we  feel 
about  each  other.”  i 

—  Mike  Schmidt,  veteran  third  baseman  of  the 
Philadelphia  Phillies  baseball  team,  after  the  team 
won  its  first  National  League  pennant  in  30  years. 
Quoted  in  the  Boston  Globe,  October  13,  1980. 


faggots  and  ignoramuses 

LOS  ANGELES  —  Two  judges,  including  the 
first  openly  gay  man  appointed  to  the  California 
bench,  have  asked  a  federal  judge  to  submit  his 
resignation  after  making  anti-gay  remarks  in  the 
courtroom. 

Judge  A.  Andrew  Hauk  of  U.S.  District  Court  was 
asked  by  California  Superior  Court  Judge  Stephen 
Lachs,  appointed  by  Governor  Edmund  (Jerry)  Brown 
as  the  first  openly  gay  judge  last  year,  and  Van  Nuys 
Municipal  Court  Judge  Rand  Schrader  to  resign  or  re¬ 
tract  his  statements. 

While  sentencing  a  Mexican  who  had  crossed 
the  border  illegally,  Hauk  said,  “I  don’t  know  what’s 
happening.  We  let  all  these  Iranian  ignoramuses  in, 
but  not  this  young  man  who  wants  to  support  his 
child.  And  he’s  not  even  a  fag,  like  all  those  faggots 
from  Cuba  we’re  letting  in.”  The  remark  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  Aug.  18  issue  of  the  Los  Angeles  Daily 
Journal,  a  legal  publication. 

It  was  revealed  last  week  that  after  publication 
of  the  comment,  Lachs  and  Schrader  wrote  a  letter  to 
Hauk  telling  him  that  they  had  been  “deeply  offended 
and  dismayed”  by  the  remark  and  that  they  felt  he 
should  resign  or  retract. 

Hauk  wrote  to  Lachs  and  Schrader  last  week, 
telling  them  that  their  criticism  was  “presumptuous 
and  arrogant.”  According  to  the  New  York  Times, 
Hauk  said  that  his  job  was  “to  enforce  and  apply  the 
law  as  it  is,  not  as  altered  or  amended  by  the  at¬ 
tempts  of  activists  to  legalize  passing  fads  or  fan¬ 
cies.” 


a  whole  pattern  of  behavior 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  An  influential  leader  of 
the  New  Right  has  called  for  the  resignation  of  Rep. 
Robert  Bauman  (R-MD)  from  Congress  and  from  a  na¬ 
tional  conservative  organization  because  of  charges 
that  he  sexually  solicited  a  teenage  boy  (see  GCN, 

Vol.  8,  No.  13). 

Paul  Weyrich,  head  of  the  Committee  for  the  Sur¬ 
vival  of  a  Free  Congress  (CFSFC),  said  Bauman  must 
resign  because  “he  can  no  longer  be  a  credible 
spokesman  for  these  [conservative]  causes  and 
indeed  has  done  damage  to  the  principles  which  he 
has  professed  belief,”  according  to  a  report  by  United 
Press  International. 

In  addition  to  his  congressional  office,  Bauman 
is  chair  of  the  American  Conservative  Union,  and  has 
consistently  opposed  lesbian  and  gay  rights  efforts. 

Bauman  has  pleaded  innocent  in  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  Superior  Court  to  the  morals  charge  involving 
a  16-year  old  boy  last  April.  The  government  said  it 
would  drop  the  charges  if  Bauman  completes  an 
alcoholism  rehabilitation  program  which  he  has 
agreed  to  enter. 

Weyrich  was  flanked  at  a  news  conference  by 
Bill  Marscher  of  the  Religious  Roundtable  and  Jack 
Clayton  of  the  American  Association  of  Christian 
Schools.  Both  said  their  organizations  joined 
Weyrich’s  statement. 

Weyrich  said  the  conservative  movement  would 
be  hindered  in  fighting  its  moral  and  philosophical 
battles  if  Bauman  remained  in  a  leadership  position 
“because  it  is  impossible  to  defend  his  alleged  ac¬ 
tions.” 

Weyrich  said  he  decided  to  make  a  public  appeal 
for  Bauman’s  resignation  when  he  learned  that  the 
case  involved  allegations  of  “a  whole  pattern  of  be¬ 
havior”  rather  than  the  single  incident  for  which 
Bauman  was  charged. 


toronto  lesbian  family  fighting 

TORONTO  —  “Sometimes  I  feel  like  I  want  to 
stop  fighting,  but  then  Mommy  tells  me  she  gets  tired 
of  fighting  too,  but  she  does  it  because  she  loves  us. 
We’ve  talked  about  it  and  we’re  going  to  keep  fighting 
until  we  win." 

These  are  the  words  of  nine-year  old  Lisa 
Bezaire,  whose  mother  Gayle,  is  fighting  to  regain 
custody  of  both  Lisa  and  her  eight-year  old  brother. 
According  to  The  Grapevine,  a  Toronto  newsletter  for 
lesbian  mothers,  Gayle  Bezaire  is  hoping  to  get  a 
reversal  of  an  April,  1979  decision  which  gave  cus¬ 
tody  to  the  children’s  father. 

In  the  new  suit,  a  judge  will  meet  with  three  psy¬ 
chologists  who  examined  the  children.  In  an  earlier 
court  ruling  in  this  case,  judges  said  that  homo¬ 
sexuality  should  not  be  a  factor  in  a  custody  case. 
What  is  contested  now  concerns  the  psychological 
state  of  the  children  as  a  esult  of  their  current 
assignment  to  their  father. 


mcc  conference 

WORCESTER,  MA  —  More  than  150  delegates 
from  New  York  and  New  England  are  expected  to  at¬ 
tend  the  fall  conference  of  the  Northeast  District  of 
the  Universal  Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Community 
Churches,  which  will  be  hosted  by  the  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  of  Worcester,  October  17  through 
19. 

This  is  the  first  time  in  the  six-year  history  of  the 
local  church  that  the  conference  takes  place  in  Wor¬ 
cester. 

The  conference  begins  on  Friday  evening,  October 
17,  with  registration  at  the  church  facilities  on  Wel¬ 
lington  Street  at  6  p.m.  will  be  served.  The  Board  of 
Home  Missions  will  meet  that  evening  at  9  p.m.  to 
discuss  business  relating  to  the  individual  churches, 
mission  and  studygroups  within  the  District.  An  in¬ 
formal  worship  service  will  be  held  at  10  p.m.  at  the 
former  Ports  O’Call  on  Main  Street. 

Saturday’s  plenary  session  will  be  held  at  the 
Unitarian-Universalist  Church  on  Holden  Street.  The 
day  begins  with  breakfast  at  8  a.m.,  while  the  morning 
session  is  entirely  devoted  to  a  simulation  game, 
“Lovable  MCC.” 

The  afternoon  schedule  includes  meetings  for 
deacons  and  exhorters,  as  well  as  a  two-hour  session 
on  lay  concerns. 

The  first  part  of  the  business  meeting  will  be 
held  following  a  special  dinner,  and  the  day  will  come 
to  an  end  with  the  traditional  Saturday  Evening 
Service  at  8:30  p.m.  Renee  McCoy,  assistant  district 
coordinator,  will  preach  the  sermon,  while  laity  from 
alt  the  churches  will  participate. 

Sunday’s  business  session  will  be  held  at  The 
Mailbox  on  Main  Street.  It  is  expected  that  the  con¬ 
ference  will  be  closed  shortly  before  noon  on  Sunday. 

Delegates  will  be  housed  with  members  and 
friends  of  MCC  throughout  the  city.  Those  who  can 
offer  housing  are  asked  to  call  the  church  office  at 
(617)  753-8360. 

Representatives  to  the  District  Conference  are 
expected  from  Boston,  Providence,  Hartford,  New 
Haven,  New  York  City,  Brooklyn,  Albany,  and  Syra¬ 
cuse.  The  Universal  Fellowship  of  Metropolitan  Com¬ 
munity  Churches  is  an  ecumenical,  Christian  church 
with  a  special  ministry  to  the  Gay/Lesbian  Com¬ 
munity.  Churches  are  now  located  in  ten  countries 
throughout  four  continents. 


women  almost  equal,  says  church 

VATICAN  CITY  —  American  Roman  Catholic 
Bishops,  meeting  in  the  Vatican  for  a  month  of  study 
of  the  Christian  family  in  modern  society,  have  de¬ 
clared  that  women  are  equal  to  men  in  the  eyes  of 
God,  although  they  cannot  be  ordained  as  priests. 

The  priests  went  on  to  state  that  their  church 
will  step  up  efforts  to  eliminate  racism  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  focusing  on  the  treatment  of  mi¬ 
grants,  particularly  Mexicans  who  are  in  the  United 
States  illegally.  In  a  paper  presented  by  Archbishop 
Sanchez  of  Santa  Fe.  N.M.,  it  was  said  that  “Although 
great  members  of  a  particular  ethnic  or  language 
group  may  be  present  in  a  parish,  often  little  or  no  ef¬ 
fort  is  made  by  the  local  parish  priest  to  welcome 
these  newcomers  into  the  parish  family.” 


bedfellows  make  strange  politics? 

JACKSON,  Ml  —  Rep.  Jon  Hinson,  who  dis¬ 
closed  his  involvement  in  homosexually  related  in¬ 
cidents  publicly  last  August,  is  leading  in  his  race  for 
re-election.  According  to  the  New  York  Times, 
Hinson’s  support  comes  because  of  his  consistent 
conservative  voting  record,  leading  Mississippiansto 
prefer  him  over  his  two  liberal  opponents. 

Hinson  confessed  to  having  been  present  at  an 
all-male  theater  in  Washington,  D.C.  when  it  burned 
down  in  1977,  causing  nine  deaths.  Hinson’s  state¬ 
ments  have  evidently  been  included  in  depositions 
for  civil  lawsuits  concerning  that  fire.  He  has  also 
disclosed  that  at  a  cruising  area  at  the  Iwo  Jima 
Monument  in  Washington  he  was  arrested  and  paid  a 
$100  fine. 

One  of  Hinson’s  financial  backers,  W.D. 
Mounger,  stated  that  “You’d  think  a  man  who  had  ac¬ 
knowledged  frequenting  a  homosexual  theater  would 
have  been  run  out  of  Mississippi.  But  he’s  got  a  great 
voting  record.  He’s  been  with  the  conservatives  on 
every  issue  right  down  the  line. 

“There  are  folks  that  think  we  would  rather  have 
a  queer  conservative  than  a  macho,  all-man  liberal, 
and  they  may  be  right,  but  he  says  he  is  not  a  homo¬ 
sexual  and  never  performed  a  homosexual  act,  and  I 
believe  him.  If  I  didn’t  believe  him,  I  couldn’t  support 
him.” 

One  of  Hinson’s  opponents,  Democrat  Britt  Sin¬ 
gletary,  said  “He’s  as  fine  a  political  actor  as  you’ve 
ever  seen,  and  I  think  many,  many  people  believed 
him  when  he  said  he  was  not  gay.  When  you  add  to 
that  his  religious  conversion  and  his  marriage  to  a 
pretty  young  lady,  they  believe  him  more.  Of  course, 
there’s  nothing  Mississippians  like  more  than  for¬ 
giveness.” 


down  with  the  daikon 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  After  more  than  six  years 
of  mounting  evidence  of  the  medical  risks  to  women 
using  the  Daikon  Shield  intrauterine  birth  control 
device,  its  beleaguered  manufacturer,  A.H.  Robins 
Co.,  has  finally  recommended  its  removal  from  the 
bodies  of  women  users,  even  if  they  have  never  had  a 
problem  with  it.  The  company  based  its  recommenda¬ 
tion  on  indications  that  long-term  use  of  the  shield, 
and  potentially  of  any  IUD,  leads  to  an  increased  risk 
of  pelvic  inflammatory  disease. 

The  San  Francisco  Bay  Guardian  reports  that 
Robins  is  sending  letters  to  physicians  recommend¬ 
ing  that  the  lUDs  be  removed  at  the  users’  next  regu¬ 
lar  examination.  But  the  San  Francisco-based  Coa¬ 
lition  for  the  Medical  Rights  of  Women  (CMRW)  says 
that  this  mass  removal  creates  a  serious  information 
gap,  as  well  as  certain  risks  for  the  unknown 
thousands  or  millions  of  women  (the  company  has  no 
figures)  still  wearing  “old”  Daikon  Shields,  put  in 
place  before  they  were  withdrawn  from  the  market  in 
early  1975. 

In  an  interview  with  the  CMRU,  Robins’s  spokes- 
people  admitted  that  their  physicians’  letter  con¬ 
tained  no  suggestions  for  the  safe  removal  of  the 
Shield.  The  device  could  be  embedded  in  the  wearer’s 
uterus,  and  in  some  cases  may  require  surgical  re¬ 
moval.  It  is  also  unclear  whether  the  company  plans 
to  pick  up  the  tab  for  any  medical  or  related  costs 
involved. 

The  CMRW  has  published  a  short  pamphlet, 
“First  Aid  for  Daikon  Shield  Victims,”  available  free 
from  its  office,  1638B  Haight,  San  Francisco,  CA 
94117,(415)621-8030. 


confined  to  legal  marriage 

DUBLIN,  IRELAND  —  This  city’s  High  Court  has 
upheld  Ireland’s  law  against  homosexual  acts, 
rejecting  a  university  professor’s  contention  that  the 
law  was  unconstitutional. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  David  Norris, 
a  founding  member  and  chair  of  Irish  Gay  Rights, 
said  he  would  continue  his  battle  to  legalize  lesbian 
and  gay  male  sex  acts  here. 

“There  will  be  an  appeal  to  the  Irish  Supreme 
Court  and  we’ll  take  the  case  on  to  the  European 

Court  of  Human  Rights  If  necessary,”  said  Norris,  a 

lecturer  in  English  at  Trinity  College  here. 

Norris,  an  openly  gay  man,  sued  the  attorney 
general  in  July  to  declare  sections  of  the  Offenses 
Against  the  Person  Act  of  1861  to  be  inconsistent 
with  the  Irish  constitution.  Judge  Herbert  McWilliam 
ruled  that  the  statutes  do  not  violate  the  constitution 
and  added  that  sexuality  should  be  confined  to  legal 
marriage. 


disintegrating  into  nothingness 

SALT  LAKE  CITY,  UT  —  Mormon  Church  Presi¬ 
dent  Spencer  W.  Kimball,  opening  a  conference  mark¬ 
ing  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  church’s  founding, 
warned  here  that  an  erosion  of  family  life  will  cause 
society  to  “disintegrate  into  nothingness.” 

“We  know  that  when  things  go  wrong  in  the  fam¬ 
ily,  things  go  wrong  in  every  other  institution  in 
society,”  Kimball  told  the  two-day  semi-annual  Gen¬ 
eral  Conference  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Lat¬ 
ter-day  Saints,  according  to  a  report  by  the  Associ¬ 
ated  Press. 

“Society  without  basic  family  life  is  without 
foundation  and  will  disintegrate  into  nothingness,” 
Kimball  said. 

One  of  the  factors  Kimball  and  other  church  offi¬ 
cials  believe  will  erode  family  unity  is  the  passage  of 
the  proposed  Equal  Rights  Amendment  (ERA).  Mor¬ 
mon  women  are  barred  from  the  church’s  lay  priest¬ 
hood,  which  is  held  by  all  worthy  males  12  and  over. 

ERA  supporters,  including  excommunicated 
feminist  Sonia  Johnson,  head  of  Mormons  for  ERA, 
picketed  the  conference  on  its  second  day  to  protest 

the  church’s  opposition  to  the  amendment. 

* 


cbs  responds 

NEW  YORK  —  CBS  will  respond  to  the  National 
News  Council  report  saying  that  their  documentary 
Gay  Power,  Gay  Politics  was  unfair  in  part  (see  GCN, 
Vol.  8,  No.  12)  at  the  close  of  their  next  CBS  Reports, 
titled  The  Saudis,  on  Tuesday,  Oct.  21  at  10  p.m. 
(check  local  listings  for  exact  time  and  station). 

According  to  GCN  sources,  Robert  Chandler, 
CBS  vice-president  for  public  affairs,  will  appear  on 
the  program.  The  sources  quoted  Chandler  as  saying, 
“I  don’t  agree  with  any  of  the  Council’s  findings.  They 
range  from  being  wrong  to  being  silly.” 


Gay  Community  News,  October  25, 1980 
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NOW  Denounces  Reagan, 
Lengthens  Smeal’s  Term 


SAN  ANTONIO  —  The  Na¬ 
tional  Organization  for  Women 
(NOW)  closed  this  year’s  three- 
day  convention  here  recently  after 
a  majority  of  the  2000  delegates 
attending  voted  to  change  the 
organization’s  bylaws  to  extend 
the  term  of  its  current  president, 
Eleanor  Smeal,  and  to  avoid  en¬ 
dorsing  any  particular  candidate  in 
the  race  for  president  of  the  United 
States. 

The  votes  on  the  two  presiden¬ 
cies  capped  the  hottest  controver¬ 
sies  at  this  year’s  convention  of  the 
nation’s  largest  mainstream  femin¬ 
ist  organization. 

Smeal’s  second  two-year  term 
was  scheduled  to  expire  in  1981, 
and  NOW  bylaws  prohibited  a 
president  from  holding  office  for 
more  than  two  consecutive  terms. 


Supporters  of  the  bylaw  change 
argued  that  changing  NOW’s  lead¬ 
ership  during  the  final  months 
before  the  June  1982  deadline  for 
ratification  of  the  Equal  Rights 
Amendment,  would  hurt  the  or¬ 
ganization’s  concerted  efforts 
toward  passage  of  that  amend¬ 
ment. 

“I  think  it  would  be  a  serious 
handicap  to  break  the 
momentum,”  Betsy  Thomas 
Enochs,  an  Idaho  delegate  and 
supporter  of  the  change,  told  the 
New  York  Times. 

Opponents  of  the  bylaw  change, 
however,  contended  that  the  by¬ 
law  change  would  do  more  harm 
than  good,  damaging  NOW’s 
democratic  principles  and  helping 
turn  it  into  almost  a  single-issue 
organization. 


“I  think  a  new  perspective  is 
needed,”  Joyce  Sogg,  who  op¬ 
posed  the  bylaw  change,  told  the 
Times.  “We  need  some  new  ideas 
and  some  new  thinking.  The  mem¬ 
bership  in  general  is  dissatisfied 
with  the  direction  the  organization 
is  taking;  we’ve  done  all  these 
things  and  we  haven’t  ratified  a 
state,  so  let’s  do  something  else.” 

The  controversy  recalled  to 
some  observers  the  battle  at  last 
year’s  convention  over  Smeal’s 
support  of  Jane  Wells-Schooley,  a 
non-lesbian,  over  Arlie  Scott,  an 
open  lesbian  and  the  incumbent, 
for  the  position  of  vice-president 
in  charge  of  action  (see  GCN,  Vol. 
7,  No.  14).  At  the  time,  many  sup¬ 
porters  of  Scott  accuse  Smeal  of 
forming  a  “political  machine”  to 
continued  on  page  6 


Milwaukee  Council  Blocks 
Rights  Law  Referendum 


Compiled  by  David  Jernigan 
MILWAUKEE  —  This  city’s 
Common  Council,  by  a  vote  of 
9-7,  has  tabled  a  resolution  intro¬ 
duced  by  Alderman  Richard 
Spaulding  to  have  the  question  of 
the  city’s  recently  enacted  lesbian 
and  gay  rights  ordinance  put  to  a 
city- wide  referendum  vote  in  the 
November  4  general  election. 

Spaulding’s  resolution  was  the 
subject  of  a  lengthy  and  highly 
emotional  public  hearing  called  by 
the  chair  of  the  Judiciary  and 
Legislation  Committee  of  the 
Common  Council.  At  the  hearing 
lesbian  and  gay  leaders  and  sup¬ 
porters  stressed  the  concept  of  rep¬ 
resentative  government  and  that 
human  rights  are  not  debatable 
and  must  not  be  put  to  a  vote  of 
the  citizens. 

The  council’s  latest  action  thus 
leaves  the  ordinance  in  effect. 

The  ordinance,  passed  by  the 
Milwaukee  City  Council  last  July 
and  already  in  effect,  protects  gay 
men  and  lesbians  from  discrimin¬ 
ation  in  jobs  with  the  city  and  with 
private  employers  doing  business 
with  the  city. 

Fundamentalist  Christian  groups 
have  opposed  the  measure  from 
the  start.  After  its  passage,  leaders 
of  those  groups  began  collecting 


signatures  on  a  petition  to  place  the  Breier  case. 


the  issue  on  the  ballot.  However, 
the  city  attorney  recently  advised 
the  petitioners  that  since  Wiscon¬ 
sin  has  no  legal  provisions  for 
binding  referenda,  their  petition 
drive  is  pointless. 

At  the  same  time,  a  coalition  of 
citizens  led  by  the  Civil  Liberties 
Union  has  been  collecting  signa¬ 
tures  calling  for  the  removal  of 
police  chief  Harold  Breier,  who  is 
appointed  for  life  and  who  has 
come  under  fire  for  alleged  insen¬ 
sitivity  to  the  concerns  of  minori¬ 
ties  and  women  around  such 
issues  as  hiring,  rape,  and  harass¬ 
ment  of  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
When  advised  by  the  city  attorney 
that  their  petitions  would  also 
have  no  legal  force,  the  Coalition 
to  Oust  Police  Chief  Breier  took 
the  matter  to  court. 

The  case  was  decided  last 
Monday  in  favor  of  the  city,  and 
on  the  basis  of  the  court’s  deci¬ 
sion,  the  City  Council  voted  to 
table  discussion  of  both  the  anti- 
Breier  and  the  anti-ordinance  peti¬ 
tions.  The  coalition  seeking 
Breier’s  ouster  announced  it  will 
appeal  the  court’s  decision,  and 
opponents  of  the  new  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  measure  claim  to  be 
holding  their  petition  drive  in 
abeyance  pending  the  outcome  of 


Support  for  the  ordinance  came 
from  a  broad  spectrum  of  Mil¬ 
waukee  organizations.  Sponsored 
by  the  Committee  for  Funda¬ 
mental  Judeo-Christian  Human 
Rights,  comprised  of  representa¬ 
tives  from  the  city’s  United  Meth¬ 
odist,  Presbyterian,  Lutheran, 
Episcopal,  Congregational 

(U.C.C.)  and  Catholic  churches, 
the  measure  also  received  backing 
from  labor  unions,  women’s  or¬ 
ganizations,  the  Civil  Liberties 
Union,  every  local  media  outlet 
except  the  fundamentalist  radio 
station,  and  others. 

According  to  Eldon  Murray  of 
the  Milwaukee  Gay  People’s 
Union,  mainline  religious 

groups  in  Milwaukee  continue  to 
work  to  protect  the  new  ordin¬ 
ance,  as  part  of  larger  joint  efforts 
to  minimize  the  local  impact  of 
such  national  fundamentalist  poli¬ 
tical  groups  as  Moral  Majority 
and  Christian  Voice. 

In  light  of  these  local  organizing 
efforts,  Murray  said,  “we  don’t 
think  we’re  going  to  lose  our  gay 
rights  law.  In  this  community, 
[the  struggle  over  it]  will  boil 
down  to  mainstream  religion  ver¬ 
sus  the  fundamentalists,  and  the 
fundamentalists  don’t  have  a 
prayer.” 


Pulley:  Radical  Change 
Needed  For  Liberation 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  Andrew  Pulley, 
presidential  candidate  of  the  So¬ 
cialist  Workers  Party  (SWP),  be¬ 
lieves  that  the  liberation  of  lesbi¬ 
ans  and  gay  men,  like  the  libera¬ 
tion  of  all  oppressed  people,  re¬ 
quires  radical  changes  in  society. 

“The  oppression  of  gays,  like 
the  oppression  of  anyone  else  in 
this  society,  plays  a  political  role 
and  in  some  ways  even  an  eco¬ 
nomic  role,”  he  told  GCN. 

“I  think  the  chief  role  is  poli¬ 
tical,  which  in  the  last  analysis  is 
economical.  The  people  who  rule 
this  country  have  a  set  of  so-called 
morals  which  are  totally  amoral 
when  it  comes  to  the  rights  of  gay 
people,  the  rights  of  women, 
lesbian  and  straight.” 

Pulley  stresses  the  need  for  a 
labor  party  in  the  United  States. 
“My  campaign  is  about  the  idea 
that  working  people  should  run 
this  country,  since  we  make  the 
country  run,”  he  said.  “We  have 
no  representation  right  now.  1 
think  we  need  a  labor  party  in 
power.” 

Pulley  adds,  “I  think  the  gay 
movement  needs  to  link  up  with 


the  whole  working-class  move¬ 
ment.  The  working  class  move¬ 
ment  itself  needs  to  change. 
There’s  nothing  perfect  or  sacred 
about  the  present  state  of  affairs 
in  the  labor  movement.” 

The  SWP  candidate  says  that 
whatever  conflicts  exist  between 
the  gay  and  lesbian  movement  and 
organized  labor  reflect  more  the 
attitudes  of  reactionary  leaders 
than  those  of  the  rank  and  file.  He 
calls  for  an  effort  to  “get  the  rank 
and  file  members  to  control  [the 
labor  movement],  to  use  it  to  fight 
for  its  interest,  no  only  on  eco¬ 
nomic  questions  but  on  all  social 
questions,  which  means  full  rights 
for  gay  people,  full  rights  for 
women,  full  rights  for  blacks,  and 
so  on.  These  are  fundamentally 
working-class  issues  that  are  of 
importance  to  the  broad  mass  of 
people,  whether  they’re  in  the 
working  class  or  not.” 

Pulley  views  the  apparent  re- 
emergence  of  the  right  wing  in  the 
United  States  more  as  a  shift  in 
the  leadership  than  as  a  trend  in 
the  people.  “I  think  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  what’s  moving  to  the 
Continued  on  page  1  7 


Susan  Fleischmann 

Demonstrators  picketed  the  Orson  Welles  Cinema  in  Cambridge  last 
week  to  protest  the  theater’s  “Schlock'  Film  Festival,”  which 
included  such  films  as  lisa,  She-Wolf  of  the  SS,  about  a  sadistic 
female  guard  in  a  Nazi  concentration  camp;  Little  Cigars,  about 
dwarf  gangsters;  and  Beyond  the  Valley  of  the  Dolls,  a  sexploitation 
film.  The  demonstrators  said  the  festival  was  offensive  to  Jews, 
women,  and  the  “physically  different.” 


NH  Activists  Meet 
In  First  Conference 


By  Steve  Wolf 

CONCORD,  NH  —  Speaking  to 
100  gay  men  and  women  here  on 
October  5,  political  activist  Tom 
Bastow  called  for  an  increase  in 
political  involvement  within  the 
gay  community.  He  also  told  par¬ 
ticipants  at  the  state’s  first  annual 
Symposium  of  Lesbians  and  Gay 
Men  that  they  have  essentially  one 
choice  among  presidential 
candidates,  and  that  is  Jimmy 
Carter. 

Bastow,  co-director  of  the 
National  Convention  Project, 
which  lobbied  presidential 
candidates  on  gay  issues  from  the 
primaries  through  the  conven¬ 
tions,  focused  on  the  growing 
political  influence  of  the 
evangelical  Christian  movement. 
As  its  allies  in  office,  he  named  a 
group  of  U.S.  Senators  who  have 
recently  joined  North  Carolina’s 
Jesse  Helms  in  Washington,  and 
warned  that  fresh  recruits  might 
well  be  on  their  way  to  Capitol  Hill 
after  next  month’s  election. 

Bastow  sees  in  the  movement  a 
direct  threat  to  the  rights  of 
lesbians  and  gay  males,  citing  an 
interview  in  which  evangelical 
leader  Jerry  Falwell  stated  he 
might  accept  the  idea  of  protecting 
gays’  rights.  “Jerry  Falwell  is  for 
civil  rights  for  gay  people  like  the 
Nazis  were  for  civil  rights  for 
Anne  Frank.  She  had  a  right  to 
exist  as  long  as  she  stayed  hidden; 
we  have  a  right  to  have  jobs,  to 
work  for  the  federal  government, 
so  long  as  he  doesn’t  know  we’re 
gay.” 

More  pertinent  than  Falwell’s 
comment,  said  Batow,  is  the 
Family  Protection  Act  sponsored 
by  Nevada  Senator  Paul  Laxalt.  It 
includes  provisions  to  deny  federal 
money  to  gay  community  groups, 
forbid  the  participation  of  Legal 
Services  lawyers  in  cases  involving 
gay  rights,  and  amend  the  U.S. 
Civil  Rights  Act  so  that  it  no 
longer  covers  antigay  discrim¬ 
ination. 

Bastow  drew  on  his  work  with 
the  Convention  Project,  a  joint 
effort  of  Gay  Rights  National 
Lobby  and  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force,  in  analyzing  the  presiden¬ 


tial  campaign.  He  praised  John 
Anderson’s  undiluted  support  for 
a  range  of  gay  issues,  but  he 
suggested  that  it  is  unrealistic  for 
lesbians  and  gay  males  to  support 
Anderson  in  any  state  that  Jimmy 
Carter  has  a  chance  of  carrying. 

“We  should  all  be  aware  that  a 
victory  for  Ronald  Reagan  this 
time  around  is  going  to  mean 
serious  trouble  for  us  over  the  next 
four  years,”  Bastow  said. 

Reagan’s  refusal  to  support  the 
ERA,  his  anti-abortion  stance, 
and  his  backing  of  Laxalt’s  bill  are 
positions  on  issues  of  major 
concern  to  gays  that  could  well 
become  federal  policy  in  his 
administration.  And  Reagan’s 
advisors,  now  purged  of  party 
centrists,  constitute  a  group  of 
ideologues;  Bastow  characterized 
them  later  in  the  day  as  “people 
who  are  very  close  to  being 
fascists.” 

All  of  which  he  said,  leaves 
lesbian  and  gay  voters  with  Carter, 
a  choice  Bastow  argued  is  not 
completely  unpalatable.  The  ad¬ 
ministration’s  record  is  not  a 
negative  one,  he  said,  contending 
that;  while  reluctant  to  take  highly 
visible  initiatives,  Carter  has 
moved  quietly  to  establish  policies 
or  more  strictly  enforce  legal 
rulings  that  protect  various  gay 
rights. 

In  fact,  Bastow  noted,  for  a 
president  who  has  been  attacked 
for  preferring  symbols  to  action. 
Carter  has  “always  been  pretty 
good  on  substance  on  gay  rights 
and  always  been  short  on 
symbols.”  It  was  only  under 
pressure  from  lesbian  and  gay 
political  forces  coordinated  by  the 
Convention  Project  —  and  in 
reaction  to  pro-gay  positions 
taken  by  Jerry  Brown  and  Ted 
Kennedy  —  that  Carter  began  to 
push  openly  for  the  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  plank  in  the  Democratic 
platform  this  summer. 

Bastow  concluded  with  a  call 
for  political  action.  “All  of  us 
should  be  aware  —  and  help  make 
our  gay  friends  aware  —  of  where 
Ronald  Reagan,  John  Anderson, 

continued  on  page  8 
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gurgling  over  sf 

Dear  GCN: 

Boy,  what  a  delight  it  was  to  see  the  latest  issue 
of  GCN\  I  was  down  in  Portland  on  Sunday,  and 
a  friend  there  had  already  read  it  (!)  but  couldn’t 
find  it  to  show  to  me.  Frustration!  Then  when  1 
got  home  on  Monday,  it  still  wasn’t  in  my  mail. 
But  there  was  a  post-card  from  a  friend  in 
Philadelphia,  gurgling  over  the  article  and 
bemoaning  having  been  forced  to  miss  the 
WorldCon.  More  frustration!  Then  the  issue 
finally  arrived  today,  and  I  got  to  read  what 
everyone  else  was  reading,  and  it  was  really 
exciting! 

Starting  at  the  start:  the  cover  seemed  a  bit 
bland  to  me.  Maybe  it  was  because  it  was  so  calm 
—  maybe  I’m  more  used  to  busy  line  drawings 
on  GCN  covers.  The  triangles  are  fairly  subtle, 
too,  so  at  first  1  thought  it  was  just  a  standard 
“well  we  have  to  do  a  sie  fie  picture”  drawing. 
It’s  a  nice  idea,  though  —  maybe  they’re  part  of 
an  expeditionary  force  mounted  by  the  Lavender 
Left  in  2019  in  celebration  of  Whitman’s  birth- 
year,  a  colonization  effort  bound  for  Ganymede 
(one  of  Jupiter’s  moons,  natch).  These  two  are 
among  the  advance  scouts,  out-bound  from  the 
mother-ship,  the  LLS  Johnston,  who’ve  just  had 
a  minor  accident  and  now  the  one  of  them  is  get¬ 
ting  the  other  back  into  their  little  capsule.  (Gee, 
isn’t  this  fun?) 

.  .  .  Most  fans  feel  the  Hugo  is  not  all  that 
prestigious.  But  it  helps  authors  sell  books  and 
get  higher  advances,  so  it’s  okay.  Basically,  it’s  a 
popularity  contest,  and  the  universe  of  available 
voters  is  entirely  self-selected  and  amorphous. 
Many  fans  look  to  the  Nebula  for  a  more  dis¬ 
criminating  selection  of  the  “best”  fiction  of  the 
year,  since  the  professionals  in  the  group  tend  to 
have  a  more  rational  basis  for  their  choices. 

The  dozmos  running  around  with  the  Logan’s 
Run  costumes  and  their  Star  Wars  costumes  and 
their  Dorsai  costumes,  et  cetera  ad  nauseum,  are 
referred  to  (by  Northwest  Fandom,  at  least)  as 
Jackboot  Fandom,  or  Fascist  Fandom.  1  person¬ 
ally  think  they  present  a  wealth  of  material  for  a 
thesis  on  the  connection  between  fandom  and  the 
Real  World,  inasmuch  as  they’re  becoming  more 
popular  at  precisely  a  time  in  the  world  when 
drafts  are  being  reinstated  and  Third  World 
countries  are  being  pitted  against  one  another  in 
increasingly  more  serious  wars. 

It  has  been  two  or  three  years  since  1  stopped 
reading  Thrust,  so  your  characterization  of  it  as 
a  politically  progressive  zine  may  well  be  accur¬ 
ate.  1  quit  reading  it,  though,  because  I’m  not  all 
that  interested  in  zines  that  pander  to  profes¬ 
sionals  and  try  to  make  a  financial  profit  off  of 
their  publishing.  (It’s  an  ancient  debate  in 
fandom:  if  it  makes  money,  even  just  to  break 
even,  can  it  be  a  Real  Fanzine?)  Also,  I  don’t 
remember  it  as  having  all  that  much  of  a  political 
conscience  —  more  of  a  voracious  appetite  for 
anything  that  smacks  of  controversy,  in  an  effort 
to  increase  readership  and  circulation,  like 
Scintillation  before  it. 

...  I  think  Jeanne  Gomoll  deserves  credit  as 
more  than  just  a  contributor  to  Janus.  She  and 
Jan  Bogstad  created  the  zine  back  in  1975,  and 
co-edited  it  through  #16,  the  Autumn  1979  issue. 
Jeanne’s  vision  and  skill  as  an  artist  are  what 
created  the  visual  impact  of  the  zine.  With  #17, 
the  Summer  1 980  issue,  Janus  officially  became  a 
creature  of  the  entire  publications  committee  of 
MadStf,  of  which  Jeanne  remains  a  member. 
Her  artistic  input  (along  with  that  of  others)  will 
without  a  doubt  continue  to  define  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  Janus.  She's  also  one  nifty  woman  and  a 
great  friend! 

Your  description  of  the  Hugo  ceremony  was  a 
real  eye-opener.  Rebecca  Lesses  and  1  were  talk- 


a  beacon 

Dear  Editor, 

I  have  never  chosen  to  answer  Arthur  Bell’s 
diatribes  against  personalities,  whether  they  be 
against  me  or  others.  Issues  are  a  different 
matter. 

What  I  do  care  about  is  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  gay  people,  young  and  old.  For  them  an  inter¬ 
national  symbol,  in  the  form  of  an  outstanding 
sculpture  honoring  lesbians  and  gay  men,  can 
provide  silent  support:  can  help  invalidate  the 
numbing  sense  of  aloneness  in  New  York, 
Boston  and  Bangkok;  can  serve  those  less  free  to 
be  gay  than  us  in  Greenwich  Village  and  Castro 
as  a  beacon  much  as  the  prosaic  Statue  of  Liberty 
has  done  for  the  downtrodden  in  other  countries. 

Those  are  the  pressing  issues  for  us.  Allowing 
personal  antagonisms  to  obscure  these  real  issues 
will  serve  no  one. 

Bruce  Voeller 
President, 

Mariposa  Education  and  Research  Foundation 
New  York,  NY 


ing  about  this  last  night.  We  were  both  there  and 
did  not  react  as  strongly  to  Robert  “Twit” 
Silverberg  as  you  did.  This  makes  us  both  see,  at 
least  a  little  bit,  the  extent  to  which  we’ve  accom¬ 
modated  ourselves  to  fandom  —  put  our  own 
blinders  on  in  order  to  enjoy  the  parts  of  it  we  do 
enjoy.  *sigh*  Your  description  of  what  BS 
himself  would  proliy  call  “humorous 
anecdotes,”  as  racist  and  sexist  put-downs  is 
unfortunately  true.  Also  unfortunate,  though, 
was  the  lack  of  acquaintance  with  fandom  which 
led  you  to  interpret  the  audience  reaction  to 
Asimov  as  being  guffaws  at  his  ridiculous 
behavior;  no.  I’m  afraid  he’s  idolized  and  his 
behavior  is  approved  and  enjoyed  by  the  vast 
bulk  of  fandom.  What  confuses  the,  issue 
entirely,  of  course,  is  that  phalanx  of  women 
who  flock  around  him  looking  for  approval  and 
then  get  very  upset  when  anyone  suggests  that 
what  he  is  doing  is  disgusting. 

...  It  was  particularly  nice  to  see  Andre 
Norton  talked  about  —  as  you  say,  she  is  woe¬ 
fully  ignored,  even  in  fandom.  I  think  this  is  a 
major  error,  because  she  and  [Lester]  del  Rey 
continue  to  be  the  writers  who  bring  a  lot  of  new 
kids  into  reading  SF/F,  and  she  at  least  continues 
to  produce  new  works. 

...  I  am  growing  increasingly  distrustful  of 
Ursula  LeGuin’s  politics  (a  direction  in  which 
Joanna  Russ  has  been  pushing  me,  I  must 
admit),  but  your  footnotes  at  the  end  of  the 
article  perpetuates  an  untrue  truism.  The  Wind’s 
Twelve  Quarters  is  a  collection  of  her  short 
works,  published  in  1975.  This  is  her  introduc¬ 
tory  note  to  the  revised  version  of  “Winter’s 
King”: 

When  I  wrote  this  story,  a  year  before  I  began  the 
novel  The  Left  Hand  of  Darkness,  I  did  not  know 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  planet  Winter  or  Gethen 
were  androgynes.  By  the  time  the  story  came  out  in 
print,  I  did,  but  too  late  to  amend  such  usages  as 
“son,”  “mother,”  and  so  on. 

Many  feminists  have  been  grieved  or  aggrieved  by 
The  Left  Hand  of  Darkness  because  the  androgynes 
in  it  are  called  “he”  throughout.  In  the  third  person 
singular,  the  English  generic  pronoun  is  the  same  as 
the  masculine  pronoun.  A  fact  worth  reflecting 
upon.  And  it’s  a  trap,  with  no  way  out,  because  the 
exclusion  of  the  feminine  (she)  and  the  neuter  (it) 
from  the  generic/mascline  (he)  makes  the  use  of 
either  of  them  more  specific,  more  unjust,  as  it 
were,  than  the  use  of  “he.”  And  I  find  made-up 
pronouns,  “te”  and  “heshe”  and  so  on,  dreary  and 
annoying. 

In  revising  the  story  for  this  edition,  I  saw  a 
chance  to  redress  that  injustice  slightly.  In  this 
version,  I  use  the  feminine  pronoun  for  all  Gethen- 
ians  —  while  preserving  certain  masculine  titles  such 
as  King  and  Lord,  just  to  remind  one  of  the  ambigu¬ 
ity.  This  may  drive  some  nonfeminists  mad,  but 
that’s  only  fair. 

The  androgyny  of  the  characters  has  little  to  do 
with  the  events  of  this  story,  but  the  pronoun  change 
does  make  it  clear  that  the  central,  paradoxical 
relationship  of  parent  and  child  is  not,  as  it  may 
have  seemed  in  the  other  version,  a  kind  of  reverse 
Oedipus  twist,  but  something  as  familiar  and  more 
ambiguous.  Evidently  my  unconscious  mind  knew 
more  about  the  Gethenians  long  before  it  saw  fit  to 
inform  me.  It’s  always  doing  things  like  that. 

Now,  I  might  not  argue  with  you  if  you  claim 
that  LeGuin  has  still  not  responded  adequately, 
but  it’s  only  fair  to  point  out  that  she  has 
responded..  And  in  the  context  of  this  one  story 
(set,  as  1  think  is  obvious,  on  the  same  planet  as 
LHOD)  the  use  of  a  feminine-preferred  generic 
does  wondrous  things  to  your  mind. 

Well,  that’s  about  all  of  my  reactions  to  the 
article.  Again,  let  me  say  that  it  was  an  enormous 
delight  —  really! 

Denys  Howard 
Seattle,  WA 

complete  empathy 

Dear  Editor, 

Read  with  pleasure  and  complete  empathy 
Jennifer  Camper’s  strip  in  GCN  on  Oct.  4,  1980! 
Except  in  real  life,  you  feel  that  way  most  every 
day!  The  strip  is  now  on  my  bedroom  bulletin 
board  to  remind  me  that  yes,  Joyce,  someone 
does  know  how  you  feel! 

Thanks  again! 

Joyce  Crowder 

Gay  Nurses  Association 

Randolph,  MA 


A  Prison  Project  is  now  being  formed 
to  support  GCN  in  its  longstanding 
effort  to  get  free  subscriptions  to  the 
paper  in  to  lesbian  and  gay  prisoners  and 
also  to  get  books  for  them  to  read  and 
penpals  to  write  to.  (Every  other  week 
there  is  a  prisoner  penpal  list  on  the 
Classifieds  page.)  Volunteer  help  is 
always  appreciated  in  this  and  other 
parts  of  the  project  (including  doing 
outreach  to  women  prisoners  and  re¬ 
searching  and  informing  prisoners  of 
their  mailroom  and  visiting  rights).  If 
you  can  help  with  your  time  or  a  contri¬ 
bution,  it  will  be  much  appreciated. 
Thank  you. 


not  amused 

Gentlebeings: 

A  friend  has  sent  me  the  report  on  the  recent 
Boston  science  fiction  convention  in  the  Septem¬ 
ber  27  Gay  Community  News.  I  found  it  fascina¬ 
ting  until  I  came  to  the  account  of  the  Hugo 
Awards  ceremony  —  the  coverage  of  which,  at 
least  my  role  in  it,  struck  me  as  wrong-headed 
and  unfair. 

In  the  old  days  before  gays  had  come  out  and 
become  a  political  force,  one  of  the  most  delight¬ 
ful  aspects  of  them,  for  me,  was  their  sense  of 
humor,  that  is,  their  awareness  of  the  absurdity 
of  everyday  life  and  their  clear-eyed  perspective 
on  contemporary  nonsense.  Evidently  when  one 
is  politicised  one  loses  some  of  one’s  balance,  for 
a  lot  of  what  comes  out  of  the  gay  community 
now  strikes  me  as  humorless,  dour,  oversensitive, 
and  just  plain  silly.  Are  sexist  jokes  evil?  I  think 
it  depends  on  the  context;  and  I  think  in  a  con¬ 
text  of  general  nihilism  such  as  I  was  projecting 
on  stage,  sexism  and  racism  (though  I  don’t 
recall  telling  racist  jokes,  or  for  that  matter 
telling  any  jokes  at  all,  merely  making  wry  re¬ 
marks)  are  perfectly  appropriate:  one  plays  with 
minds,  one  teases,  one  mocks,  one  is  outrageous, 
one  is  funny.  Doubtless  I  stepped  on  a  lot  of  toes 
that  night,  but  plainly  I  was  doing  it  in  a  loving 
way,  and  in  only  one  instance  did  I  say  anything  I 
later  regretted,  when  I  unknowingly  had  some 
fun  at  the  expense  of  a  recent  stroke  victim.  (Bad 
taste  has  its  own  esthetic,  but  that  goes  beyond 
the  canons,  and  I  felt  terrible  when  I  found  out 
what  I  had  done.) 

You  mention  Asimov’s  schtick  of  kissing  every 
attractive  woman  en  route  to  the  stage.  But,  after 
citing  me  for  sexism,  you  fail  to  note  how  I  de¬ 
fused  the  arrant  sexism  of  Isaac’s  routine  by  put¬ 
ting  myself  in  the  way  and  making  him  kiss  me 
too.  Nihilism  pays  off  in  catharsis,  sometimes.  (I 
am,  of  course,  no  more  gay  than  Isaac  is;  but  in 
context  my  act  was  not  only  funny  but,  I  think, 
restored  some  order  to  the  flow  of  events.) 

The  remarks  on  my  own  writing,  though  gen¬ 
erally  complimentary,  also  annoy  me  where  I’m 
accused  on  relying  on  “cartoon  figures,”  as 
when  I  have  a  gang  of  jive-talking  black  basket¬ 
ball  players  beat  a  man  unconscious,  or  where  I 
portray  a  gay  character  as  “purely  vicious  and 
evil.”  (I  don’t  think  that’s  so,  by  the  way.)  With 
the  help  I  now  realize  that  in  the  real  world  no 
blacks  ever  commit  violence  and  all  homosexuals 
are  people  of  the  most  saintly  character,  and  I’ll 
endeavor  not  to  portray  them  otherwise  in  future 
work  lest  I  deviate  into  stereotypes  again.  I  thank 
you  for  this  valuable  corrective  sermon:  one  of 
my  goals  as  a  writer  is  to  portray  character  with 
honesty,  and  I  would  not  want  to  distort  any¬ 
thing  by  departing  from  approved  modes  of 
minority  behavior.  Incidentally,  the  footnoted 
remark  is  the  first  comment  I’ve  had  from  the 
gay  community  in  any  way  critical  of  Book  of 
Skulls.  Jeez,  folks,  try  to  remember  how  to 
laugh!  At  yourselves  first,  then  at  the  rest  of  the 
universe. 

Robert  Silverberg 
Oakland,  CA 


future  sf  con 

Dear  Editor, 

I  was  very  glad  to  see  the  GCN  coverage  on  the 
gay-sf  workshops  at  the  Noreascon. 

1  would  like  to  pass  on  a  note  that  the  next 
world  science  fiction  convention,  known  as  Den- 
vention  II,  will  be  held  Labor  Day  weekend  in 
Denver,  Colorado,  1981.  Information  can  be  ob¬ 
tained  on  programs  and  cost  by  writing: 
Denvention  II 
P.O.  Box  11545 
Denver,  CO  8021 1 
Best  wishes, 

Russell  K.  Young 
Denver,  CO 


calling  all  artists! 

During  Artweek/Boston  (Oct.  18-26)  GCN  will 
be  visiting  the  studios  of  as  many  gay  artists  as 
possible.  We  are  interested  in  interviewing  and 
seeing  the  works  of  gay  artists.  If  you  would  like 
to  be  included  in  our  visits  please  call  Rob 
Schmieder  at  GCN  426-4469.  If  you  have  a 
resume  or  reproductions  of  your  works  that  we 
could  you,  please  let  us  know  . 


Reminder 

Bylines/Datelines 

In  August  1979,  in  response  to  suggestions 
from  our  readers,  we  developed  the  following 
policy:  datelines  appear  in  all  news  stories  to 
identify  immediately  the  location  of  a  news 
event.  Bylines  (such  as  “By  Lisa  Nussbaum”) 
indicate  that  the  writer  filed  the  story  from 
the  city  in  which  it  took  place.  In  the  case  that 
the  story  is  written  in  a  city  other  than  the  one 
indicated  by  the  dateline,  we  use  the  words 
“Compiled  by.” 
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Community  Voices 


the  hazards  of  organizing 


jesus,  mary 
and  joseph 

Dear  Editor, 

Although  I  think  it  is  almost  always  a  waste  of 
time  for  a  writer  to  reply  to  negative  responses  to 
an  article,  I  must  comment  briefly  on  the  letter 
from  Robert  Nugent  (see  GCN,  Vol.  7,  No.  11) 
about  my  “Cloistered  Passions”  essay.  1)  I  do 
not  say  that  “homosexuality  is  at  the  basis  of 
contemporary  monastic  life  .  .  .”  As  Father  Nu¬ 
gent  claims.  In  fact,  I  am  careful  to  avoid  saying 
that;  I  merely  draw  the  connection  and  stress  it. 
Obviously  some  monks  are  heterosexual.  2)  I  do 
not  say  that  gay  Catholics  ought  to  leave  the 
church  —  I  am  not  quite  so  pontifical  as  that; 
anyway,  it’s  none  of  my  business.  I  was  referring 
to  a  specific  group  —  nuns  who  are  sexually  ac¬ 
tive,  and  offering  the  opinion  that  they  might 
find  life  outside  the  Church  a  worthy  option.  3)  I 
am  called  “unscientific”  for  suggesting  a  tie  be¬ 
tween  alcoholism  and  repressed  homosexuality, 
among  the  monks  I  was  describing.  Jesus,  Mary, 
and  Joseph!  Who  needs  a  scientific  study  to  tell 
us  that? 

I  respect  the  work  of  the  New  Ways  Ministry 
(Fr.  Nugent  and  Sr.  JeannineGrammick)  because 
it  began  many  years  ago,  when  defending  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  was  a  lot  more  risky  and  ex¬ 
treme-sounding  than  it  is  today.  Defending  us  to 
Catholics  was  unthinkable.  But  the  position  urg¬ 
ing  gay  Catholics  to  work  for  reform  from  within 
overlooks,  it  seems  to  me,  the  enormous  repres¬ 
sive  influence  of  the  Church  on  lesbians  and  gay 
men  and  seems,  further,  to  require  that  the  indi¬ 
vidual  identify  first  as  a  Catholic  and  then  as 
lesbian  or  a  gay  man. 

But  these  are  complex  issues  and  choices,  and  I 
tried  in  my  article  to  begin  a  discussion,  not  have 
the  last  word.  No  one  as  thoroughly  indoctrin¬ 
ated  in  Roman  Catholicism  as  I  was  ever  really 
“leaves”  it  —  she  can  only  try  to  minimize  its 
damaging  influences.  At  the  same  time,  I  am 
proud  of  much  that  my  Catholic  education  gave 
me,  and  of  the  years  I  spent  on  Catholic  college 
faculties.  When  the  history  of  Dignity  is  written, 

I  want  a  small  footnote  saying  I  was  the  first  les¬ 
bian  in  Minneapolis  to  join  in  1974. 

For  fewer  cloisters  and  more  passions, 

Margarent  Cruikshank 

Cloistered  Dyke  at  a  Jesuit  University 

Somewhere  west  of  the  Mississippi 

sisterhood  a 
natural  high 

To  the  Community, 

As  someone  who  has  been  in  Boston  a  rela¬ 
tively  short  time,  I  would  like  to  convey  my  ex¬ 
citement  about  two  recent  events,  the  likes  of 
which  I  never  saw  back  in  Indiana,  but  which  I 
hope  will  soon  fan  out  from  this  city  of  innova¬ 
tions. 

The  Third  World  Women’s  Reading,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Persephone  Press,  Inc.,  was  like  seeing 
all  the  recent  lesbian  feminist  books  and  literary 
journals  come  to  life.  It  is  on  the  printed  page 
that  lesbians  have  been  Fighting  much  of  the  fem¬ 
inist  revolution  —  with  new  ideas,  new  words, 
and  new  structures.  The  reading  took  these 
symbols  off  the  page,  and  spoke  them  aloud  per¬ 
sonified  in  the  varied  colors,  ages,  and  person¬ 
alities  of  lesbians.  And  this  was  brought  before 
the  whole  community,  binding  us  together  in  the 
excitement  and  significance  of  the  event.  This  to 
me  is  a  living  process  of  change  for  the  better. 
Many  contradictory  ideas  were  expressed,  as 
writers  seemed  to  be  caught  in  that  paradox 
between  allegiance  to  an  ethnic  or  racial  group 
versus  the  desire  to  end  all  barriers  between 
women.  Out  of  it  all,  the  message  I  heard  was  a 
common  wish  for  each  individual  to  be  respected 
without  being  seen  as  “the  other.”  If  we  can  all 
share  our  common  bonds  as  women,  as  lesbians, 
as  feminists,  as  daughters  —  then  perhaps  the 
differences  between  us  will  be  seen  as  fascinating 
rather  than  alienating. 

Some  Boston  old-timers  have  told  me  that  dis¬ 
cussion  of  racism  in  the  lesbian  community  is 
old-hat  here.  Well,  I  don’t  think  the  problems  are 
solved  yet,  and  this  discussion  hasn’t  even  begun 
in  most  other  parts  of  the  country.  I  hope  that 
other  lesbian  communities  will  consider  putting 
on  a  program  like  this  reading. 

The  other  event  I  greatly  enjoyed  was  the 
alcohol  and  drug-free  dance  presented  by 
Amethyst  Women  for  the  North  East  Lesbian 
Alcoholics  Anonymous  conference.  As  an 
activist  who  has  organized  many  lesbian  events 
over  the  last  several  years,  I  have  accumulated  a 
great  deal  of  anger  at  alcohol  and  drug  abuse, 
because  1  have  watched  many  carefully  planned 
and  long-anticipated  events  reduced  to  embar¬ 
rassed  chaos  by  intoxicated  women.  I  felt  at  this 
dance  that  I  was  getting  back  the  energy  I  have 
felt  robbed  of.  Maybe  this  is  a  strange  way  of 
seeing  it,  but  I’ve  never  before  seen  alcohol  give 
back  what  it  continually  takes  from  the  lesbian 
community  in  health,  money,  goodwill,  talent 
and  energy.  I  will  be  looking  forward  to  future 
Amethyst  events.  I  particularly  liked  their 
slogan;  “Sisterhood;  It’s  A  Natural  High.” 
Sincerely, 

Maida  Tilchen 
Boston,  MA 


Dear  Editor, 

As  the  coordinator  of  the  recent  Boston  show¬ 
ing  of  the  March  on  Washington  Film,  I  was  dis¬ 
tressed  at  George  E.  Smith’s  recent  letter  in  GCN 
raising  questions  about  the  film  and  the  National 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Communications  Network.  It  is 
certainly  understandable  that  Mr.  Smith  may 
have  concerns  about  the  film  after  reading  letters 
by  K.  Davenport  and  L.  Arnold  in  GCN.  I  too 
shared  his  concerns  and  felt  that  other  people  in 
our  community  might  have  similar  feelings.  This 
is  precisely  why  I  asked  Grete  Schiller,  the  film 
producer,  and  Joyce  Hunter  of  the  New  York 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Communications  Network  to 
come  to  Boston  for  the  showing  of  the  film.  It 
was  my  hope  that  people  would  be  able  to 
express  their  concerns  and  questions  to  these 
women. 

Either  Mr.  Smith  was  not  present  for  the  seg¬ 
ment  of  the  program  that  included  an  explana¬ 
tion  and  questions  on  the  Network  or  he  did  not 
feel  comfortable  expressing  his  concerns.  Mr. 
Smith  states,  “I  think  .  .  .  people  have  the  right 
to  know  a  little  more  about  the  cause  they  were 
supporting,”  and  yet  ample  time  was  provided 
for  people  to  probe  this  issue.  I  will  try  to  explain 
very  briefly  what  the  Network  is  at  this  time  and 
why  I  am  working  as  a  part  of  it. 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Communications  Net¬ 
work  is  an  informal  network  of  lesbian  and  gay 
activists  who  worked  either  locally,  regionally  or 
nationally  to  organize  the  March  on  Washington 
last  year.  We  are  in  all  parts  of  the  country  and 
we  are  united  only  by  our  past  work  and  our 
shared  dream  of  creating  a  structure  that  will 
facilitate  lesbian  and  gay  activism  on  a  national 
level  in  the  future.  From  the  people  I  have  talked 
with  who  are  a  part  of  the  Network,  we  seem  to 
have  different  ideas  of  what  this  structure  will  be 
and  what  it  will  do.  Some  people  want  to  see  a 
coalition  form  of  local  activist  organizations. 
Other  people  want  to  see  a  national  membership 
organization  of  grass  roots  organizers.  Some 
people  would  like  to  see  another  March  on 
Washington  organized  in  the  next  few  years. 
Other  people  would  like  to  see  coordinated 
demonstrations  in  every  state  when  a  national 
issue  prompts  it.  What  we  all  seem  to  have  in 
common  is  grass  roots  activist  experiences,  and 
the  desire  to  work  with  our  sisters  and  brothers  in 
other  areas. 

The  decisions  about  the  direction  we  will  take 


crazy  for  sure 

Dear  Editor, 

I  am  somewhat  out  of  it,  being  busy  with  my 
practice  and  living  in  the  country,  watching  the 
gold  finches  through  my  window,  so  that  what  I 
have  to  say  may  be  trite  or  redundant.  However, 
when  the  tenth  (female  of  course)  patient  came  to 
me  today  after  seeing  Dressed  to  Kill  I  found 
myself  so  enraged  I  had  to  write. 

I  understand  that  in  this  film  a  woman  is  cut 
up  for  twenty  minutes  after  being  terrorized  for 
an  hour  or  so.  Why  was  this  film  not  banned  or 
driven  out  of  town  by  protest? 

I  know  that  Equal  Times  had  a  negative  review 
but  that  virtually  all  other  reviews  were  positive 
—  claiming  that  the  victim  just  happened  to  be  a 
woman,  and  other  such  insanities  reminiscent  of 
the  rationalizations  of  the  Nazi  atrocities. 
Another  claim  has  been  that  this  is  art,  once 
again  recalling  the  concentration  camp  musical 
bands  which  played  to  accompany  the  Jews  into 
the  gas  chambers.  Someone  is  crazy  here,  for 
sure! 

The  movie.  Cruising,  which  depicted  murders 
of  homosexual  men  was  driven  out  of  many  cities 
by  huge  protests.  However,  as  far  as  I  know, 
nothing  like  this  has  happened  for  Dressed  to 
Kill.  At  a  meeting  with  my  gay  colleagues  to  plan 
a  protest  against  Cruising,  I  stated  that  I  felt  we 
had  to  include  violence  against  women  in  our 
protest  since  this  was  one  movie  about  violence 
toward  gays,  whereas  every  evening  on  TV  and  in 
hundreds  of  movie  theaters  violence  toward 
women  was  the  norm.  The  men  at  this  meeting 
stated  that  they  were  surprised  to  hear  this,  ex¬ 
plaining  that  they  did  not  watch  TV  or  attend 
many  movies.  Someone  is  crazy  here,  for  sure! 

Is  it  possible  that  we  have  been  accustomed  to 
women,  in  “art”  and  in  real  life,  being  raped, 
sliced  up,  stuffed  into  plastic  bags,  tossed  down 
elevator  shafts,  etc.,  etcv  etc.  So  what  else  is 
new? 

The  Take  Back  the  Night  marches  have  been 
wonderful  but  I  do  not  understand  why  such 
movies  as  Dressed  to  Kill  were  not  only  not 
driven  out  of  town,  but  were  such  box  office  hits, 
thanks  to  both  men  and  women  buying  tickets, 
that  there  are  certain  to  be  many,  many  more 
similar  movies  in  the  near  future,  as  well  as  many 
real  incidents  in  imitation  of  the  movie. 

Miriam  Rosenberg 
Wayland,  MA 

Editor’s  Note:  Dressed  to  Kill  was  protested  in 
Boston  and  other  cities  when  it  opened.  GCN 
panned  (Vol.  8,  No.  5)  the  film  as  sexist,  racist, 
and  violent. 


will  be  made  at  our  national  conference,  to  be 
held  in  the  spring  in  Los  Angeles.  We  are  now 
building  towards  that  conference.  Information 
about  the  conference  should  be  appearing  in  the 
gay  press  soon  and  should  help  answer  other 
questions. 

As  a  person  working  with  the  Network  I  am 
finding  a  great  deal  of  doubt  and  apprehension 
from  the  community  spurred  on,  all  too  often, 
by  misinformation,  power  struggles,  and  person¬ 
ality  clashes.  I  find  this  discouraging  and  upset¬ 
ting,  but  I  have  begun  to  accept  it  as  one  of  the 
hazards  of  organizing  our  community.  I  remem¬ 
ber  a  summer  ago,  trying  to  organize  for  the 
March,  and  facing  doubt  and  apprehension,  mis¬ 
trust  and  power  struggles,  and  going  forward 
anyway.  I  think  we  will  do  the  same  this  time, 
only  I  hope  we  have  learned  from  our  mistakes 
and  can  resolve  more  of  the  conflicts  while  we 
are  in  the  process  of  building  the  network. 

Through  the  March  committee  I  have  worked 
with  several  committed  activists,  including  K. 
Davenport  and  L.  Arnold,  who  have  criticized 
the  Network  because  of  structural,  personal  or 
political  problems.  Their  criticisms  are  serious 
and  sincere  and,  because  I  am  aware  that  they 
worked  to  build  the  March,  I  respect  their  state¬ 
ments  and  learn  from  their  criticisms.  I  still, 
however,  share  the  Network’s  goal  of  facilitating 
national  activism  and  believe  that  the  Network 
will  build  and  strengthen  our  movement. 

Many  people  have  stated  in  letters  to  GCN  that 
they  believe  the  Network  is  dominated  by  activ¬ 
ists  from  New  York  and  refuse  to  support  the 
Network  because  of  these  people.  While  it  is  true 
that  the  March  was  organized  to  a  large  extent 
out  of  New  York  City  and  that  the  same  city  has 
been  burdened  with  a  debt  because  of  the  March, 
the  continuing  Network  is  not  centered  in  New 
York.  The  Los  Angeles  conference  is  being  or¬ 
ganized  by  people  from  Los  Angeles,  St.  Louis, 
and  Boston.  Exciting  things  are  happening  with 
the  Network  in  California,  Alaska,  Illinois  and 
other  sections  of  the  country  and  we  hope  that 
activists  who  are  interested  in  working  with  us 
will  join  in  the  work.  People  who  would  like  to 
communicate  with  the  Network  should  write  to 
the  Boston  March  Committee,  529  Massachu¬ 
setts  Avenue,  Boston,  MA  02118. 

Sincerely, 

Eric  Rofes 
Boston,  MA 


mass  scapegoating 

Dear  Brothers  and  Sisters  in  Struggle, 

A  pervading  myth  in  American  society  depicts 
homosexuality  as  an  unamenable  lifestyle,  plac¬ 
ing  heterosexuality  at  a  level  of  superiority.  As 
homosexual  bonds  are  perceived  as  panopatho- 
gens  to  external  societal  growth,  likewise, 
“straight”  marriages  represent  universal  pana¬ 
ceas  in  the  attainment  of  capitalist  virtues. 
Whether  homosexual  unions  will  ever  be  sanc¬ 
tioned  is  unseen,  but  surely  the  expected  emo¬ 
tional  traumas  resulting  from  the  increased  fre¬ 
quency  of  divorce  speaks  to  the  issue  of  supposed 
ideal,  “straight,”  pairing.  Similar  myths  have 
developed  and  influenced  Judaism  as  a  religious 
nationhood. 

Historically,  being  Jewish  has  elicited  many 
unjustified  malignant  connotations;  ones  too 
emotionally  scarring  to  name.  They  are  the  very 
ideologies,  which  when  translated  into  action, 
have  led  to  such  events  as  the  severe  atrocities  of 
Nazi  Germany.  A  period  which  created  unabat¬ 
ing  psychological  pain  that  no  minority  or  person 
deserves,  yet  one  which  confronted  numbers  of 
our  relatives  who  are  understandably  struggling 
to  remain  consciously  heedless. 

The  current  situation  in  France  exemplifies  yet 
another  cruel  exploitation  of  the  Semitic  people, 
through  mass  scapegoating.  Why  all  this  dis¬ 
placed  aggression?  As  a  psychiatric  interm  I 
would  reason  it  to  stem  from  an  insecurity 
among  the  assailants,  but  then  again,  one  need 
not  be  in  my  position  to  reach  this  obvious  con¬ 
clusion. 

I  find  the  assaults  unnecessary  and  deplorable, 
sympathizing  with  the  French  Semites  as  they 
struggle  to  unleash  themselves  from  this  ancillary 
position.  It  is  a  position  no  human  being  deserves 
to  fill. 

One  need  not  be  a  Zionist  to  support  the  ideals 
of  freedom  from  stigma  and  the  capacity  for 
individual,  human,  development,  regardless  of 
race,  creed,  or  sexual  orientation. 
Sympathetically, 

Jay  Tramontozzi 
Boston,  MA 


no  kamikaze 
candidates 

Dear  Editor, 

Some  of  your  readers  undoubtedly  are  sup¬ 
porting  John  Anderson  in  his  race  for  the  Presi¬ 
dency  because  of  his  support  for  gay  rights.  And¬ 
erson  supporters,  especially  the  gay  ones,  tragi¬ 
cally  fail  to  realize  that  their  candidate  has  no 
chance  to  win  and  that  the  few  votes  he  may  get 
could  catapult  Ronnie  Reagan  into  the  White 
House.  It  is  no  secret  that  Reagan  and  his  ultra- 
conservative  supporters  are  delighted  with  And¬ 
erson’s  presence  in  the  race  because  it  could  be 
their  ticket  to  success.  The  “competent  extrem¬ 
ist”  who  heads  the  Republican  ticket  knows  that 
he  is  unlikely  to  get  a  majority  of  the  vote,  but 
might  be  able  to  sneak  in  with  a  plurality  in  a 
three-way  race.  John  Anderson  is  making  this 
scenario  a  possibility. 

Some  Anderson  supporters  are  unaware  that 
there  is  a  viable  candidate  who  supports  equal 
rights  for  gay  women  and  men,  and  that  candi¬ 
date  is  Jimmy  Carter.  It  is  easy  to  make  big 
promises  to  gay  voters,  like  Anderson  has,  when 
you  know  you  won’t  have  to  fulfill  them.  Jimmy 
Carter,  unlike  any  other  President,  has  done 
many  things  in  support  of  gay  rights.  Unfor¬ 
tunately  many  gay  people  are  not  aware  of  these 
things  and  fail  to  appreciate  the  great  political 
risks  he  has  taken  in  working  for  our  civil  rights. 
Gay  voters  must  not  only  vote  against  those  who 
are  opposed  to  our  rights,  but  we  must  reward 
those  who  have  supported  gay  rights.  Jimmy 
Carter  deserves  our  support  as  much  as  anyone. 

During  its  first  term  the  Carter  Administration 
has  done  many  things  to  advance  the  cause  of 
gay  rights.  Included  among  the  Administration’s 
efforts  on  our  behalf  were  the  two  historic  White 
House  meetings  with  lesbian  and  gay  leaders. 
Earlier  this  year  the  Carter  Administration  im¬ 
plemented  new  rules  prohibiting  federal  govern¬ 
ment  officials  from  looking  into  the  sexual  habits 
of  federal  employees  or  persons  seeking  federal 
employment.  The  Carter  Administration  sup¬ 
ports  the  Cranston  bill,  which  will  end  the  prohi¬ 
bition  on  the  entry  of  gay  foreigners  into  the 
United  States.  Both  President  Carter  and  Sena¬ 
tor  Edward  Kennedy  supported  the  inclusion  of 
the  gay  rights  plank  that  is  contained  in  the  1980 
Democratic  Platform.  To  say  that  President 
Carter  has  done  nothing  for  gay  Americans  is  not 
to  tell  the  truth. 

On  November  4,  lesbians  and  gay  men  can 
unite  and  vote  for  a  viable  candidate  who  has 
supported  our  cause,  or  they  can  support  the 
Kamikaze  candidacy  of  John  Anderson  and  help 
hand  over  the  White  House  to  Ronnie  Reagan 
and  his  “Moral  Majority”  loonies.  The  choice  in 
this  crucial  election  is  obvious — Jimmy  Carter 
needs  and  deserves  the  support  of  all  gay  voters. 
Brian  Halliday 
Seattle,  WA 


against  assimilation 

Dear  Editor, 

As  a  Jew,  I  appreciated  writer  Joel  Henckins’ 
understanding  of  the  Jewish  experience  and  how 
it  relates  to  the  gay  experience.  We  Jews  are  too- 
often  defined  by  others  as  “one  of  the  great 
faiths.”  Yet  we  Jews  define  OURSELVES,  not 
as  a  religion,  but  as  a  PEOPLE  with  a  common 
history,  language,  and  culture.  If  one  doesn’t  be¬ 
lieve  in  Christ,  you  are  not  a  Christian,  but  one 
doesn’t  have  to  believe  in  a  God  to  be  a  Jew.  We 
have  no  Pope,  and  are  free  to  define  our  own  re¬ 
lationship  with  the  Powers  of  the  Universe.  A 
main  problem  in  the  Arab-Israeli  conflict  is  that 
the  PLO  has  the  gall  to  define  Jews  merely  as  a 
religion.  One  group  must  not  define  another. 

As  regards  the  closet,  Jewish  history  has  a  les¬ 
son  to  teach.  Many  German  and  Italian  Jews 
were  assimilated  (in  the  closet),  and  felt  immune 
to  the  devouring  holocaust  (in  the  closet),  and 
felt  immune  to  the  devouring  holocaust  ;oming 
their  way.  But  when  the  proverbial  shit  hit  the 
fan,  the  closety  ones  were  sent  to  the  ovens  just 
the  same.  If  we  gays  and  lesbians  want  to  prevent 
our  own  holocaust,  we  MUST  COME  OUT  to  as 
many  people  as  possible.  Only  be  personally  dis¬ 
pelling  the  ignorance  about  us,  can  we  hope  to 
destroy  the  hatred  against  us.  Don’t  expect  the 
American  media  to  give  us  a  fair  break. 

But  coming  out  takes  courageous  people.  Are 
we  up  to  the  task?  We  may  not  all  be  able  to 
come  out  at  jobs.  After  all,  we  have  to  pay  the 
rent.  But  we  MUST  come  out  to  friends,  parents, 
relatives.  And  the  sooner  the  better.  Guess  who’s 
turn  it  is  to  be  the  scapegoat? 

May  we  have  the  courage, 

Dov  ben  Khayyim 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  “Community  Voices.”  If  at  all  possible,  your  letters  should  be 
typed  and  double-spaced.  Anonymous  letters  will  not  be  published,  but  names  will  be 
withheld  upon  request.  Letters  should  be  addressed  to  Community  Voices,  GCN ,  22 
Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 
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Poston  Shoppers  Guide 


Gourmet  Sandwiches 
Italian  Pie 


The  food  is  excellent  .  .  . 
Flourchild’s  is  no  best  res¬ 
taurant,  it’s  better  than  that. 
R.  Nadeau,  Real  Paper 


42  Charles  St. 
for  carry  out  call 
523-9768 


THE  NAIAD  PRESS,  MC. 

SAPPHtSTRY:  $8.00  P4>. 

THE  BOOK  OF 

LESBIAN  SEXUALITY 
(signed  limited  edition  $12.00) 

■f"  1 7  Other  Lesbian  Books 
Send  1st  class  stamp  for  Brochure. 

THE  NAIAD  PRESS,  INC.  Dept.  GCN 
7800  WESTSIDE  DRIVE 
WEATHERBY  LAKE,  MISSOURI  64152 


Romantic  Young  Men 
of  Poetry 

Byron 
Keats 

Beaudelaire 

Rimbaud 

many  others 
in  this  beautiful  selection  of 
classic  verse  chosen  for  gays, 
with  portraits  of  the  haunting 
young  men  who  lived  for  love  and 
poetry  Makes  a  tasteful,  sensitive 
gift.  Free  info.  Or  send  4.25  to: 

CKPS  Production 

92  Banks  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


45  Williams  Street 
Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 
235-8500 


Orleans  Shopping  Plaza; 
E.  Orleans,  Moss.  02643 
255-2600 


Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


QfiEEN  LE/tF 
FLORISTS 


NOT  JUST  A  PLANT  STORE 


Flowers  Wired 

TELEPHONE:  247-3500 
DICK  GREENLEAF 

478  COLUMBUS  AVE. 
SOUTH  END,  BOSTON 


$8  OFF 


Wash,  conditioner,  cut  and 
blow  dry.  With  this  ad. 


Reg  . ‘20 


Distinctive  hair  designs 


269  Newbury  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116  Phone:  261-1453 


Affordable 
Legal  Services 

General  Practice  of  Law 
for  the  Gay  Community 

Scott  M.  Donahue 

Attorney  at  Law 

21  Mount  Vernon  Square 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02108 
Tel.  (617)723-7065 


-PEERLESS- 

Roofing.  Tar  & 
Gravel.  Asphalt 
Shingles,  Slate  & 
Gutters.  Chimneys. 
Interior  &  Exterior 
Remodeling 

547-7346 


THE  TRAVEL  CENTER 

for  gay  travel 

GAY  OWNED 
AND  OPERATED 
FREE  destination 
guides  to  bars,  etc. 
with  each  reservation 

24-HR  Answering  Service 

326-6366 


Save  this  Ad  10%  Discount 
for  repairs  only 

LESTER'S  T.V. 

TV-Rodio-Phones-Hifi-Color 


Expert  Repair  &  T.V.  &  Stereo  —  at  lowest 
irices  ANYWHERE!  Outside  antenna  installa- 
ion  a  specialty.  Mass.  Tech.  Lie.  981. 

Old  fashioned  service  at  an-  honest  price! 
Free  Pickup  and  Delivery 

15  REVERE  ST.,  BEACON  HILL 
Boston  Tol.  523-2187 


TAPESTRY. 


FEMINIST  COUNSELING  &  EDUCATION 
FOR 

LESBIANS.  LESBIAN  &  GAY  COUPLES, 
FAMILIES.  AND  CHILDREN 
(Also  groups,  career 
and  work  consultation) 

Call  for  brochure  or  appt: 

(617)  661-0248 

20  Sacramento  Street.  Cambridge  02138 
Sliding  Fee  Scale  Medicaid  Accepted 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


FisherTravel 

Fisher  Travel  Assoc 
Harry  A.  Fisher 
111  Charles  Street 
Boston,  MA  02114 


367-3490 


AGENTS  FOR: 
Bermuda  Holidays 
Caribbean  Holidays 
Hans  Ebensten 


Swans  Art  Treasure  Tours 
N.Y.  Theatre  Weekends 
Relais  et  Chateau  Hotels 


/ 


(PATHWAYS) 


THIRD  ANNUAL  WORKSHOP  FOR 
GAY  AND  LESBIAN  COUPLES 
FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER  7  TO 
SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  9 
PR0VINCET0WN,  MASS. 
CONTACT 

FRANK  H.  RING,  A.C.S.W. 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

_ _ 617-965-1311 _ , 


HARMONIUM 

MOVERS 


Fully  Licensed  end 
Insured 

Storage  •  Piano  Rigging 
Apt  •  Home  •  Office 

FREE  ESTIMATES 
MOVING  GUIDE 

Express:  N.Y.,  Phila.,  D.C. 

254-2200 


YELLOW  MONKEY 
GUEST  HOUSE 

One  of  Ogunquit’s 
Finest  &  Friendliest 
Guest  Houses 
Efficiencies,  Decks 
Ocean  Views  Available 

OPEN  THRU  OCT  12 
RUN  BY  VICTOR  &  PETER 
44  MAIN  ST,  OGUNQUIT,  ME 
(207  646-9056 


WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

a  feminist  self-help  center 
Self-Help  Groups:  Lesbian  health 

Issues,  Menopause, 
Herbal  healing. 
Others 

Open  House  Regularly  Scheduled 
Monthly  Slide  Shows— Available  for 
Groups 

women-worker,  owned  and  controlled: 
639  Mass,  five.,  Cambridge  547-2302 


Rooms  from  $10.00 
We  welcome  men  and  women 
336  Commercial  Street 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

487-0319 


Electrolysis 

PERMANENT  HAIR  REMOVAL 
Mass.  Assoc.  Els.  Member 
American  Assoc.  Els.  Member 


APPOINTMENTS:  Days  &  Eves. 
734-5777 


LINDA  DIANE  JEFFERSON 

120  SUTHERLAND  RD.  £3 
BROOKLINE,  MA  02146 


Falwell 

Continued  from  Page  1 

“Falwell  has  combined  the 
crowd-mesmerizing  rhythm  of  a 
Southern  Baptist  revival,  the  flag- 
waving  heat  of  a  4th  of  July  poli¬ 
tical  rally,  and  the  choreography 
of  a  Broadway  musical  production 
number,”  one  demonstrator  told 
GCN.  “The  show  is  slick.” 

Circulating  through  the  crowd 
were  many  individuals  distributing 
religious  tracts  and  brochures. 
Among  them  was  Paul  Perkovic, 
passing  out  his  group’s  literature: 
“Some  Things  You  Should  Know 
About  Homosexuality,”  from  the 
Gay  Speaker’s  Bureau  in  Boston. 

Asked  how  the  crowd  reacted  to 
his  tracts,  Perkovic  told  GCN, 
“Most  people  were  either  non¬ 
committal  or  mildly  hostile.  Some 
people  would  make  a  point  of  tear¬ 
ing  it  up  in  front  of  me. 

“I  had  a  couple  people  pull  out 
their  pocket  Bibles  and  read  to  me 
from  Romans.  They  told  me  it  was 
their  obligation  to  save  my  soul.” 

The  rally  here  was  the  29th  in  a 
series  of  “I  Love  America”  rallies, 
which  Falwell  plans  for  all  the  state 
capitals. 

Upcoming  rallies  are  set  for 
Santa  Fe,  NM,  Oct.  27;  Phoenix, 
AZ,  Oct.  28;  Sacramento,  CA, 
Oct.  30;  Trenton,  NJ,  Nov.  10; 
and  Annapolis,  MD,  Nov.  11. 

Barbara  Randall,  spokesperson 
for  the  rally  office  at  the  Thomas 
Road  Baptist  Church  in  Lynch¬ 
burg,  VA,  told  GCN  that  plans 
were  underway  to  schedule  “I 
Love  America”  rallies  in  each  of 
the  remaining  New  England  states: 
Vermont,  Maine,  Connecticut, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Massachusetts. 

NOW 

Continued  from  Page  3 
maintain  control  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion  and  keep  open  lesbians  out  of 
top  positions,  where  they  would  be 
most  visible. 

No  such  controversy  over  les¬ 
bianism  surfaced  at  this  year’s 
convention,  apparently;  a  resolu¬ 
tion  passed  at  the  plenary  session 
called  for  NOW  to  continue  its 
stated  support  of  lesbian  rights. 

NOW’s  primary  goal  for  some 
time  has  been  passage  of  the  ERA; 
35  states  of  the  necessary  38  have 
ratified  the  amendment.  However, 
no  state  has  passed  ERA  in  four 
years,  and  several  have  rescinded 
their  ratification  (whether  those 
rescissions  are  binding  has  yet  to  be 
determined). 

Some  observers  saw  the  debate 
over  Smeal’s  term  as  exemplifying 
the  dissatisfaction  of  some  NOW 
members  with  current  organiza¬ 
tional  strategy  concerning  ERA;  a 
recent  close  loss  in  the  Illinois  legi¬ 
slature,  where  NOW  hoped  to 
break  the  deadlock  of  non-ratifi¬ 
cation,  was  seen  as  adding  to  mem¬ 
bers’  frustration. 

The  proposal  to  extend  Smeal’s 
term  eventually  passed,  receiving 
approval  from  68  per  cent  of  the 
delegates. 

The  controversy  over  endorse¬ 
ment  of  a  candidate  for  president 
of  the  United  States  stemmed  in 
part  from  a  dissatisfaction  with  the 
performance  of  incumbent  Demo¬ 
cratic  President  Jimmy  Carter  on 
women’s  issues  —  a  dissatisfaction 
which  led  last  December  to  the  is¬ 
suance  by  NOW’s  national  board 
of  a  controversial  statement  con¬ 
demning  Carter  and  asserting  that 
NOW  would  not  support  him  for 
reelection,  no  matter  who  opposed 
him. 

That  resolution  was  withdrawn 
by  convention  delegates,  who  also 
voted  to  support  the  Democratic 
Party’s  platform  positions  on 
women’s  issues,  including  its  posi¬ 
tions  on  the  ERA  and  on  abortion 
rights. 

But  delegates  voted  not  to  en¬ 
dorse  either  Carter  or  independent 
mainstream  candidate  John  B. 
Anderson  in  the  race. 

“We  have  expressed  to  the 
President  our  dissatisfaction  with 
his  performance  toward  ratifying 
Continued  on  Page  17 
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Cal.  Conf. 

continued  from  page  1 
the  military,  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Inves¬ 
tigation,  and  other  government 
agencies,  Stewart  noted,  “We’re 
paying  for  our  oppression  with  our 
tax  dollars.”  The  Men’s  Caucus  at 
the  conference  submitted  a  resolu¬ 
tion  calling  upon  gay  people  to 
withhold  10  percent  of  all  their 
taxes  as  a  protest. 

Some  delegates  questioned  the 
effectiveness  of  this  action,  and 
wondered  whether  people  would 
go  to  jail.  The  proposal  was  also 
criticized  as  not  being  clearly 
thought  out.  An  amendment  was 
added  to  include  the  alternative 
protest  of  mailing  lavender  tea 
bags,  and  the  resolution  was 
passed. 

Other  resolutions  included  sup¬ 
port  for  a  lesbian  and  gay  youth 
conference  and  for  lesbian  and  gay 
legislation  now  pending  in  Con¬ 
gress.  Although  some  delegates 
questioned  whether  an  interna¬ 
tional  lesbian  and  gay  demonstra¬ 
tion  at  the  United  Nations  in  New 
York,  planned  for  July  1981, would 
divert  support  from  important 
local  actions,  the  resolution  sup¬ 
porting  the  demonstrations  passed 
overwhelmingly. 

Delegates  from  many  California 
cities  attended  the  conference.  The 
largest  delegation  was  from  the 
Los  Angeles/San  Diego  area,  and 
from  San  Jose,  Berkeley,  and 
other  Bay  Area  communities.  Only 
a  few  people  attended  from  San 
Francisco,  however. 

A  purpose  of  the  conference  was 
to  establish  a  statewide  lesbian  and 
gay  rights  organization.  A  prelim¬ 
inary  organizational  structure  was 
adopted  on  Sunday.  The  next  con¬ 
ference  will  take  place  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  lobbying  day  now 
planned  for  March  in  Sacramento. 

Law  School 

continued  from  page  1 
employment.  It  further  makes 
clear  that  the  FBI  currently  has  no 
policy  other  than  the  one  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  DC  Circuit  Court  in 
Ashton  v.  Civiletti,”  Angel  wrote. 

The  school’s  decision  to  ban  the 
FBI  from  recruiting  resulted  in  the 
cancellation  of  a  number  of  stu¬ 
dent  interviews  with  the  agency 
scheduled  as  part  of  Temple’s  Law 
Recruitment  Day  in  New  York 
City. 

According  to  Angel’s  report, 
Mintz  told  her  in  a  letter  dated  July 
31  that  by  barring  the  FBI,  the 
school  would  be  “penaliz(ing) 
Temple  Law  School  students  seek¬ 
ing  employment  opportunities  by 
limiting  their  access  to  FBI 
representatives  and  information 
about  employment  in  the  FBI.” 

“1  should  point  out,”  Angel 
wrote,  “that  any  students  inter¬ 
ested  in  employment  in  the  FBI 
can  simply  call  the  FBI  office  in 
Philadelphia,  request  employment 
application  forms,  and  schedule 
an  interview  at  the  FBI  office.” 

Mintz  also  formally  declined  in¬ 
vitations  of  June  19  and  July  16  to 
testify  at  hearings  on  the  FBI  ex¬ 
clusion  before  the  panel. 

David  Webster,  one  of  the  orig¬ 
inal  student  complainants,  told 
GCN,  “I  was  delighted  with  the 
results  of  the  faculty  vote  and  so 
forth;  that  was  very  pleasing.  But 
in  a  way,  what  was  really  disap¬ 
pointing  was  the  FBI’s  response; 
they  wouldn’t  come  to  the  hear¬ 
ings  we  tried  to  schedule,  and 
basically  were  very  arrogant,  very 
uncooperative.  .  .  . 

“Ultimately,  their  message  was, 
‘We  really  don’t  care  if  we  don’t 
come  to  Temple  Law  School.  It’s 
your  loss,  not  ours,  not  the  FBI’s 
loss.’  I  think  that  it  says  something 
when  an  institution  such  as  a  law 
school  is  supposedly  trying  to  in¬ 
culcate  some  concept  of  justice 
and  fairness,  and  the  institution 
should  stand  for  those  principles, 
and  the  institiution  reaches  the 
judgment  that  a  governmental 
agency  is  unfairly  treating  people, 
I  think  it’s  pretty  sad.” 


Poston  Shoppers  Guide 


JAMES 
GARCELON 

Carpentry 

Electric 

Plumbing 

Lochs 

7  Moultrie  St. 

DORCHESTER.  MA.  02124 
<S17>  282-3864 

Handyman 

& 

Moving 

Call  Dave 
427-2778 
After  6  PM 


The  Ideal 

^^^^^^^^ir^opleySquare 


f  Restaurant 

for  gay  women,  men, 
and  their  friends. 


21  Huntington  Avenue. 

Coplcv  Square.  Button.  MA 

V*249  Jggg 


Johnn  M.  Aloia,DMD 

general  dentistry  in  a 
relaxed  environment 


311  Commonwealth  Av. 
Boston,  Massachusetts 
266-9135  by  appointment 
Evening  hours  available 


landscape 

designs 

complete  landscape  service 

small  garden 
and  courtyard 
designs 

Landscape  design  by 

JOE  DAGATA 

628-1125  leave  message 

complete  lock  servicing 
dead  locks  •  police  locks 
locks  changed  and  installed 
complete  safe  servicing 
door  jambs  repaired 
and  reinforced 

Bonded 
Lock  Co. 

call  bill  269-4770 
quality  work* reasonable  prices 
24  Hour  Emergency  Service 


Ms.  Poiret  &Ms.Boles  of 
Wolnut  Creek  read  GCN 
Tuesday  morning 

because 

harles  &  Emil  help 
■f  on  Friday 


"Nliriam  "Rosenberg  m.d..  ph.D. 

Diplomate  of  the  American  Board  of  Psychiatry  and  Neurology 

Child  and  Adult  Psychiatry 

.  .  .  experienced  in  therapy  with  lesbians  ( individuals  and 
couples),  children  of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  and  children  with 
sexual  orientation  issues. 

617*358  7512  Weston-Wayland  line  25  minutes  from  Boston 


1  -  T 

DISCUSS  YOUR  AUTOMOBILE  NEEDS 
IN  A  RELAXED  ATMOSPHERE  . . . 


ROBERT  ARON 

CONSULTANT  AND  SALES  REPRESENTATIVE 

Please  call  for  an  appointment 

617/924*8100 

PETER  FULLER  OLDSMOBILE 

43  N.  BEACON  ST.  ON  THE  SQUARE 
WATERTOWN,  MASS. 

Convenient  to  all  Public  Transportation 


FINE  SCREEN  PRINTING 

T-SHIRTS,  BANNERS, 
POSTERS,  SIGNS 

617-426-4031 

RALPH  BULLOWA 


TWELVE  CENTER 


Guest  House 

Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 

Spacious  Rooms  &  Cottage 

Close  to  all  PTown’s  attractions 

Roger  Baker  Jon  Richardson 

Tel:  617/487-0381 


David  Seil  Associates  Inc. 


Psychiatric  and  Psychologic  services  for  adults 
Individual,  Couple,  and  Group  therapy 
Psychologic  testing  and  career  counseling 

David  Seil  M.D.,  Director 

Located  in  Back  Bay  and  South  End  536-2665 


TILES 

-A  REFINED  SELECTION— 


\ 


380  Boylston  Street  2nd  floor 

BOSTON 

437-0400 


John  P.  Ward 

Attorney  at  Law 

Cindy  Rizzo,  J.D./ David  R.  Lund  Legal  Assistants 

Relationship  Contracts  .  Immigration 

Wills  Civil  &  Criminal  Litigation 

Incorporations  Real  Estate  Transactions 

Corporate  Matters  Estate  Planning 

2  Park  Square*Boston,  Massachusetts  02116»617-426-2020 

SOMA 

Neuromuscular  Integration 
SOMA  provides: 

•-Greater  Energy  •  More  Youthful  Appearance 
•  Balanced  Posture*  Easy  Relaxation 
through  a  1 0  session  body  therapy  program 
Peter  L.  Stickel,  Certified  SOMA  Practitioner 
384  Marlborough  St.  •Boston,  MA»61 7/266-8 1 22 


WE’D  LIKE  TO  HEAR  FROM  YOU!| 

We  at  Tri  T ravel  want  to  be  able  to  serve  all  your  travel  H 
needs.  We  measure  our  success  by  the  satisfaction  p 
of  our  customers.  Therefore,  we  feel  ifsimportantto  H 
hear  what  you,  our  customers,  have  to  say.  By  G 
answering  and  mailing  this  coupon  (with  no  obliga-  Ep 
tion),  you  can  help  us  to  help  you  better.  m 

What  destinations  interest  you  for  package  tours?  ^ 


III  What  destinations  interest  you  for  individual  travel?  If 

j|J  Are  you  now  planning  any  travel  for  which  you’d  like  p 

pj  help  or  advice?  _ 

Name:  _  || 

3  Address: _  P 

I  City/State/Zip: _  g 

Phone:(Home) _  (Bus.) _  | 

I  TRI  TRAVEL,  INC.  beacon  DIVISION  E 

312  STUART  STREET,  BOSTON,  MA  Tel.  357-9700  ■ 
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Wood:  System  Fosters 
Gay  Oppression,  Racism 


By  David  Morris 

BOSTON  —  In  an  interview  con¬ 
ducted  here,  a  candidate  for  the 
heavily  lesbian  and  gay  64th  state 
assembly  seat  of  New  York 
pledged  to  wage  a  “people’s  cam¬ 
paign”  in  his  effort  to  oust  in¬ 
cumbent  William  Passanante,  who 
had  held  the  position  for  23  years. 

The  64th  assembly  district  is 
made  up  of  Chelsea,  much  of  the 
Lower  East  Side  and  Soho,  and 
Greenwich  Village,  site  of  the  1969 
Stonewall  Rebellion.  It  contains 
one  of  the  largest  lesbian  and  gay 
communities  in  the  country. 

Preston  Wood,  the  Workers 
World  Party  candidate  for  the 
seat,  hopes  to  demonstrate 
through  his  campaign  that 
“lesbian  and  gay  oppression 
comes  from  the  same  system  that 
fosters  racism  and  war.” 

Wood  told  GCN  his  candidacy 
is  part  of  a  broader  Workers 
World  Party  (WWP)  program. 
According  to  Wood,  WWP  candi¬ 
dates  call  for  a  comprehensive 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  bill  which 
would  add  sexual  orientation  to  all 
civil  rights  legislation  and  for  laws 
to  guarantee  jobs  for  lesbian  and 
gay  teachers.  The  platform  calls 
for  guaranteed  rights  for  lesbian 
and  gay  parents  “not  to  have  their 
children  kidnapped  by  the 
courts.”  It  demands  an  end  to 
police  entrapment. 

“The  state,”  Wood  com¬ 
mented,  "has  no  right  to  tell 
people  how  to  live  and  love.” 

Wood  says  the  widespread 
emergence  of  New  Rightists, 
among  whose  primary  targets  are 
gay  men  and  lesbians,  is  in  large 
part  a  creation  of  the  media. 

“There  is  a  move  to  the  right,” 
he  told  GCN,  “but  it’s  not  a  move 
to  the  right  among  the  people  of 


this  country.  It’s  a  move  to  the 
right  in  the  ruling  class  and  the 
people  who  are  running  this 
country.  They  are  fostering  reac¬ 
tionary  movements.” 

Wood  cites  as  evidence  popular 
resistance  to  reactionary  trends. 
He  points  out  that  over  a  million 
people  in  the  country  who  are  re¬ 
quired  by  law  to  register  for  the 
draft  have  failed  to  do  so. 


Wood  told  GCN  the  “ruling 
class”  had  expected  that  the  con¬ 
tinuing  arrival  here  of  Cuban  refu¬ 
gees,  including  many  gay  men  and 
lesbians,  would  bolster  pro-war 
sentiment,  but  that  has  not  hap¬ 
pened.  “It’s  no  coincidence  that 
all  the  big-business  press  in  this 
country  is  suddenly  crying  croco¬ 
dile  tears  over  the  mistreatment  of 
lesbian  and  gay  people  in  Cuba, 
because  they  do  not  shed  tears 
when  one  of  us  in  entrapped  by  the 
police  or  beaten  up  in  Chelsea  or 
murdered,  as  they  have  been  in 
Boston.” 

Wood  told  GCN,  “Our  party 
supports  the  socialist  countries  un¬ 
conditionally.  We  believe  that  the 


socialist  movement  lays  the  basis 
for  socialism,  the  owning  of  the 
means  of  production  by  the  work¬ 
ing  class,  and  lays  the  basis  for  an 
end  to  all  forms  of  bigotry  and 
racism.  We  also  know  that  there  is 
no  government  in  the  world  which 
has  an  adequate  position  on  gay 
people  and  lesbian  people.” 

“We  don’t  try  to  create  any 
false  pictures,”  he  added.  “On  the 
other  hand,  we  do  try  to  be  very 
careful  and  remind  people  what 
anti-Sovietism  and  the  hysteria  of 
the  50’s,  did  for  the  movement  as  a 
whole.  It  makes  it  easier  for  them 
(reactionaries)  to  attack  the  social¬ 
ist  countries,  and  we  defend  the 
socialist  countries.  There  are 
many,  many  hangovers  that  exist 
in  all  the  socialist  countries.” 

Wood  commented,  “The  basis 
has  been  laid  for  a  turn  in  the  atti¬ 
tude  of  Cuba  toward  lesbian  and 
gay  people.”  He  told  GCN  that  a 
book  recently  published  in  Ger¬ 
many  and  distributed  in  Cuba 
attempts  to  explain  to  workers 
why  they  should  support  lesbians 
and  gay  men. 

Regarding  the  controversy  sur¬ 
rounding  an  effort  to  erect  a 
monument  in  Greenwich  Village  to 
commemorate  the  Stonewall  Re¬ 
bellion  (see  GCN,  Vol.  8,  no.  8), 
Wood  said,  “I  support  and  Work¬ 
ers  World  Party  supports  that 
there  should  be  something  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  Stonewall  Rebellion 
. . .  We  insist  that  that  happen.  We 
also  feel  that  all  those  lesbian  and 
gay  people  and  their  supporters 
should  have  been  consulted  with 
more  thoroughly  and  in  a  more 
democratic  way  to  find  out  what 
kind  of  commemoration  of  Stone- 
wall  -would  have  been 
appropriate.” 


Continued  from  Page  3 
and  Jimmy  Carter  stand  on  our 
rights  as  human  beings.”  He  told 
the  New  Hampshire  group  to 
begin  thinking  about  an  effort  to 
unseat  Senator  Gordon  Hum¬ 
phrey  —  who  has  been  hostile  to 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  legislation 
—  when  his  Senate  term  expires  in 
two  years.  “As  individuals  we 
have  to  consider  dirtying  our 
hands  and  working  in  the  political 
process.” 

Following  Bastow’s  address,  the 
ocnference  divided  into  the  first  of 
three  workshop  periods.  Topics 
included  the  role  of  lesbian  and 
gay  teachers,  an  examination  of 
long-term  relationships,  lesbian 
and  gay  self-oppression  and  men’s 
coming  out  experiences. 

At  a  session  on  rural  gay  life,  20 
participants  discussed  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  being  gay  in  the  small 
towns  and  on  the  farms  of 
northern  New  England.  In  these, 
settings,  the  need  for  gay 
community  and  support  some¬ 
times  overshadows  the  pleasures 
of  self-sufficiency  and 
independence.  One  lesbian’s 
growing  unease  over  homophobia 
in  her  small  New  Hampshire  town 
crested  when  a  local  man,  com¬ 
monly  thought  to  be  gay,  was 
murdered  after  an  incident  in  a 
bar.  “I  just  couldn’t  wait  to  move, 
to  sell- my  house  and  get  the  hell 
out  of  there.”  she  said. 

A  group  of  central  Maine  gays 
found  a  partial  solution  when  they 
formed  a  telephone  chain  to  pro¬ 
vide  support  for  each  other  when 
lovers  split  up  or  houses  were 
vandalized.  Within  hours  of  the 
event,  chain  members  would 
receive  more  than  a  dozen  calls  of 
reassurance,  often  from  people 
living  40-50  miles  away. 

After  breaking  for  lunch, 
during  which  videotapes  of  the 
1979  March  on  Washington  were 
shown,  the  symposium  re-assem¬ 
bled  for  two  more  workshop 


periods,  with  groups  meeting  to 
discuss  health  issues  for  both 
sexes,  the  White  House  Con¬ 
ference  on  Families,  lesbian 
support,  legal  and  religious  issues, 
and  women’s  coming  out  exper¬ 
iences. 

Participants  in  a  session  on 
preparing  for  the  death  of  a  lover 
discussed  the  pragmatic  side  of 
loss  —  preparing  a  will,  resisting  a 
mortician’s  sales  pitch,  writing  an 
obituary  —  and  shared  their 
experiences  with  the  emotional 
difficulties  involved.  The 
importance  of  having  each  partner 
named  executor  of  the  other’s  will 

^a  designation  that  eliminates  a 
host  of  problems  encountered  by 
an  unrelated  survivor  —  was 
stressed,  as  was  not  fearing  to 
designate  a  lover  next-of-kin  or 
beneficiary  on  an  insurance 
policy. 

Participants  in  the  symposium 
were  virtually  unanimous  in  their 
comments  on  the  day’s  activities. 
“The  atmosphere  was  fantastic,” 
said  Bill  Pellicio  of  Newport, 
Rhode  Island.  “It  was  open  and 
supportive.” 

Ellen  McClung  of  Concord 
agreed,  adding  that  she  still  hadn’t 
absorbed  everything  she’d  heard 
during  the  day.  “I  have  this  whole 
little  bag  of  things  I’m  carrying 
around  in  my  head.  I  have  to  take 
them  home  and  sort  them  out.” 

Fritz  Bell,  a  member  of  the 
sponsoring  New  Hampshire  Coali¬ 
tion  of  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men, 
reported  later  that  evaluations 
returned  after  the  final  workshop 
reflected  similar  enthusiasm,  with 
particular  praise  for  the  spirit 
prevailing  among  women  and  men 
at  the  symposium. 

“People  were  extremely  pleased 
that  in  every  workshop  —  except 
the  ones  intended  for  one  sex  or 
the  other  —  there  were  both  men 
and  women  sharing  their  ideas,” 
he  said. 


Instead  of  voting 
your  party  this  year, 
vote  your  principles. 

“My  name  is  Jim  McDonald  and  I’m  a  Republican. 

To  some  people  that  statement  is  enough  to  stop  reading  this  ad.  But  if  you  read 
on  to  see  what  I  believe  in  and  to  what  I’m  dedicated  to  accomplishing,  I  think  I’ll 
win  your  support. 

First  things  first.  The  most  critical  issues  that  face  us  are  those  that  affect  our 
lives  every  single  day.  The  harrowing  experience  of  a  simple  walk  after  dark.  The 
impossibility  of  getting  a  parking  space  right  in  our  own  neighborhoods. 
The  crushing  effect  of  exorbitant  property  taxes.  The  lack  of  adequate  housing. 

Also,  my  position  is  clear.  I  will  support  and  sponsor  gay  rights  and  women’s 
rights  measures  because  I  believe  in  them. 

These  are  the  realities  we  face.  And  these  are  the  realities  that  we  can  change. 
As  you  get  to  know  me  better  and  understand  my  positive  programs  for  change  in 
our  community,  I  know  you’ll  come  to  the  belief  that  I’m  the  best  person  for  the  job.” 

Harvard  Graduate  •  Member  Massachusetts  Bar  •  Law  Practice  with  Boston  firm 
of  Choate,  Hall  and  Stewart  •  Family  Man  and  Beacon  Hill  Resident 


Vote  Jim  McDonald  for  State  Rep. 

Paid  for  by  the  Committee  to  Elect  James  S.  McDonald,  Box  242, 310  Franklin  Street,  Boston,  MA  02110. . 

John  W.  Sears,  Chairman 
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Toxic  Shock 


Continued  from  Page  1 
disease,  although  they  have 
records  of  similar  symptoms  re¬ 
ported  as  early  as  1927.  Also, 
before  bacteria  was  discovered  in 
the  late  19th  century,  many  wom¬ 
en  died  of  bacterial  infections 
within  two  or  three  days  of  giving 
birth,  having  suffered  symptoms 
similar  to  those  associated  with 
what  is  now  called  TSS. 

CDC  researchers  have  traced 
TSS  to  a  bacterium  called  staphy¬ 
lococcus  aureus  which  causes  what 
is  commonly  referred  to  as  “staph 
infection.”  It  is  an  extremely 
common  bug  found  in  skin  erup¬ 
tions,  in  boils,  under  fingernails, 
in  the  nose,  and  the  region 
between  the  anus  and  the  genital 
organs  of  as  many  as  80  percent  of 
the  population. 

Scientists  think  that  staphylo¬ 
coccus  aurens  causes  toxic  shock 
when  it  invades  the  bloodstream. 
The  fewcases  of  TSS  among  men 
and  children  have  been  traced  to  a 
cut  or  wound  through  which  the 
germ  entered  the  bloodstream. 
(One  recent  victim  was  a  male 
rollerskater  whose  ill-fitting  skates 
had  rubbed  his  feet  raw.) 

Since  blood  is  a  medium  for 
growing  this  bacterium,  doctors 
deduce  that  menstrual  blood  could 
encourage  its  growth.  Tampons 
may  provide  a  growth  area  for  the 
bacteria  by  trapping  the  blood. 
Some  doctors  suspect  that  new 
“superabsorbent”  tampons  might 
encourage  the  disease  because  they 
are  worn  longer.  The  CDC,  the 
American  Medical  Association 
and  many  gynecologists  are  now 
suggesting  women  leave  no  tam¬ 
pon  in  place  longer  than  six  to 
eight  hours. 

According  to  the  CDC,  onset  of 
the  disease  is  rapid.  Death  can 
result  in  24  to  48  hours.  Tampon 
users  who  experience  the  first 
symptom  of  TSS  —  a  high  fever  — 
should  immediately  remove  the 
tampon  and  contact  a  doctor. 


Other  symptoms  are  vomiting, 
diarrhea,  and  a  rapid  drop  in 
blood  pressure,  often  resulting  in 
dizziness,  shock  and  a  sunburn¬ 
like  rash.  CDC  scientists  have 
discovered  microscopic  ulcers  in 
the  vaginal  walls  of  TSS  victims. 

If  the  disease  isn’t  treated  with 
appropriate  antibiotics,  it  has  a 
one-in-three  chance  of  recurring, 
even  if  tampons  are  not  used  in  the 
future. 

“I  think  tampons  are  safe  for 
women  to  use,”  says  Dr.  Arlene 
Fuller  of  the  gynecological  unit  of 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
“Clearly  I  think  using  the  small 
tampon;  changing  frequently  and 
alternating  with  another  method  is 
a  most  sensible  approach.” 

Fuller  hypothesizes  that  the  old- 
fashioned  tampons,  which  are 
“x-shaped  and  leak  when  full,” 
provide  less  of  a  medium  for 
growth  of  the  staph  germ  than  the 
new  Rely-type  tampons  “which 
plug  up  the  vagina  and  lead 
women  to  leave  them  in  place 
longer.” 

Sales  of  natural  sea  sponges  for 
menstruation  have  risen  in  the  last 
few  weeks.  However,  one  woman 
with  TSS  reported  to  the  CDC  that 
she’d  been  using  a  sponge. 

Anni  Waterflow,  Boston  biol¬ 
ogist  and  nutritionist,  thinks  that 
sponges  “may  be  even  more  dan¬ 
gerous  because  they  are  repeatedly 
reused  during  a  women’s  period. 
...  If  bacteria  has  started  to  grow 
in  your  vagina  while  you  have  it 
plugged  up  with  a  sponge,  each 
time  you  put  it  back  in,  you  keep 
growing  whatever  bacteria  are  on 
the  sponge.” 

She  also  explained  why  wom¬ 
en  should  not  keep  their  vaginas 
blocked  off  from  the  air  for  long 
periods  of  time:  Staphylococcus  is 
an  anaerobic  bacteria,  she  said,  so 
it  dies  when  exposed  to  air.  “The 
uterus  is  set  up  to  protect  itself 
from  anaerobic  bacteria;  it  has  a 
sloughing  mechanism  to  flush 


anaerobic  bacteria  down  into  the 
vagina.  But  the  vagina  needs  to  be 
open  to  the  air  or  else  the  bacteria 
will  thrive.” 

However,  some  CDC  scientists 
and  many  consumers  believe  that 
the  answer  to  the  TSS  mystery  may 
lie  with  the  ingredients  rather  than 
the  bulkiness  of-  the  new  super 
tampons.  Unlike  early  tampons 
which  were  made  of  cotton,  many 
new  brands  —  Rely  included  —  are 
made  of  polyester  and  other  man¬ 
made  fibers,  as  well  as  other  chem¬ 
icals  such  as  glues  to  bind  together 
the  increasingly  complex  assemb¬ 
lage  of  absorptive  materials. 

“We  don’t  know  whether  a 
chemical  in  the  tampon  promotes 
[the  disease]  or  whether  the 
organism  [which  causes  the  dis¬ 
ease]  grows  well  on  the  structure  of 
the  material,”  said  Christopher 
Smith,  a  press  officer  at  the  FDA. 
“Think  of  yourself  trying  to  climb 
a  fence.  If  it’s  made  up  of  hori¬ 
zontal  wooden  slats,  it’s  hard  to 
climb  it.  If  it’s  made  of  mesh,  you 
can  get  your  feet  wedged  in  it  and 
it’s  possible  to  climb.  An  organism 
is  no  different.  It  may  be  able  to, 
attach  itself  to  polyester  but  not  to 
cotton.” 

Smith  also  mentioned  the  possi¬ 
bility  that  users  of  Rely  or  other 
tampons  which  come  in  plastic  ap¬ 
plicators  may  be  cutting  them¬ 
selves  upon  inserting  the  tampons. 

According  to  another  theory,  a 
substance  in  tampons  called  carbo- 
xymethycelluloid  may  be  feeding 
the  bacteria. 

However,  it  is  difficult  for 
women  to  find  out  what’s  in  the 
tampons  they  are  buying,  since 
their  content  is  not  divulged  on  the 
package.  The  FDA  contends  that 
it  knows  what  is  in  them,  but 
won’t  disclose  the  information 
because  it’s  a  “trade  secret.” 
Among  consumers,  rumors  about 
tampon  components  have  circu¬ 
lated  in  the  past  few  years.  Some 
women  stopped  using  tampons 


when  they  heard  that  manufactur¬ 
ers  were  putting  asbestos  and  fiber 
glass  in  them  in  order  to  irritate  the 
vagina  and  make  the  tampon  user 
bleed  longer  (therefore  use  more 
tampons)  or  anti-coagulents  for 
the  same  purpose. 

“These  rumors  are  out-and-out 
false!”  said  Smith.  “I  don’t  know 
how  the  rumors  about  asbestos 
and  fiberglass  started,  but  I  do 
know  that  the  rumor  about  anti- 
coagulents  started  when,  in  testing 
for  anti-coagulents,  tests  showed 
up  positive  because  cotton  has  a 
naturally  occuring  anti-coagulent 
called  EDTA.  The  amount  of  it  [in 
tampons]  is  negligible.  It  wouldn’t 
do  anything  to  you.” 

Waterflow  doubted  that  tam¬ 
pons  contain  fiberglass.  “If  they 
had  fiberglass  in  them,  women 
would  be  itching  like  crazy,”  she 
said,  “but  I  can  understand  people 
thinking  there  is  fiberglass  in 
tampons  (made  of  polyester)  be¬ 
cause  if  you  pull  them  apart  you 
see  shiny,  sharp-looking  fibers. 
These  are  actually  broken  pieces  of 
the  polymer.”  (Polyester  is  woven 
from  strands  called  polymers, 
which  are  actually  very  long  mole¬ 
cules.  When  one  of  the  strands 
(molecules)  is  broken,  the  ends 
may  look  like  little  glass  needles.) 

Waterflow  added  that,  in  order 
to  prolong  a  woman’s  menstrual 
flow,  an  anti-coagulent  would 
have  to  work  its  way  up  into  her 
uterus.  She  contends  that  no  sub¬ 
stance  can  do  this,  “because  it  gets 
pushed  back  down  by  mucous.” 

‘Ridiculous!”  said  Marjorie 
Bradford,  spokesperson  for  Proc¬ 
tor  and  Gamble,  when  asked 
whether  tampons  contain  such 
harmful  contents  as  fiberglass, 
asbestos  or  anti-coagulents.  “It 
doesn’t  pay  us  in  the  long  run  to 
market  unsafe  products.  We’re  in 
the  business  of  producing  goods 
we  want  consumers  to  use  over  and 
over  again.  It  doesn’t  make  sense 
business-wise  —  or  morally.” 


She  also  claimed  that  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  composition  of  Rely 
is  available  to  any  woman  upon 
request.  She  added,  “I  don’t  know 
why  the  ingredients  are  not  printed 
on  the  package.  I  don’t  know  if  it 
would  be  an  awful  lot  of  help  [to 
the  consumer]. 

However,  Robert  Leflar,  staff 
attorney  for  Ralph  Nader’s  Health 
Research  Group  (HRG),  thinks 
Proctor  and  Gamble  attempted  to 
cover  up  data  about  Rely  tam¬ 
pons;  he  is  critical  of  the  FDA  for 
its  lenience  with  the  company.  The 
consumer  advocacy  group  sus¬ 
pects  that  the  makers  of  Rely  knew 
of  its  dangers  before  the  CDC’s 
September  report  was  published, 
and  has  called  for  a  congressional 
investigation  to  determine  “ex¬ 
actly  what  Proctor  and  Gamble 
knew  —  and  when.” 

“The  Center  for  Disease  Con¬ 
trol  came  out  with  a  report  linking 
tampons  with  TSS  on  June  27,” 
said  Lefler,  “but  Proctor  and 
Gamble  requested  a  waiver  from 
the  FDA  on  July  16  to  use  an  in- 
house  review  board  to  overlook 
testing  behind  closed  doors  for  a 
possible  reformulation  of  Rely. 
Normally  you  have  to  have  an 
independent  local  review  board. 
The  FDA  granted  the  waiver, 
calling  tampons  a  ‘non-significant 
risk  device’  on  Aug.  18.” 

On  behalf  of  Proctor  and  Gam¬ 
ble,  “The  implication  is  that  we 
withheld  safety  information  from 
the  FDA.  This  is  false  and  ridicu¬ 
lous.  We  were  not  requiring  a 
waiver  from  the  requirement  that 
an  independent  tester  be  present 
and  Rely  was  not  undergoing 
changes  at  that  point.  The  issue 
was  whether,  in  performing  tests 
required  by  the  FDA,  only 
outside,  independent  overseers 
would  be  present.  We  wanted  our 
own  as  well  as  outside  observers.” 

The  HRG  also  submitted  free- 
dom-of-information  requests  to 
Continued  on  page  1 7 
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R.S.V.P.s  received  so  far 
The  Hon.  Sal  DiMasi 
The  Hon.  Barbara  Gray 
The  Hon.  John  Businger 
The  Hon.  Mel  King 
Councilman  Lawrence  DiCara 
Barbara  Ware 

(representing  the  Hon.  Bill  Owens) 
Elaine  Noble 
Robin  MacCormack 
Councilman  John  Sears 
i  Councilman  Chris  Ianella 
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Tickets  are  available  at: 

Glad  Day  Book  Store,  Herbie’s, 
526  Leathers,  119  Merrimac, 
Ideal  Diner  and  Somewhere. 


By  David  Morris 

Whatever  constructive  kind  of  political  debate  I 
might  have  hoped  for  as  a  result  of  the  arrival  here  of 
lesbian  and  gay  Cuban  refugees  seems  never  to  have 
gotten  started.  Except  for  an  occasional  letter  to  the 
editor,  all  the  strongly  held  opinions  about  socialism 
within  our  movement  have  produced  nothing,  and 
that  precisely  at  a  time  when  the  question  of  social¬ 
ism  seems  most  relevant. 

A  cynic  might  describe  the  response  to  the  refu¬ 
gees’  arrival  with  a  caricature.  With  derisive  shouts 
of  “Red!”,  lavender  liberals  and  lavender  conserva¬ 
tives  cheer  as  the  Cuban  communists  demonstrate 
to  the  world  their  betrayal  of  the  humanist  ideals  of 
socialism,  with  Marxian  texts  on  alienation  lying 
discarded  on  the  ground.  Lavender  Marxists,  on  the 
other  hand,  nervously  and  silently  nod  assent  as 
their  straight  leaders  grasp  at  straws  to  make  the 
Cuban  government  look  humane  and  just.  And  in 
the  background  powerful  shadowy  figures  pray  for 
the  mutual  extermination  of  commies  and  queers 
and  for  a  final  end  to  all  deviance. 

The  caricature,  I’m  afraid,  would  not  be  too  far 
from  reality. 

But  what  the  caricature  fails  to  show  is  that  the 
refugee  situation  is  part  of  a  much  longer  story.  The 
simple  choice  between  Capitalism,  as  in  the  United 
States,  and  Communism,  as  in  Cuba,  is  a  false  one 
that  could  seem  valid  only  in  the  cold-war  atmos¬ 
phere  we  live  in.  Time  and  again  this  same  simplistic 
question  is  forced  on  us  and  we  have  yet  to  realize 
collectively  that  no  answer  to  it  can  be  right  because 
the  question,  in  its  simplicity,  is  wrong. 

Why,  after  all,  should  our  own  politics,  about  our 
own  lives,  hinge  so  critically  on  the  successes  and 
failures  of  a  revolution  in  a  country  so  different  from 
our  own  as  Cuba? 

Most  young  Cubans  inherited  their  ideas  of  pre¬ 
revolutionary  life  from  the  previous  generation, 
from  parents  and  aunts  and  uncles  whose  memories 
reveal  more  of  their  own  class  biases  than  of  the 
bloody  reality  of  Batista’s  regime.  (That  regime,  it 
should  be  reiterated,  enjoyed  the  full  support  of  our 
own  government.)  Their  notions  of  life  in  the  United 
States,  in  turn,  are  derived  from  such  sources  as 
commercial  AM  radio  broadcasts  from  southern 
Florida.  «  ’  , 

There  is  a  myth  of  life  in  the  past  and  life  across 
the  Gulf  Stream,  a  life  of  material  abundance  and 
personal  freedom  for  all.  It  springs  from  the  urgent 
need  to  escape  the  domain  of  a  puritanical,  authori¬ 
tarian  government  with  no  tolerance  for  personal 
differences,  particularly  sexual  and  affectional  dif¬ 
ferences,  and  from  the  economic  misery  that  our  own 
government  has  helped  to  create  in  Cuba.  There  is  no 
place  in  the  myth  for  the  reality  of  life  for  most 
Cubans  under  Batista  or  of  life  for  blacks,  Hispanics 
and  homosexuals  in  the  United  States.  No  room  for 
the  miserable  reality  of  life  for  gay  and  straight  alike 
under  the  repressive  rightist  governments  of  Latin 
America  that  the  United  States  has  consistently 
supported. 

But  political  argument  itself  may  be  a  cynical  way 
to  respond  to  the  reality  of  live  human  individuals 
without  homes  or  incomes  in  a  foreign  country 
whose  language  they  don’t  speak.  Concrete  human 
need  precedes  politics. 

Vladimir  Martinez  is  19  years  old  and  lived  until 
recently  in  Havana,  where  he  worked  as  a  dancer  in  a 


nightclub.  Rolando  Cespedes,  25,  was  a  television 
journalist  in  Santiago  de  Cuba. 

Here  is  the  essence  of  a  conversation  I  had  with 
them. 


Vladimir  Martinez:  In  Cuba  homosexuals  couldn’t 
live  the  way  a  decent  person  should.  We  were  dis¬ 
criminated  against  because  we  are  gay.  The  police 
were  always  mistreating  us,  they  would  beat  us, 
they  would  throw  us  in  jail.  We  couldn’t  even  be  out 
on  the  streets.  So  to  avoid  these  problems,  which 
could  cause  trouble  for  our  families,  we  would  stay  at 
home,  without  going  anywhere. 

Sometimes  my  mother  would  say  things  that 
drove  me  crazy.  My  brother,  too,  who  is  a  com¬ 
munist,  would  call  me  a  faggot  and  many  other 
things.  My  father  would  mistreat  me,  too.  I  really 
didn’t  have  any  freedom  anywhere. 

I  could  get  together  with  my  friends  at  the  night¬ 
club  where  I  worked  and  at  other  places,  but  we  were 
still  mistreated  a  lot.  We  had  to  keep  our  ID  cards  in 
our  hands  because  the  police  were  always  asking  us 
for  them.  And  we  always  had  to  hide. 

We  couldn’t  even  talk  to  anyone  because  we  were 
being  ridiculed  everywhere.  They  would  laugh  at  us. 
The  truth  is,  you  see,  that  we  didn’t  have  any  free¬ 
dom  in  Cuba. 

I  myself  have  been  bitten  three  times  by  police 
dogs  and  the  police  have  beaten  me. 

David  Morris:  How  do  gay  people  get  to  know  one 
another  in  Cuba? 

Rolando  Cespedes:  In  Santiago  de  Cuba,  by  the 
time  I  was  17  I  knew  two  or  three  homosexuals.  We 
got  along  very  well  together.  We  would  go  to  the 
beach  together,  we  would  go  to  some  park  or  to  the 
movies.  We  would  see  each  other  every  night.  We 
have  known  each  other  since  that  time,  and  as  the 
years  go  by  and  they  get  a  little  older,  we  still  know 
each  other.  Now  I  don’t  know  where  the  others  are.  I 
know  we  all  came  here  together  but  I  don’t  know 
where  they  are  now. 

VM:  I  have  always  liked  to  be  with  homosexuals. 
We  were  ridiculed  everywhere.  They  would  throw  us 
out.  They  would  close  their  doors  oh  us.  So  I  have 
always  liked  to  be  with  homosexuals  because  I  felt 
happier  with  them,  I  found  freedom  with  them;  I 
could  talk  to  them.  We  would  get  together  at  night  to 
talk:  “Ay,  I  want  to  get  out  of  here!  (Cuba)  Ay,  I  can’t 
take  any  more  of  this!”  It  was  our  homeland  but  we 
had  to  say  that  because  the  truth  is  there  was  too 
much  pain  to  go  through  every  day.  We  were  criti¬ 
cized  more  every  day,  we  were  mistreated  more  every 
day. 

DM:  Both  by  the  government  and  by  the  people? 


VM:  We  were  mistreated  by  everybody.  I  was  mis¬ 
treated  by  my  own  brother  because  I  am  homosex¬ 
ual.  By  my  aunt,  by  my  sister,  by  my  nephews,  by 
the  neighbors,  by  people  on  the  street  who  would 
laugh  at  me  as  though  I  were  crazy.  And  since  I  am  a 
homosexual  and  nothing  but  a  homosexual,  I  was 
always  a  prisoner.  They  would  ask  me  for  my  ID  card 
at  every  corner  and  they  would  give  us  a  lot  of  shit. 
DM:  Were  you  also  mistreated  thay  way,  Rolando? 
RC:  No,  usually  I  would  stay  at  home.  Very  seldom 
would  I  go  out  on  the  streets  with  the  guys  and  if  I 
went  to  the  movies  I  would  come  home  early.  But, 
yes,  sometimes  I  did  see  them  mistreating  homosex¬ 
uals  in  the  parks. 

DM:  But  did  your  neighbors  and  the  people  at 
work  know  that  you  were  gay? 

RC:  Yes,  they  knew. 

DM:  How  did  they  know? 

RC:  Because  homosexuals  would  come  to  visit  me 
at  home  or  we  would  go  out  someplace.  Then  they 
would  realize. 

DM:  It  seems  to  me  that  gay  people  here  in  the 
United  States  are  different.  It  seems  that  in  Cuba,  as 
in  other  Latin  American  countries  and  in  the  United 
States  a  few  years  ago,  there  are  two  distinct  roles, 
the  masculine  and  the  feminine. 

RC:  Well,  the  difference  isn’t  so  great.  Homosex- 
a  uals  define  themselves  by  sex  as  male  or  female,  but 
5  if  you  want  to  be  both  you  can  be  both.  I  am  both.  I 
jg  don’t  care  about  any  of  that.  I’m  fine  the  way  I  am. 
®  VM:  Real  feminine  homosexuals  like  decoration 
mi  and  like  to  dress  as  women  and  wear  lipstick.  I  like 
g  all  of  that  because  I  am  effeminate.  I  have  always 
liked  it.  I  like  to  dress  as  a  woman  and  go  for  a  walk 
to  shock  everybody.  If  I  did  that  in  Cuba,  the  police 
would  be  behind  me  with  their  dogs  and  they  would 
take  me  right  to  jail.  Here  in  the  United  States  there 
are  laws  and  you  have  to  respect  them,  but  homosex¬ 
uals  walk  down  the  middle  of  the  street  in  drag.  I 
have  seen  it  myself. 

I  have  always  liked  to  be  with  feminine  homosex¬ 
uals.  Those  are  the  real  homosexuals. 

RC:  I  have  always  gotten  along  with  everybody. 
We’re  all  the  same. 

DM:  And  what  about  women,  lesbians?  Do  you 
know  many? 

VM:  There  were  a  lot  of  lesbians.  All  the  girls  that 
danced  at  the  club  were  lesbians.  But  they  had  to 
closet  themselves.  They  couldn’t  do  what  they 
wanted  either.  Some  wanted  to  dress  as  men,  to  wear 
hats  and  to  wear  pants  all  the  time,  but  they  couldn’t 
do  that.  They  had  to  act  like  “women”  all  the  time. 

They  were  discriminated  against  a  lot  too,  and 
some  of  them  came  here.  Others  were  afraid  because 
the  police  in  Cuba  would  tell  us  that  if  we  came  to  the 
United  States  we  would  be  mistreated  because 
Carter  didn’t  want  our  kind  in  this  country.  They 
said  that  if  we  were  scum  in  Cuba  we  would  really  be 
scum  in  the  United  States. 

And  we  are  workers.  All  we  want  is  to  have  our 
freedom.  All  we  want  is  to  have  our  lives. 

DM:  So  you  had  lesbian  friends? 

RC:  Yes,  I  did.  They  would  dress  as  men.  They 
would  wear  pants  and  shirts  and  everything. 

VM:  But  sometimes  they  couldn’t  do  that  because 
if  the  police  didn’t  happen  to  like  them  they  would 
take  them  to  jail.  And  they  would  have  to  closet 
themselves  so  they  wouldn’t  go  to  jail  or  cause  a 
tragedy  for  their  families  or  for  their  children,  whom 
they  had  to  support. 

DM:  But  they  were  treated  the  same  as  you? 

RC:  Yes.  If  there  were  two  or  three  of  them  on  the 
street,  whatever  policeman  didn’t  happen  to  like 
them  could  throw  them  in  the  patrol  car  and  take 
them  off  to  jail  where  they  would  stay  until  the  next 
morning. 

DM:  But  not  as  many  lesbians  as  gay  men  came  to 
the  United  States,  did  they? 

VM:  I  don’t  know. 

RC:  We  were  separated  from  the  women  in  the 
camp.  The  women  were  on  one  side  and  the  men  were 
apart  from  them.  So  we  didn’t  know  much  about 
them.  But  there  were  a  lot  of  gay  men. 

I . . .  had  to  come  alone,  to 
live  the  way  I  should,  to 
work  hard  and  live  as  well 
as  I  can,  as  I  want  to  live. 

DM:  How  did  you  go  about  coming  to  the  United 
States? 

RC:  In  Santiago  de  Cuba  there  was  an  office  for 
those  who  wanted  to  leave  the  country.  I  went  to 
that  office  and  filled  out  some  papers.  At  about  two 
in  the  afternoon  they  took  me  to  Havana,  where  they 
let  us  off  at  a  place  called  Cuatro  Ruedas.  It  was  a 
kind  of  camp  where  there  were  a  lot  of  people  waiting 
to  go  to  Mariel.  After  that  they  took  us  to  another 
place  called  Mosquito,  which  is  a  kind  of  key.  Every¬ 
body  was  just  thrown  together  there,  sleeping  on  the 
rocks,  getting  wet  from  the  sea  and  from  the  rain.  It 
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M  was  terrible.  And  they  sicked  the  dogs  on  us. 
m  I  was  there  for  two  days,  then  they  took  us  to 
i  Mariel.  On  the  bus  they  told  us  to  say  we  were 
3lic«  refugees  from  the  Peruvian  embassy.  So  they  took  us 
ould  to  Mariel  and  put  us  on  a  fishing  boat,  which  took  us 
iwe  to  Key  West,  then  we  went  to  Pennsylvania  in  a 
sex-  plane. 

ig  I  DM:  How  long  were  you  in  the  camp? 

RC:  About  three  months, 
sex-  DM:  And  how  did  they  treat  you? 

RC:  All  right. 

ody.  VM:  They  treated  us  great.  It  was  very  different 
from  Cuba.  They  would  give  us  whatever  we  needed, 
you  personal  things,  clothes,  shoes.  We  had  never  seen 
anything  like  it. 

that  RC:  But  there  were  disturbances  anyway  because 
d  to  they  put  so  many  men  together  and  put  so  many 
hey  straight  men  together  with  gay  men.  There  were 
veai  problems  with  that.  But  otherwise,  it  was  peaceful.  I 
dn't  got  through  it  all  right. 

m  i  DM:  But  there  was  friction  between  some  of  the 
and  refugees? 

?  VM:  There  were  problems  between  some  of  the 
-  refugees  because  they  wanted  to  get  out  quickly, 
\ist  they  wanted  to  see  the  streets.  I  told  them,  “To  get 
te  out  of  Cuba,  you  did  have  to  be  impatient.  But  now 
■be  that  you’re  in  the  United  States  and  you  have 
freedom  in  your  hands,  you  shouldn’t  be  in  such  a 
our  hurry.” 

We  know  that  there  are 
^  problems  [being  gay  in  the 
ausa  jU.S.]  and  we  are  going  to 
behave  ourselves  as  well  as 
jHwe  can  so  we  won’t  have  all 
those  problems  on  our  backs. 

Dtb'RC:  Most  of  those  who  made  trouble  in  the  camp 
litojhad  been  political  prisoners.  There  were  very  big 
take  problems  and  the  police  had  to  come  in.  The  political 
next  prisoners  rebelled  and  knocked  down  fences  and 
attacked  houses  near  there. 

neto  VM:  They  had  to  send  reinforcements  in  to  calm 
down  the  Cubans.  Because  Cubans,  at  least  some 
Cubans,  are  unappreciative.  It’s  very  painful  for  me 
j  th»  to  think  of  all  the  things  that  happened  to  them, 
-?  even  more  that  happened  to  the  children  who  came 
ibout  with  us  on  the  boats.  There  was  a  lot  of  hunger.  Some 
mothers  couldn’t  bring  their  children  out  of  Cuba 
and  had  to  come  alone. 

I,  too,  had  to  come  alone,  to  live  the  way  I  should, 
to  work  hard  and  live  as  well  as  I  can,  as  I  want  to 
live.  And  that’s  why  some  of  the  Cubans  seem  unap¬ 
preciative.  They  just  want  to  live,  to  be  more  than 
they  had  been.  They  want  to  have  more. 

DM:  You  are  both  young.  Do  you  know  anything 
about  Cuba  under  Batista? 

jjted  VM:  Before  the  revolution  there  was  none  of  that 
kind  of  mistreatment.  It  was  all  very  different. 
,e  for  Later,  when  the  revolutionaries  won  and  Castro 
'nt  to  came  to  power  and  communism  came,  they  kept 
,two5  making  new  laws  all  the  time.  The  truth  is,  every 
time  he  made  a  new  law  you  had  to  obey  it. 
ffaSi  And  Cubans  go  through  a  lot  of  scarcity,  a  lot  of 
•tjug  hunger.  You  can  buy  shoes  only  once  a  year,  socks 
Mice  a  year,  clothes  only  once  a  year. 

.j,,.  DM:  But  if  the  Batista  government  was  very  bad 
'^land  the  revolution  was  made  to  liberate  the  Cuban 
^  jt,  people,  what  happened  between  what  was  said  and 


what  was  done? 

RC:  From  what  I  know,  in  Batista’s  time  people 
were  poor  because  they  couldn’t  work.  There  were 
plenty  of  jobs.  Changing  one  regime  for  another  is  all 
very  well,  but  things  have  gotten  very  bad. 

Not  that  there  aren’t  good  jobs  now,  jobs  in  fac¬ 
tories,  jobs  in  bookstores,  or  jobs,  like  mine,  in  tele¬ 
vision.  I  had  a  good  job.  But  sometimes  there  are 
none,  sometimes  people  don’t  have  jobs.  Sometimes 
the  only  jobs  are  very  bad  ones,  like  digging  ditches 
with  a  pick  and  shovel. 

VM:  There  are  some  jobs  that  pay  only  95  pesos  a 
month.  Where  I  worked  in  the  cabaret  I  earned  very 
little.  I  made  only  120  pesos  a  month  to  support  my 
mother,  my  sister  and  myself.  The  three  of  us  could 
barely  make  it. 

Of  the  homosexuals  in  Cuba,  there  are  some  who 
are  doctors,  teachers,  professors,  architects,  engi¬ 
neers.  There  are  homosexuals  who  came  to  the 
United  States  who  had  very  good  jobs  in  Cuba. 
There  are  writers,  poets.  But  the  truth  is  they  were 
paid  very  little  there. 

RC:  I  also  was  paid  120  pesos  a  month  at  my  job. 
My  mother  and  father  worked,  too,  and  my  two 
brothers  went  to  school.  The  money  would  accumu¬ 
late  from  month  to  month  because  there  was  nothing 
to  spend  it  on,  there  was  nothing  to  buy. 

VM:  Here  you  buy  what  you  need,  but  in  Cuba 
everything  goes  by  the  ration  book.  Food  is  rationed, 
meat  is  rationed,  everything  is  rationed.  You  have  to 
buy  it  on  the  day  that’s  assigned.  You  get  meat  once 
a  month,  and  then  they  only  give  you  the  bones. 

I’ve  been  to  the  stores  here,  and  I  say,  “But  what 
is  this?  This  is  wonderful.”  I’ve  seen  the  apples,  the 
grapes,  the  cans  of  tomatoes,  every  kind  of  food. 
There  is  none  of  that  in  Cuba.  You  can’t  go  into  a 
store  and  get  what  you  want.  The  storekeeper  is  the 
only  one  that  gets  what  he  wants. 

In  Cuba,  you  never  see  apples,  you  never  see 
grapes,  you  never  see  any  of  that.  There  was  all  of 
that  in  Batista’s  time.  But  now,  since  the  commun¬ 
ists  came  in,  there  is  none  of  it.  The  young  people 
have  never  seen  any  of  that,  those  cassette  players, 
those  recorders,  those  beautiful  radios  that  I’ve  seen 
here.  Those  sunglasses,  those  shoes  that  I’ve  never 
worn. 

RC:  In  Cuba  they  outlawed  Christmas.  The  toys 
they  sell  in  the  stores  now  aren’t  good  quality  toys. 
They  outlawed  Christmas  five  or  six  years  ago. 

VM:  The  worker  in  Cuba  has  to  work  very  hard  to 
earn  a  living  to  support  his  family.  He  earns  very 
little. 

In  Cuba,  you  can’t  work  in  good  places,  you  have 
to  work  where  the  Ministry  of  Labor  tells  you  to 
work,  at  construction  jobs,  on  the  streets,  collecting 
garbage.  Almost  nobody  wants  to  do  those  jobs. 
Some  do,  because  that  work  has  to  be  done,  but  most 
don’t  because  they  don’t  like  that  kind  of  work. 

RC:  I  used  to  work  from  six  in  the  morning  to  six  in 
the  evening,  every  day,  from  Monday  to  Sunday.  I 
was  used  to  it,  I’m  used  to  working  hard. 

I  worked  in  television  in  Santiago  de  Cuba.  Some¬ 
times  I  would  go  to  Havana  to  film  something  or  to 
report  on  something.  But  the  news  stories  that  I 
would  do  were  always  about  Fidel  or  about  a  visit  by 
some  leader  of  another  country.  I  didn’t  like  it.  Some¬ 
times  I  didn’t  want  to  do  that  job  and  I  would  send 
someone  else  to  do  it,  but  in  the  end  I  would  still 
have  to  do  things  like  that.  I  had  to  work  at 
something. 

DM:  Could  you  choose  which  events  to  report  on? 
RC:  No,  in  that  type  of  work  there  was  no  freedom. 
The  administration  made  all  those  decisions. 

We  had  to  keep  our  I.D. 
cards  in  our  hands  because 
the  police  were  always  asking 
us  for  them.  We  always  had 
to  hide. 

DM:  Vladimir,  you  haven’t  told  me  the  story  of 
how  you  came  here. 

VM:  The  story  of  my  coming  here  involves  a  very 
bad  experience.  I  went  through  a  lot.  It  is  painful  for 
me  to  tell  it  but  I  have  to.  I  came  to  the  United 
States  because  of  a  man,  a  policeman.  I  had  to  spend 
the  night  with  that  man  so  he  would  arrange  the 
papers  for  me  to  come  here.  I  had  to  go  to  bed  with 
that  man,  who  is  a  guard  with  the  Cuban  police. 

At  Mosquito  I  went  hungry  and  they  took  me 
around  with  a  sign  attached  saying,  “Faggot”.  They 
sicked  the  dogs  on  me. 

Some  Cubans  interviewed  me  for  television  in 
Mariel.  They  asked  me  if  I  had  to  leave  because  I  was 
a  homosexual.  I  told  them,  “I’m  leaving  here 
because  of  everything.  Because  of  scarcity,  because 
of  hunger,  because  of  work,  and  because  of  what 
people  say  about  me.  I ’m  leaving  because  the  truth 
is  that  Cubans  can’t  continue  to  be  what  Castro 
wants  us  to  be.”  ? 


Then  they  asked  me  if  I  was  going  to  continue  to 
be  a  homosexual  in  the  United  States.  I  told  them 
that  was  none  of  their  business. 

DM:  So  you  are  both  living  in  Boston  now? 

RC:  I’m  living  in  Lynn  and  I’m  doing  very  well 
with  my  sponsor.  I’m  working  in  a  plant  store. 
Besides  that  I  watch  television  or  listen  to  the  radio 
or  listen  to  music  on  the  stereo.  Sometimes  we  go  out 
to  eat.  I  don’t  like  to  go  out  alone. 

DM:  Are  you  learning  English? 

RC:  Yes,  every  day  I  learn  a  little  more.  I  start 
English  classes  on  October  6. 

. . .  we’re  not  crazy.  That’s 
the  way  we  are,  we’re 
homosexuals.  That’s  the  way 
we  feel. 

VM:  It  took  a  lot  of  effort  for  me  to  get  to  Boston.  I 
was  claimed  at  the  camp  by  a  friend  of  my  sister’s. 
That  woman  didn’t  want  to  have  homosexuals  in  her 
house.  She  didn’t  like  me  from  the  start.  She  mis¬ 
treated  me  and  threw  me  out.  Since  I  didn’t  have  any 
place  else  to  go,  I  went  to  the  Red  Cross,  where  I 
spoke  to  a  great  woman.  She  was  very  good  to  me 
and  found  me  a  room  in  Lawrence.  I  lived  there  for 
three  weeks.  Then  I  tried  to  see  if  she  could  get  me 
sent  to  Boston,  because  in  Lawrence  there  weren’t 
any  other  homosexuals  that  I  could  talk  to.  So  they 
talked  to  a  very  good  person  here  named  Bernardo. 
He  has  been  very  good  to  me.  They  have  taken  care 
of  me.  I  don’t  know  how  to  thank  them  enough.  They 
brought  me  here  to  live  until  I  can  start  work  and 
school. 

The  truth  is  it’s  been  a  lot  of  effort  and  a  lot  of 
pain  because  in  Lawrence  I  was  ridiculed.  I  had  to 
closet  myself  so  they  wouldn’t  ridicule  me  or  laugh 
at  me  or  throw  rocks  at  me  the  way  they  did  in  Cuba. 
I  was  ready  to  believe  it  was  worse  in  this  country 
than  in  Cuba.  That’s  why  I  was  praying  to  God  to  be 
able  to  come  to  Boston. 

DM:  So  you  know  there  are  many  problems  for 
homosexuals  here  in  the  United  States  too? 

VM:  We  know  that  there  are  problems.  And  we  are 
going  to  behave  ourselves  as  well  as  we  can  so  won’t 
have  all  those  problems  on  our  backs. 

DM:  But  nevertheless,  even  if  you  behave  your¬ 
selves  there  are  still  problems. 

VM:  I  don’t  know  how  else  we  can  live. 

DM:  Have  you  seen  anything  of  the  Gay  Libera¬ 
tion  Movement  here? 

RC:  I  know  that  my  sponsor  is  an  organizer,  but 
that’s  all  I  know. 

DM:  Do  you  know  that  sex  between  men  is  against 
VM:  We  didn’t  know  that. 

RC:  Well,  we  may  not  be  normal,  but  how  else  can 
we  be? 

VM:  The  lady  at  the  Red  Cross  told  me  that  homo¬ 
sexuals  in  Boston  are  considered  crazy.  But  we’re 
not  crazy.  That’s  the  way  we  are,  we’re  homosexuals. 
That’s  the  way  we  feel. 

RC:  We’ve  come  out  of  an  inferno  to  live  here  in 
peace,  whatever  happens.  All  I  want  is  to  work  and 
live  in  peace. 

VM:  In  peace,  yes,  but  as  he  said  there  are  still 
problems. 

RC:  I  haven’t  seen  any  of  those  yet.  So  we’ll  see, 
we’ll  take  things  as  they  come. 

VM:  Thke  things  as  they  come  and  get  used  to  the 
laws  in  the  United  States. 

RC:  Exactly,  because  in  Cuba  it  wasn’t  just  laws,  it 
was  very  real,  like  a  wound. 

VM:  In  Cuba  there  aren’t  any  discos,  there’s  no 
going  out  on  the  streets  in  drag.  In  Cuba  there’s 
none  of  that.  Not  even  going  out  in  shorts  or 
barefoot. 

RC:  It’s  very  different  there.  In  Cuba  you  can’t 
even  go  out  without  a  shirt  on;  there’s  a  five-peso 
fine.  It’s  not  the  same  as  here. 

VM:  I  don’t  know  if  I’ll  ever  be  able  to  go  back  to 
Cuba  to  see  my  family,  who  are  still  there.  When  I 
left  Cuba,  a  policeman  told  me  I  wouldn’t  be  able  to 
go  back  because  if  I  did,  they  would  put  me  in  jail. 
RC:  But  that’s  all  over  now.  Lo  que  paso,  paso. 


•  Page  11 


Douglas  Hadden 


San  Francisco’s  Divided  Community 


By  John  Kyper 

During  Gay  Freedom  Day  I  ran 
into  a  longtime  friend  from 
Vermont,  who  was  on  crutches 
and  had  one  leg  in  a  cast.  He  told 
me  he  had  been  attacked  two  days 
before  by  a  gang  of  toughs  as  he 
was  walking  from  Land’s  End  past 
Ocean  Beach— one  of  the  most 
dangerous  places  in  San  Francisco 
for  gays.  (I  was  once  nearly  at¬ 
tacked  there,  myself.)  His  com¬ 
panion  who  was  visiting  from 
Chicago  was  still  in  the  hospital. 

When  my  friend  reported  the 
attack  to  Community  United 
Against  Violence,  one  of  the  first 
things  he  was  asked  was  whether 
the  assailants  were  black  or 
Latino,  a  question  he  resented 
very  much.  Another  friend  who 
had  been  the  victim  of  anti-gay 
violence  complained  of  the  same 
experience. 

Unfortunately,  racism  has  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  most  controver¬ 
sial  characteristics  of  CUAV,  one 
symptom  of  why  the  community  it, 
seeks  to  serve  shall  never  unite. 
The  most  blatant  example  has 
been  the  organization’s  “Com¬ 
munity  Alert”  column  in  the  Bay 
Area  Reporter,  reporting  anti-gay 
violence,  which  for  a  long  time 


used  to  list  attackers  by  race. 

CUAV  was  frequently  criticized 
for  this  practice.  To  cite  race  con¬ 
stantly,  without  supplying  a 
physical  description,  leaves  the  im¬ 
plication  that  there  is  a  correlation 
between  race  and  homophobia— 
especially  after  I  saw  the  term 
“Latino  thuglette”  so  often  that 
the  juxtaposition  began  to  remind 
me  of  the  way  some  people  say 
“pushy  Jew.”  Too,  it  ignores  the 
fact  that  gay  blacks  and  Latinos 
are  also  among  the  victims. 

Last  fall  representatives  of 
CUAV  spoke  before  the  Unitarian 
Universalist  Gay  Caucus.  When  I 
confronted  Jacalyn  Hamilton  with 
my  objections  to  this  racism,  I  was 
ignored  as  if  I  had  never  spoken.  A 
few  minutes  later  she  was  again  re¬ 
ferring  to  some  anonymous 
“Latino  gang”  in  the  Mission. 

In  a  speech  containing  more 
passion  than  logic,  Hamilton  told 
us  that  if  we  were  harassed  we 
must  always  respond.  This  is  the 
worst  advice  I  could  imagine — 
there  have  been  times  when  I  could 
have  been  killed  had  I  responded 
to  the  taunts  of  a  gang,  like  the 
time  when  I  was  nearly  attacked  at 
Ocean  Beach.  Hamilton  portrayed 
herself  as  a  martyr  for  getting 


beaten  up  by  the  police  while  coor¬ 
dinating  CUAV’s  Halloween  party 
of  Castro  Street  four  nights  be¬ 
fore.  Several  months  later  accusa¬ 
tions  of  irresponsibility  during 
Halloween,  resulting  in  injury  to 
several  monitors,  were  a  factor  in 
her  defeat  as  co-chair  of  the  Gay 
Freedom  Day  Security  Commit¬ 
tee.  Throughout  this  and  subse¬ 
quent  talks  I  have  heard  Hamilton 
give,  I  have  felt  talked  down  to,  as 
if  we  dumb  people  knew  nothing 
of  self-defense. 

CUAV  recently  dropped  racial 
categorizations  from  its  reports  in 
BAR,  though  the  column  remains 
as  sensationalistic  as  ever.  (The 
repeated  use  of  the  word  “thug¬ 
lette”  curdles  my  blood.  It’s  an 
ugly  piece  of  campiness  we  could 
do  without.)  Racist  insinuations 
still  appear  from  time  to  time,  and 
racial  labeling  is  still  commonplace 
elsewhere  in  BAR,  and  in  the 
Sentinel.  A  friend  who  recently 
took  CUAV’s  mace  training 
course  showed  me  a  handout  that 
repeated  the  unsupported  claim 
that  the  majority  of  attackers  are 
blacks  and  Latinos.  My  own  ob¬ 
servations,  and  the  experiences  of 
friends,  make  me  question  this 
assertion.  No  doubt  CUAV’s 
reports  are  skewed  by  the  Castro’s 
position  between  the  Mission  and 
the  Western  Addition,  two  minor¬ 
ity  communities  feeling  the 
pressure  of  gay  immigration. 

To  discuss  anti-gay  violence  but 
ignore  the  broader  context  of  the 
housing  crisis  in  this  city  is  pure 
folly.  Poor  and  working  people  are 
being  driven  from  their  homes  by 
skyrocketing  rents  and  evictions: 
We  are  the  scapegoats.  The  local 
gay  press,  enamoured  with  the 
Gay  Mecca  and  their  financial 
stake  in  it,  remain  insistently 
oblivious  to  the  connection.  Perry 
George  in  his  column  in  The  Voice 
once  smugly  contemplated  the 
driving  out  of  all  the  families  from 
San  Francisco. 

I  bitterly  resent  seeing  gay  liber¬ 
ation’s  progressive  exploitation  by 
fast  buck  artists — just  a  I  resent 
the  guilt-ridden  liberal  claptrap  of 
the  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Com¬ 
mittee’s  pamphlet  “Blow  the 
Whistle  on  Urban  Genocide,” 
which  sees  those  blacks  who  attack 
gays  as  “freedom  fighters”  for 
their  neighborhoods.  Using  one’s 
oppression  to  justify  oppressing 
others  has  the  same  specious  logic, 
whether  used  by  a  real  estate  spec¬ 
ulator  or  by  a  switchblade  virtuoso 
preying  on  people  on  the  streets. 
When  a  gay  “brother”  like  realtor 
Donald  Lipper  states  in  the  San 
Francisco  Chronicle,  “Why  the 
hell  should  this  gem  of  a  city  be 
given  to  welfare  blacks?  Put  them 
in  Idaho,  or  at  least  Oakland,”  I 
know  we  are  not  involved  in  the 
same  struggle,  any  more  than  I  feel 
at  one  with  a  gay  militarist  who 
wants  to  whip  ass  in  Iran. 

Early  last  year,  shortly  after 
moving  to  San  Francisco,  I  rented 
an  apartment  three  blocks  behind 
City  Hall,  on  the  edge  of  the 
Western  Addition.  I  soon  realized 
that  the  neighborhood  was  being 
transformed  into  an  annex  of  the 
Castro  right  before  my  very  eyes. 
My  landlord ,  who ’s  straight,  was 
using  lower  income  gays  to  block- 
bust  the  building,  forcing  out 
blacks  and  other  poor  people. 

While  I  was  there  the  building 
across  the  street  was  renovated  by 
its  new  owners,  two  gay  men.  It  re¬ 
opened  in  the  middle  of  the 
summer,  with  one-bedroom  apart¬ 
ments  beginning  at  $300.  Neigh¬ 
borhood  tensions  started  to  rise 
suddenly.  Six  years  ago  in  Boston  I 
witnessed  the  racial  strife  of  a 
neighborhood  being  abandoned 
and  burned;  now  I  was  witnessing 
the  strife  of  a  neighborhood  that 
was  being  “rehabilitated.”  In 
neither  case  could  I  identify  with 
what  other  whites,  or  other  gays, 
were  doing  in  my  name.  I  felt  I  was 


being  set  up  because  of  what  I  was. 

I  first  visited  San  Francisco  in 
the  summer  of  1976.  The  free  spirit 
that  had  propelled  gay  liberation 
at  the  beginning  of  the  decade  still 
lived  in  alternative  institutions  like 
Lavender  U,  BAGL  (Bay  Area 
Gay  Liberation)  and  the  Page 
Street  Community  Center.  The 
city  had  magic.  I  was  burned  out 
after  living  through  Boston’s 
busing  wars.  The  multi-racial  and 
cultural  diversity  of  San  Francisco 
(not  to  mention  the  greater  racial 
diversity  of  the  available  men)  was 
the  tonic  I  needed  after  living 
amidst  a  racially  polarized  envi¬ 
ronment  for  so  long. 

Busing  had  taken  its  toll  on  me, 
testing  my  sanity  in  ways  I  had 
never  expected.  My  racism  had 
grown,  something  very  painful  to 
admit.  I  feared  blacks — that  I 
could  have  predicted.  But  I  was 
beginning  to  hate  some  other 
whites,  especially  those  racists 
whose  anti-black  attacks  were  also 
inciting  violence,  against  innocent 
whites  like  myself.  The  latter  reali¬ 
zation  was  much  harder  to  live 
with.  When  a  black  friend  de¬ 
scribed  being  forcedoff  the  road  by 
a  gang  of  South  Boston  toughs 
while  he  was  bicycling,  and 
exploded,  “Goddamnit,  Hitler 
killed  the  wrong  people!”  I  found 
a  part  of  myself  agreeing  with  him. 
In  wishing  a  Holocaust  upon  the 
Irish  (no  doubt  a  throwback  to 
generations  of  Protestant  bigotry) 
I  realized  that  I  had  begun  to  hate 
back  and  play  the  bigot’s  own 
games. 

Not  surprisingly,  the  memory  of 
my  month-long  visit  dogged  me 
long  after  I  had  returned  to 
Boston.  I  decided  to  move  to  San 
Francisco  shortly  after  Harvey 
Milk’s  election  to  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  at  a  time  when  we  in 
Boston  were  fighting  an  anti-gay 
witchhunt  that  the  district 
attorney  had  concocted  in  his  bid 
for  reelection  (we  eventually  won). 
In  an  interview  with  Joe  Martin  on 
the  Cambridge  gay  radio  program 
“Closet  Space,”  Milk  said  that 
gays  have  two  options:  “to  come 
to  San  Francisco  where  it’s 
accepted,  or  stay. .  .and  fight.”  I 
was  finally  weary  of  butting  my 
head  all  of  my  life  against  the  hide¬ 
bound  conservatism  of  New 
England. 

By  the  time  I  finally  moved 
here,  however,  San  Francisco  was 
well  on  its  way  to  polarization  in 
the  wake  of  Jonestown  and  the 
assassinations  of  Milk  and  George 
Moscone.  The  search  for  scape¬ 
goats— “kooks”— was  on,  in  the 
press  and  everywhere  else.  Anti¬ 
gay  violence  was  escalating.  Police 
harassment,  most  notably  in  the 
Tenderloin  District  and  the  attack 
on  Peg’s  Place  bar,  further 
inflamed  gay  paranoia,  along  with 
the  insensitivity  of  Mayor 
Feinstein.  Six  months  later  came 
the  inevitable  explosion,  the  riot  at 
City  Hall,  after  a  jury  from  which 
gays  were  excluded  was  moved  by 
pity  to  find  assassin  Dan  White 
guilty  of  involuntary  man¬ 
slaughter. 

Positions  have  hardened  in  the 
time  since  the  White  Night  Riot. 
The  increase  in  the  violence 
against  us  seems  to  be  permanent. 
Maudlin  nostalgia  for  “Old  San 
Francisco”  has  become  a  respect¬ 
able  cover  for  bigoted  sniping  by 
Herb  Caen  ( San  Francisco 
Chronicle  columnist)  and  his  even 
shoddier  imitators  in  the  local 
press.  As  in  Boston,  I  have  the 
feeling  of  living  in  a  permanent 
war  zone. 

The  occasionally  astute,  if 
paranoid,  Chronicle  columnist 
Charles  McCabe  once  wrote  of  the 
“gay  invasion”  of  San  Francisco. 
Population  displacement  is  inevi¬ 
tably  seen  as  an  “invasion”  by 
those  who  were  there  first,  gener¬ 
ating  multifold  tensions  on  all 
sides.  Those  in  the  gay  community 


who  refuse  to  recognize  this  simple 
fact  endanger  us  all.  The  local  gay 
press  systematically  equates 
opposition  with  homophobia, 
whether  or  not  such  is  actually  the 
case.  When  Haight  Street  neigh¬ 
bors  of  the  I-Beam  disco  objected 
to  its  application  for  an  after 
hours  permit,  they  were  accused  of 
being  anti-gay  by  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter  (BAR).  A  letter  by  a  gay 
man  living  in  the  neighborhood 
who  based  his  objection  to  the 
permit  on  the  disco’s  excessive 
noise  was  never  printed. 

Such  gay  provincialism  is  com¬ 
plemented  with  a  San  Francisco 
gay  chauvinism  that  ignores  and 
belittles  the  struggles  going  on 
elsewhere— except  when  they  can 
be  used  as  an  object  lesson  on  how 
much  worse  things  supposedly  are 
elsewhere.  When  the  gay  ordi¬ 
nances  in  Santa  Clara  County 
were  overwhelmingly  defeated  in 
June,  BAR  saw  fit  to  bury  the 
story  on  page  12,  under  the  hypo¬ 
critical  headline,  “Did  San 
Francisco  give  enough  aid?” 
Don’t  bother  me,  man,  I’m  having 
a  good  time.  We  see  downright 
complacency  in  the  face  of  a 
resurgent  Right  Wing  that  has 
placed  us  in  the  center  of  its 
pantheon  of  “Godless”  uppity 
minorities  that  it  can  blame  with 
utter  abandon  for  all  the  ills  of  the 
nation. 

Instead  of  drawing  the  connec¬ 
tions  to  encourage  us  to  see  our 
common  enemy,  minority  is  pieced 
off  against  minority  in  the  old 
game  of  divide  and  conquer. 
Black/Latino  homophobia  be¬ 
comes  the  excuse  for  gay  racism, 
and  vice-versa.  Tragically,  the  gay 
press  has  fed  into  the  nasty  we- 
versus-they  tunnel  vision  that  has 
become  endemic  in  this  com¬ 
munity.  Several  months  ago  a  man 
described  to  me  with  bitter  relish 
how  he  responded  to  the  homo- 
phobic  taunts  of  a  gang  by  calling 
them  “spies,”  then  launched  into 
a  morbid  tirage  about  how  much 
he  wanted  to  kill  them. 

We  feel  powerless  to  halt  the 
violence  against  us.  We  must  resist 
the  strong  temptation  to  scapegoat 
other  people.  Bigotry,  feeding 
upon  itself,  succeeds  only  in 
spreading  ugliness.  Folks  obsessed 
with  hating  other  people  are  not 
very  likeable;  they  seem  to  radiate 
self-hatred. 

I  am  often  less  worried  about 
what  others  may  do  to  us  than  I 
am  about  what  we  do  to  ourselves, 
and  to  each  other.  I  have  been 
robbed  at  knifepoint  by  gay 
muggers.  The  drug  abuse  and 
alcoholism  in  this  community  is  a 
time  bomb  destroying  it  from 
within.  (What  are  the  long-term 
effects  of  isobutyl  nitrite— 
“poppers”?  Who  benefits  by  their 
sale?)  And  the  nastiness  and  in¬ 
tolerance  I  have  seen  amongst  us, 
especially  within  the  last  year, 
disgusts  and  depresses  me.  We 
continue  to  be  agents  of  our  own 
oppression. 

The  continual  sniping  from 
people  who  are  supposed  to  be  my 
brothers  and  sisters  is  disheart¬ 
ening.  Although  annoying,  the  oc¬ 
casional  lesbian  attacks  on  gay 
male  sexuality  are  the  least  of  my 
problem,  in  a  city  where  “gay” 
means  overwhelmingly  male  and 
where  I  don’t  care  to  follow  the 
fashions  of  what  being  gay  is 
supposed  to  be. 

Let  me  cite  a  few  examples:  Last 
spring  some  of  our  “brothers”  on 
Castro  Street  red-baited  a  gay  con¬ 
tingent  marching  to  an  anti-draft 
rally  in  Civic  Center,  and  threw 
stones  at  us  from  atop  a  building. 
A  roommate  who  has  hair  below 
the  shoulders  was  called  a 
“straight  panhandler”  while 
walking  down  Castro,  and  told, 
“Go  back  to  the  Haight  where  you 
belong.”  When  he  informed  his 
critic  he  was  neither  straight  nor  a 
Continued  on  Page  13 
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Random  Lust  qp  Epilogue 


By  Andrea  F.  Loewenstein 
(ten  years  later. . .) 

“Hey  Jo!”  Josie  looked  up 
from  the  pile  of  foul  smelling 
bones  she  was  building  something 
with  on  the  kitchen  table.  “You 
can  call  me‘Sharkskin’  from  now 
on,  OK?“  Jo  Burke  shrugged  off 
her  worn  leather  jacket,  and 
passed  a  slim  worn  hand  through 
her  silvery  hair. 

“Yeah,  sure,  and  you  can  call 
me  ‘Rattlesnake’,”  she  replied 
humphily.  “And  what  are  you 
doing  with  those  stinking  bones, 
Josie?”  There  was  no  reply. 

“Alright,  what  are  you  doing 
vith  them,  Sharkskin ?” 

“Well,  you  said  I  could  save  the 
chicken  bones  from  dinner.  And 


that  time  I  went  to  the  beach  with 
Fern  and  LaFlora  there  were  all 
these  dead  seagulls?  So  I  thought 
I’d  build  a  model  Brontosaurus 
dinosaur  fetus  for  Science.  And 
my  sex  education  teacher  even  said 
that  if  your  mother  discourages 
your  science  experiments  it  means 
she  wants  you  to  turn  out  to  be  a 
stereotyped  female  like  she  is.  And 
I  said  you ’d  never  discourage  me, 
because  you  were  a  dyke,  and  so 
was  I.  1  didn’t  want  to  say  you 
weren’t  my  real  mother,  you 
know.  She  gave  me  this  note  to 
give  you.  And  anyway.  Fern  told 
me  everyone  has  the  write  to  re¬ 
name  themselves,  so  how  come 
you  won’t  let  me?” 


Taking  the  note,  Jo  half 
laughed,  half  sighed.  “Why  don’t 
you  ask  Fern  if  she  and  LaFlora 
would  like  to  have  yo  for  another 
weekend,  so  1  can  go  to  the  Cape 
with  Annie,  seeing  that  she  has  so 
much  valuable  information.” 

“OK”,  Josie  agreed.  “But 
who’s  Annie?  How  come  you 
don’t  stay  with  one  woman,  like 
Fern  and  LaFlora  do?” 

“Guess  it’s  just  the  way  I’m 
made”  Jo  said.  “Maybe  you 
better  get  used  to  it,  huh?” 

“Yeah,  I  guess.  Anyway,  you 
got  me.”  Josie  gave  her  a  dead- 
seagull  odorous  hug. 

“Speaking  of  getting  you, 
here’s  a  postcard  from  your 


mother.  It  just  came.”  Jo  passed 
over  the  card,  showing  a  clenched 
and  tatooed  fist. 

“Jo,  she  says  do  I  want  to  go 
cross-country  with  her  and  her 
club  this  summer!  She  says  I  can 
ride  in  back  of  her  bike  and  be  the 
youngest  member  of  ‘Vanessa  and 
the  Vampires!”  Can  I,  Jo,  can  I?” 

“Sure.  Why  not.  But  you  can’t 
have  a  leather  jacket,  I  already 
told  you  that.  Not  till  you  turn 
eleven.”  And,  stretching  out  on 
her  loft-bed,  Jo  read  the  letter 
from  the  school. 

“Dear  Ms  Burke: 

While  we  at  Progresso- 
Magnetized  school  do  have 
every  confidence  in  your 


parenting  ability,  yet  and 
still  we  must  express  our 
belief  that  ten  years  old  is  a 
little  young  to  decide  on  a 
sexual  orientation  in  this 
wide  and  changing  world  of 
ours.  Perhaps  you  would  be 
willing  to  come  in  and 

discuss  this  with  us? . 

“Oh  Goddess”,  oathed  Jo,  as 
she  remembered  what  now  seemed 
to  her  free  and  easy  pre-parent 
days.  “One  thing  you  gotta  watch 
out  for”  she  called  to  Josie,  who 
had  built  an  enormous  dinosaur 
leg  with  the  bones.  “Is  Random 
Lust.  Ya  never  know  what  it  can 
get  you  into.” 


San  Francisco 


continued  from  page  12 
panhandler,  he  was  met  with 
hostile  disbelief.  A  black/gay 
activist,  on  his  way  home  after 
facing  the  animosity  of  black 
homophobes  at  a  community 
meeting  in  the  Western  Addition, 
was  refused  admission  to  a  Castro 
Street  bar  because  he  could  not 
produce  three  pieces  of  identi¬ 
fication. 

The  controversies  over  the 
protest  against  the  movie 
Cruising,  and  whether  to  have 
speakers  at  the  Gay  Freedom  Day 
rally,  proved  the  most  graphic 
examples  of  the  divisions  in  this 
community — aided  and  abetted 
by  dishonest  coverage  in  the  local 
gay  press.  Whatever  faults  the 
protesters  may  have  had,  pub¬ 
lishers  Charles  Lee  Morris  of  the 
Sentinel  and  Paul  Hardman  of 
The  Voice  distorted  their  coverage 
of  these  stories,  humoring  their 
egos  as  Responsible  Gay  Leaders, 
apart  from  the  unpredictable 
radical  rabble.  Respectability, 
above  all  else. 

There  was  much  that  could  be 
faulted  with  the  Stop  the  Movie 
Cruising  Committee — beginning 
with  its  unfortunate  choice  of 
name,  which  implied  a  desire  for 
censorship.  I  was  bothered  by  its 
booth  on  Castro  Street,  a  paper- 
mache  model  of  a  charred  Trans- 
america  Pyramid,  parent  company 
to  United  Artists,  distributors  of 
the  movie.  Too,  there  was  a  strain 
of  intolerance  among  some 
members  of  the  Committee, 
symptomized  by  an  attempt  to 
shout  down  Randy  Alfred  as  he 
was  moderating  a  panel  discussion 
on  the  Film. 

Nevertheless,  these  two  papers 
in  particular  concentrated  their 
coverage  and  editorial  invective 
upon  the  “extremism”  of  the  pro¬ 
testors,  ignoring  the  issues  that 
were  being  raised.  Concern  for  the 
First  Amendment  obscured  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  Committee’s 
allegations  that  the  movie  would 
provoke  more  anti-gay  violence. 
Historical  parallels  were  never 
mentioned:  Over  sixty  years  ago 
many  blacks  had  similarly  pro¬ 
tested  the  release  of  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan  propaganda  Film  Birth  of  a 
Nation,  and  they  were  likewise 
viliFied  by  white  and  black  estab- 


lishmentarians.  A  month  after  the 
February  opening  of  Cruising, 
protests  by  San  Francisco’s  Asian 
community  against  the  planned 
Filming  of  a  Charlie  Chan  movie  in 
Chinatown — an  example  of 
cultural  imperialism  reminiscent 
of  the  invasion  of  Greenwich 
Village  to  film  Cruising — received 
no  acknowledgement  in  the  local 
gay  press.  (Maybe  last  year’s 
battles  in  the  streets  of  Greenwich 
Village  had  their  effect:  Charlie 
Chan  producers  retreated  to  a  set 
after  it  became  clear  they  would 
need  a  large  security  force  in  order 
to  film  on  Grant  Avenue.) 

It  was  an  appropriate  reflection 
on  the  speakers  controversy  that 
two  of  the  highlights  of  Gay 
Freedom  Day,  Barbara  Cameron 
and  Robin  Tyler,  had  not  been 
authorized  by  the  Parade’s 
corporate  committee,  even  after 
the  general  membership  had  voted 
at  a  heated  meeting  two  weeks 
before  the  event  to  have  them 
speak.  Cameron,  a  representative 
of  Gay  American  Indians,  best 
characterized  the  initial  decision 
not  to  have  speakers  with  her 
devastating  parody  on  the  1980 
Gay  Freedom  Day  slogan:  “Enter¬ 
tainment  and  jugglers  for  all.” 
She  had  to  infiltrate  the  stage  as  a 
member  of  a  band  in  order  to 
speak,  aptly  charging,  that  many 
people  “have  adopted  the  oppres¬ 
sive  and  subversive  tactics  of 
heterosexual  society  by  exercising 
censorship  and  perpetuating 
alienation  and  distrust  in  our 
community.” 

Lesbian  comic  Robin  Tyler  has 
been  viliFied  because  of  her  visible 
role  in  reversing  the  no-speakers 
policy,  and  because  her  supporters 
rushed  the  stage  to  demand  that 
she  speak.  She  was  accused, 
perhaps  with  some  justice,  of 
being  on  an  ego  trip.  Yet  she,  too, 
spoke  to  the  heart  of  the  matter  in 
her  brief  speech.  Referring  to  the 
dispute  over  speakers,  she  said, 
“We  must  never  take  politics  out 
of  our  festivals.  We  must  never 
take  politics  off  stage.”  She 
reminded  the  rally  of  the  Broad¬ 
way  play  Bent,  where,  she  said, 
“They  (the  Nazis)  made  us  kill 
each  other.” 

I  attended  the  climactic  meeting 
in  which  the  general  membership 


flaming  OUT 

As  lesbians  and  gay  men,  we  all  share  the  experience  of  coming  out. 
Some  of  our  stories  are  joyous  while  others  are  filled  with  pain,  but  all 
touch  our  lives  in  some  way.  For  these  reasons,  I  hope  to  begin  a  new 
column  at  GCN  dealing  with  your  coming  out  stories.  If  you  would  be 
interested  in  sharing  your  story  with  us,  please  send  it  to  us.  Keep  it 
short:  limit  the  story  to  three  double-spaced  type-written  pages.  I  will 
choose  those  which  1  feel  are  of  greatest  interest  to  our  readers.  Even  if 
you  have  never  written  in  your  life,  try  your  hand.  Send  all  stories  to. 
Coming  Out,  Features  Editor,  GCN,  22  BromField  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


of  the  Gay  Freedom  Day  Com¬ 
mittee  overturned  the  ban  on 
speakers,  as  a  stringer  for  the 
KPFA  gay  radio  program  “Fruit 
Punch.”  I  stood  between  Tyler 
and  GFDC  co-chair  Bruce 
Goranson  with  a  microphone,  as 
Goranson  held  a  tantrum  when 
confronted  by  Tyler  and 
attempted  to  adjourn  a  meeting 
that  had  run  away  from  his 
control — while  the  motion  for 
speakers  was  on  the  floor.  I  would 
like  to  believe  that  the  tape 
recorder  and  the  photographers 
present  prevented  the  meeting 
from  degenerating  into  a  brawl, 
but  for  a  time  I  was  wondering 
whether  I  was  about  to  get  hit  in 
the  crossfire. 

At  the  Gay  Freedom  rally  some 
people  did  face  physical  harass¬ 
ment  backstage.  Photographer 
Greg  Day  was  ejected  after  taking 
pictures  of  the  confrontation 
between  the  stage  monitors  and 
Robin  Tyler’s  supporters.  In  an 
open  letter  Day  charges,  “I  was 
removed  from  the  press  area  by 
Bob  Futch,  co-director  of  Parade 
Security,  because  I  was  photo¬ 
graphing  events  that  he  decided 
should  not  be  seen  by  the  public.” 
Gay/Chicano  activist  David 
Macias  was  also  harassed,  because 
his  speech  went  over  the  measly 
three  minutes  authorized  by  the 
Parade’s  corporate  committee.  He 
was  shouted  at  to  get  off  the  stage, 
and  once  he  had  finished  he  was 
grabbed  and  had  his  stage  pass 
ripped  off  his  shirt.  Another 
monitor  prevented  him  from 
speaking  to  a  reporter  while  back- 
stage  and  attempted  to  intimidate 
him  even  after  he  had  left  the  stage 
area.  “They  forced  me  for  the  first 
time  to  defend  myself  physically 


isvery^-"^ 

contagious. 


When  people  visit  Vermont,  they 
return  again  and  again.  Maybe  it's 
the  cool  mountain  lakes  or  America's 
most  beautiful  Fall  foliage.  Or  maybe 
they  come  back  for  the  Northeast's 
best  ski  areas.  When  people  come 
to  the  Andrews  Inn,  we  see  them 
again  and  again.  Is  it  because  our 
inn  is  the  most  congenial  gay  resort 
they've  ever  been  to?  Or  is  it  the 
disco,  the  Saturday  gourmet  dinner 
in  front  of  the  fireplace?  Come  see 
for  yourself... 


Catch  us  this  weekend! 

andrews 
inn 


BELLOWS 
FALLS.  VT. 
05101 
(802) 
463-3966 


Send  for  our  Free  brochure. 


against  other  Gay  people,”  he 
later  wrote. 

Since  Gay  Freedom  Day  the 
direction  and  control  of  the 
annual  event  has  remained  a 
critical  issue.  Shortly  after  the 
Parade  rumors  began  to  circulate 
that  co-chair  Goranson  was  at¬ 
tempting  to  take  over  the  Com¬ 
mittee  by  instalFng  his  own  board 
members  and  abolishing  the 
general  membership,  turning  the 
Civic  Center  celebration  over  to  a 
private  entertainment  company 
and  charging  an  admission  fee. 
There  were  complaints  of  rough 
treatment  by  San  Francisco  Street 
Monitors,  the  group  that  has 
provided  security  at  Gay  Freedom 
Day  and  at  other  gay  events.  An 
ad-hoc  coalition  that  includes 
many  present  and  former  Parade 
officials  has  organized  to  fight  the 
attempts  of  conservative  interests 
in  the  gay  community  to  prettify 
and  depoliticize  what  is,  after  all, 
the  anniversary  of  a  riot  by  those 


very  unrespectable  drag  queens  at 
the  Stonewall  Inn. 

One  of  Goranson’s  ploys  was  to 
invite  the  major  presidential 
candidates  to  speak  at  this  year’s 
rally.  _  During  Gay  Pride  Week 
numerous  businesses  sported  a 
poster  of  an  American  flag  with  a 
lavender  stripe,  and  Gay  Rights 
Advocates  sold  a  poster  featuring 
red,  white  and  blue  lambdas.  At  a 
time  when  our  government  seems 
to  becatapaulting  us  all  into  a 
catastrophic  war  in  a  desperate 
attempt  to  save  its  disintegrating 
empire,  the  worship  of  machismo 
and  the  attendant  militarization  of 
the  gay  community  are  not  signs  of 
strength,  but  of  intolerance  and 
self-hatred.  Such  pathetic 
posturing  will  not  impress  anyone 
into  giving  us  our  rights.  In 
groveling  after  respectability  and 
proving  that  we  can  be  just  as  dull 
and  stupid  as  anyone  else,  we  deny 
the  best  that  is  our  potential. 


JViay  Sarton 

will  autograph  copies  of 
her  latest  journal 

RECOVERING 

at  the 

Grolier  Book  Shop 

6  Plympton  St.,  Harvard  Square 
on  Friday,  October  24th 
from  4:30  •  6  PM 


Transportation  for  people 
who  are  going 
t  places 


(and  have  a  few  stops  to  make  along  the  way!) 

The  Raleigh  Sports  3-speed  comes  in  men's  and  women's 
frames  tor  $189.95.  Collapsible  rear  baskets  ($8.95  ea) 
and  small  front  basket  ($4.95  available  separately). 


the^bicyde  exchange 

3  Bow  Street.  Harvard  Square.  Cambridge 
Hours:  Tu.We.Sa  9-6.  Th.Fr  9-8  864-1300 
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Music _ 

New  Crop  of 
Women’s  Music 


More  Than  Friends 

by  Robin  Flower 
Distributed  by  Galaxia  Women 
Enterprises,  P.O.  Box  212, 
Woburn,  MA  01801 
Sweet  Sorcery 
by  Cathy  Winter  and  Betsy  Rose 
Distributed  by  Galaxia  Women 
Enterprises 
“Gayle  Marie’’ 
by  Gayle  Marie 
Single  45rpm 

Distributed  by  Galaxia  Women 
Enterprises 

Gay  and  Straight  Together 

with  selections  by  Ginni  Clemens 
Kristin  Lems,  Miss  Saffman ’s 
Ladies  Choir,  et.al. 

Distributed  by  Open  Door  Rec¬ 
ords,  c/o  His  ’n  ’  Hers,  944 
W.  Addison,  Chicago,  III.  60611 
($7.00  includes  postage  and 
handling.) 


singers.  In  assembling  an  all¬ 
woman  band  to  play  this  type  of 
music  and  record  this  album, 
Robin  Flower  has  helped  to  push 
down  many  sexist  barriers.  And 
she’s  assembled  quite  a  band  — 
she  should  have  called  them  “The 
All-Star  Musicians  of  Women’s 
Music.”  There’s  Nancy  Vogl  of 
Berkeley  Women’s  Music  Col¬ 
lective  on  guitar,  Carolyn  Brandy 
and  Susanne  Vincenza  of  Alive! 
on  percussion  and  bass,  respec¬ 
tively,  and  violin-maker  Joan 
Balter  on  fiddle.  These  are  all  ex¬ 
tremely  skilled  musicians,  and  the 
music  they  make  is  perfectly  craft¬ 
ed  and  a  joy  to  listen  to. 

The  album  has  several  tradi¬ 
tional  instrumentals,  such  as  the 
rousing  “Star  of  Munster”  with 
its  lively  flatpicking,  and  five  new 
songs  by  Robin  Flower.  Two  of 
the  Flower  songs.  “Denver  to 


Robin 

Reviewed  by  Maida  Tilchen 

Women  tend  to  think  “Olivia” 
and  “west  coast”  when  they 
think  of  women’s  music  records, 
but  lately  some  other  women’s 
music  distribution  companies  are 
building  up  to  their  own  legends. 
Galaxia  Women’s  Enterprises  in 
Woburn,  Massachusetts,  has  three 
new.  releases,  and  Open  Door 
Records  in  Chicago  has  produced 
the  unusual  Gay  and  Straight  To¬ 
gether  album.  What’s  the  east 
coast  sound  of  women’s  music 
like?  It’s  acoustic,  highly  verbal, 
and  closer  to  the  ’60s  white  folk/ 
protest  music  tradition  than  the 
most  instrumental,  mostly  women 
of  color  styles  that  have  been 
coming  from  California  lately. 
Both  styles  certainly  have  their 
adherents  and  I’m  sure  these  new 
albums  will  be  welcomed  by  many 
music  lovers. 

Robin  Flower’s  More  Than 
Friends  is  my  personal  favorite  of 
this  year’s  crop.  It  is  an  album  of 
traditional  music  and  new  tradi¬ 
tional-style  feminist  songs.  Tradi¬ 
tional  music  is  also  known  as 
Appalachian  folk  music  or  moun¬ 
tain  music,  and  it  is  played  with 
instruments  such  as  the  flat-picked 
or  finger-picked  guitar,  fiddle, 
bass,  and  that  indigenous  Ameri¬ 
can  instrument,  the  banjo.  Al¬ 
though  women  have  composed 
and  played  traditional  music,  they 
have  usually  been  token  members 
of  bands,  soloists  or  a  capella 


Flower 

L.A.”  and  “The  Oregon  Waltz” 
are  instrumentals  that  present  a 
great  mix  of  traditional  and  jazz 
styles.  There’s  a  peacefulness  and 
flow  to  this  music  that  I  greatly 
prefer  to  the  far  more  percussive 
and  banjo-thumping  sound 
achieved  by  most  bluegrass  bands. 
The  band  does  an  almost  singable 
version  of  Bonnie  Lockhart’s 
meaningful  but  awkward  “Still 
Ain’t  Satisfied.”  (This  song  is  fast 
becoming  the  “Star-Spangled 
Banner”  of  Take  Back  the  Night 
marches  —  Everyone  likes  it  and 
no  one  can  sing  it.)  The  most  stir¬ 
ring  lyrics  on  the  album  are  from 
an  old  union  song  by  union  organ¬ 
izer  Aunt  Molly  Jackson  called 
“Join  the  NMU:” 

Bosses  ride  fine  horses 
While  we  walk  in  the  mud 
Their  banner  is  the  dollar 
While  ours  is  striped  with  blood 

The  album  jacket  is  very  well 
done  with  two  fine  photos  of 
Robin,  and  there  are  some  cute 
sketches  of  her  by  cartoonist  Mary 
Wings  on  the  liner.  Every  aspect  of 
this  record  is  a  testament  to  the 
talent  and  care  that  went  into  it. 

Also  from  Galaxia  is  Sweet 
Sorcery  by  Cathy  Winter  and 
Betsy  Rose.  This  is  a  very  word- 
oriented  album,  heavy  on  the 
lyrics  and  not  very  exciting  musi¬ 
cally.  Rose  and  Winter  both  have 
high  voices  and  sing  intricate  har¬ 
monies,  and  they  both  write  songs. 
The  album  is  fast-paced,  cheery 


and  very  extroverted.  The  themes 
of  the  songs  have  to  do  with 
women  being  self-sufficient  and 
strong.  I  particularly  like  “Degas 
Dancer,”  which  Therese  Edell  has 
been  doing  at  her  recent  concerts. 
It  is  a  beautiful  and  haunting  song. 
Two  of  the  songs  tell  stories  about 
women  in  the  Old  West.  “Don’t 
Shut  My  Sister  Out”  seems  to  be  a 
protest  against  Political  Correct¬ 
ness: 

One  thing  I’ve  learned  is  never 
to  assume 

That  every  woman  I  meet  is 
gonna  sing  my  tune 

1  want  respect,  I  want  to  give 
you  the  same 

This  is  a  struggle  for  survival 
not  a  party  game. 

“Sweet  Sorcery,”  by  Terry 
Dash,  the  only  song  on  the  album 
not  by  either  Rose  or  Winter,  has  a 
catchy  tune  with  nice  lyrics  that 
has  the  same  whimsical  spirit  as 
Margie  Adam’s  “Tapdance  on  the 
Moon.”  And  “Love’ll  Have  to 
Do”  (until  something  better 
comes  along)  by  Betsy  Rose  re¬ 
minds  us  that  “They  Even  do  it  in 
Cambridge.” 

This  album  has  a  feeling  of 
modesty  and  charm  that  does  seem 
to  be  disappearing  with  the  in¬ 
creasing  success  of  women’s 
music.  Rose  and  Winter  seem  like 
old  friends  eager  for  a  dialogue 
with  their  audience,  not  seeking 
glamour  or  alienating  stardom.  If 
you  like  words  that  rhyme  and 
tunes  that  make  you  want  to  grab 
you  guitar  and  try  it,  you’ll 
probably  like  this  album  a  lot.  If 
you  are  more  into  less  structured 
music  like  that  of  Alive!,  this  may 
not  be  the  record  for  you. 

Galaxia  Records  has  also  re¬ 
leased  a  marvelous  single  by  Gayle 
Marie,  a  vocalist  from  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  who  is  backed  up  by  Gwen 
Avery  and  a  terrific  all-woman 
band.  Both  sides  are  torchy  and 
it’s  real  stand-on-the-bar  and 
scream  drag  show  type  music,  in 
other  words,  very  pop.  “Stormy 
Nights”  has  hilarious  lyrics: 

Crazy  situation,  no  communi¬ 
cation 

just  stormy  nights  and  windy 
afternoons 

Enough  is  enough,  I  couldn’t 
stand 

those  sullen  looks,  and  words 
you 

picked  up  from  old  psychology 
books 

enough  stormy  nights  and  windy 
afternoons 

The  singer  goes  on  to  tell  how 
she  got  out  of  this  relationship  by 
getting  free  of  her  fears  —  it’s 
feminist  story  done  well  in  a 
musical  idiom  usually  used  to  ex¬ 
press  female  inferiority. 

The  other  side  is  “Sweet  and 
Serene,”  a  beautiful  romantic 
song  that  is  sort  of  a  feminist 
“You  Light  Up  My  Life.”  Gayle 
Marie  has  a  wonderful  voice,  very 
pure  and  strong,  and  the  record  is 
well-engineered,  with  far  better 
sound  than  one  usually  hears  on  a 
45  rpm  record.  I  think  a  lot  of 
women  are  going  to  love  this 
single,  and  I’ll  certainly  be  looking 
forward  to  a  whole  album. 

Gay  and  Straight  Together,  pro¬ 
duced  in  Chicago  by  Open  Door 
Records,  is  a  very  unusual  album. 
Lesbian  folksinger  Ginni  Clemens 
assembled  a  group  of  performers 
described  on  the  liner  notes  as 
“young  and  old  (we  are  27-77), 
gay  and  straight  (9  of  one,  13  of 
the  other),  males  (9)  and  females 
(13)  (not  counting  one  mixed 
choir).  We  are  as  diverse  as  the 
world  beyond  this  album  from 
height  and  hair  color  to  politics 
and  personalities.  We  are  all  song 
writers  or  musicians  to  some  de¬ 
gree;  in  addition,  we  are  computer 
programmers,  farmers,  construc¬ 
tion  workers,  bank  tellers,  wait¬ 
resses,  librarians,  and  teachers.” 
As  Clemens  writes  in  the  notes, 
“The  record  .  .  .  was  brought  into 
existence  to  promote  understand¬ 
ing,  acceptance,  and  support  be¬ 
tween  different  lifestyles  to  show 


Betsy  Rose  and  Cathy  Winter 


that  this  already  exists  on  a  grass 
roots  level  and  to  show  that  we  are 
going  through  this  process  with 
our  hearts,  heads,  and  sense  of 
humor  intact.” 

This  is  all  a  very  ambitious  con¬ 
cept,  and  I  doubt  if  many  gay 
people  could  suspend  their  cyni¬ 
cism  to  work  on  a  project  with  this 
goal.  I  can  only  think  of  one  other 
feminist  album  with  lesbians,  gay 
men,  and  straight  people  working 
together  which  is  Walls  to  Roses. 

So,  does  good  politics  make 
good  art?  I  was,  on  the  whole,  un¬ 
impressed  by  Gay  and  Straight  To¬ 
gether,  but  friends  of  mine  who 
heard  it  loved  it.  As  one  of  its  ad¬ 
mirers  told  me,  “I  like  this  album 
because  I  like  songs  about  thumb¬ 
ing  your  nose  at  society,  which  is 
what  my  father  always  accuses  me 
of  doing.”  She  said  this  especially 
about  the  song  “Piney  Creek 
Woman,”  by  Nancy  Schimmel, 
which  tells  the  story  of  a  woman 
who  was  raised  in  a  “Christian 
home”  back  in  Piney  Creek,  but 
“went  West  and  wild  and  wrong,” 
finally  moving  in  with  a  city 
woman  “cause  I’m  not  tame 
enough  for  city  men.” 

I’ve  got  the  same  old  grin, 
determined  chin 

And  independent  stride. 

To  the  jeans  and  shirt  I’ve 
added 

Just  a  labyris  and  a  pack; 

But  I’ve  given  up  steak  for  tofu 

and  I  know  I  won’t  go  back 


It’s  a  great  song,  and  forgive  me  if 
I’m  wrong,  but  I  believe  that 
Nancy  Schimmel  is  the  daughter 
of  Malvina  Reynolds.  Nancy  cer¬ 
tainly  sounds  like  her  mother.  The 
Malvina  Reynolds  song,  “Love 
Somebody”  is  finally  on  record  on 
this  album.  It’s  the  one  Ginni 
Clemens  does  so  wonderfully  in 
concert: 

Love  Somebody,  no  matter  who 
If  it’s  a  horse  or  a  canary 
If  it’s  dyke  or  it’s  a  fairy 
.  .  .Don’t  go  posing  in  your 
steeple 

Throwing  stones  at  other  people 
Several  of  the  songs  are  written 
and  performed  by  men,  such  as 
the  one  by  Jeff  Jones,  “Song  for 
His  ’n’  Hers,”  a  straight  man’s 
reaction  to  a  gay  bar: 

I  walked  into  the  room  like  it 
was  poison; 

afraid  of  the  evils  I  might  find 
Well,  imagine  my  surprise 
When  I  looked  into  people’s  eyes 
And  didn’t  see  one  single  soul 
That  was  outa  their  minds. 

The  album  does  have  a  few 
clinkers  —  maybe  I’m  just  not  suc¬ 
cessfully  deprogrammed  about 
hateful  words  yet,  but  I  just  don’t 
feel  comfortable  with  a  chorus 
that  goes  “Lezzie  Queer,  Lezzie 
Queer,  everybody  wants  to  be  a 
Lezzie  Queer,”  despite  its  hopeful 
message  that  “maybe  it  could  hap¬ 
pen  this  way;  folks’d  be  embar¬ 
rassed  for  not  being  gay.” 

Continued  on  Page  16 


Ginni  Clemens 


Barbara  Allen 
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Film 


Bette  Midler  singing  “Big  JNoise  from  Winnetka” 

A  Performance  of  Joy 


Divine  Madness 

Starring  Bette  Midler 
Produced  and  Directed  By 
Michael  Ritchie 
Concert  Lighting  by  E.  H.  B. 

(Chip)  Monck 

By  Walta  Borawski 
Bette  Midler  has  a  long  slow 
simmer  on  a  cauldron  of  stage- 
trickery  potent  and  workable 
enough  to  make  any  witch  proud 
—  but  the  essence  of  success  in  her 
concert  film  Divine  Madness  has 
one  key  word  and  it’s  no  trick: 
RAW. 

There  is  a  difference  between 
Midler’s  sense  of  abandonment 
and  that  of  Joplin  or  Garland  — 
but  the  difference  makes  her  no 
less  naked;  it  “merely”  keeps  her 
in  control.  Witness  her  kneeling 
on  the  stage  pounding  the  power 
for  the  final  note  of  “Stay  With 
Me”  from  the  floor  —  then. 


Theoter 

An  Evening  of  Disgusting 
Songs  and  Pukey  Images 

Spiderwoman 

at  Women ’s  One  World  Festival 
25  St  Marks  Place 
New  York  City 
October  4,  1980 

By  Marty  Kingsbury 

On  October  2,  the  Women’s 
One  World  Festival  (WOW), 
opened  in  New  York  City  for  19 
days  of  an  International  Women’s 
Performing  Arts  Festival,  includ¬ 
ing  theatre,  dance,  video,  music, 
art,  and  culture.  Produced  by 
Allied  Farces  and  All-Craft  Pro¬ 
duction,  such  groups  as  Ova  (a 
music  and  song  duo  from 
London),  The  Radical  Lesbian, 
Feminist,  Terrorist  Comedy 
Group  (NYC),  New  York  Wo¬ 
men’s  Chamber  Orchestra,  Wall¬ 
flower  Order  (dance  group  from 
Eugene,  Oregon),  Women’s  Ex¬ 
perimental  Theatre  (NYC), 
Copenhagen’s  Women’s  Theatre, 
and  many  more,  came  together  to 
celebrate  the  international  experi¬ 
ence  of  women.  On  Saturday 
night,  Oct.  4,  Spiderwoman 
(NYC)  performed  An  Evening  of 
Disgusting  Songs  and  Pukey 
Images. 

“Pretend  that  I’m  taking  you 
on  a  fantastic  journey... to 
Italy. .  .to  a  tiny  cafe. . .”  where  a 
stage  is  cluttered  with  a  travelling 
trunk,  cabaret  tables,  wine  bottles, 
glasses,  perfumes,  flowers,  and  a 


standing  up,  bathing  in  sweat  & 
adulation  and  moving  right  off 
into  her  Delores  Del  Lago  the 
Toast  of  Chicago  (mermaid  in  a 
wheelchair)  number.  In  the  transi¬ 
tion  period  she  exposes  more  than 
anywhere  else  in  the  show  — 
“Keep  in  mind  the  spirit  in  which 
I  made  her  up,”  she  says  of  Del 
Lago,  “that  of  a  person  desper¬ 
ately  in  need  of  attention  and  ap¬ 
plause.” 

If  the  desperation  wasn’t 
matched  by  such  talent,  the  show 
might  become  pathetic,  as  Robert 
Hatch  of  The  Nation  found  it.  I 
mean,  she  turns  from  the  audi¬ 
ence,  bumps,  grinds,  twirls  a  tas- 
sle  between  her  legs  and  says  “I 
tickled  myself’  Shirley  Temple- 
style.  She  talks  of  Hitler’s  flatu¬ 
lence,  says  “I  don’t  believe  I’m 
reduced  to  telling  fart  jokes.”  She 
plummets  to  the  pits,  but  she 
waves  peacock  feathers  from  her 


piano  is  doubly  littered  with  sheet 
music  and  empty  hearts  of  valen¬ 
tine  candy. 

An  Evening  of  Disgusting  Songs 
and  Pukey  Images  is  a  cabaret 
show  composed  of  subplots, 
monologues  and  about  20  songs  — 
romantic  notions  with  an  edge  of 
irony  and  sarcasm.  Underneath 
songs  like  “That  Navajo  Rag,” 


butt  during  the  descent,  literally. 

While  the  remarkable  “Har- 
lettes”  are  setting  the  frenetic  pace 
of  Bob  Crosby’s  “Big  Noise  from 
Winnetka”  Midler  makes  her  en¬ 
trance  on  a  huge  plate  of  food 
carried  by  white-jacketed  waiters. 
Abby  Lane  would  have  strangled 
a  Chihuahua  for  the  dress:  pat¬ 
terned  on  peacock  feathers  (real 
ones  protrude  from  the  posterior), 
laced  with  gold,  encrusted  with 
semi-precious  stones  or  at  least 
colored  rhinestones.  Strutting  on 
heels  like  she’s  real  late  for  syna¬ 
gogue  but  the  taxi  hasn’t  come  she 
says,  “The  man  who  made  this 
dress  said  I  was  sitting  on  a  gold 
mine.”  When  her  tail  feathers  fall 
she  picks  up  the  resulting  fan, 
sticks  the  small  end  in  her  mouth 
and  twirls  madly  and  musically 
with  it  while  the  Harlettes  resume 
the  song. 

Like  Garland,  Midler  benefits 


“Sweet  Talkin’  Guy,’’  or 
“Foolish  Little  Girl,”  Spider¬ 
woman  challenges  many  racist  and 
sexist  stereotypes  with  which  we 
have  been  raised.  Their  songs  are 
indeed  “disgusting”  and  their 
images  “pukey,”  but  their  con¬ 
frontation  is  at  once  frightening 
and  funny.  We  live  out  those 
dreamy-eyed  moments  when  the 


from  on-stage  schizophrenia. 
After  the  joyous  momentum  of 
“Big  Noise”  has  been  brought  to 
an  abrupt  halt,  the  Harlettes  begin 
throwing  out  the  hot  sultry  dum¬ 
dums  of  what  seems  to  be  a  ’50s 
rhythm  and  blues  number.  It  isn’t 
—  it’s  Perry  Botkin,  Gil  Gar¬ 
field  and  Harry  Nilsson’s  “Para¬ 
dise”  —  but  while  we’re  figuring 
out  what  it  is  Midler  is  running 
madly  about  the  stage,  tossing  her 
dead  chicken  handbag  into  the  or¬ 
chestra  section,  fluffing  up  the 
pillows  on  the  wicker  chairs 
behind  the  Harlettes,  racing  back 
stage  front,  microphone  and  stand 
in  hand,  stopping  suddenly  in 
place  and  moving  into  the  lyric  as 
if  she’d  been  waiting  calmly  for  a 
minute,  getting  into  the  mood. 
But  she  purposely  never  gives  her¬ 
self  or  us  that  particular  luxury  — 
settling  into  a  mood.  She  estab¬ 
lishes  “Paradise”  as  dreamy/sul¬ 
try  only  to,  bathed  in  white/pink 
light  by  Chipmonck,  move  it  up  to 
a  “Red”-like  rocker,  doing  leg 
work  that  resembles  calisthenics 
more  than  choreography  and 
thrusting  her  midsection  in  fuck- 
rhythms  to  the  phrase,  When  he 
takes  me.” 

(It  is  perhaps  odd,  a  gay  man 
getting  carried  away  by  a  hetero¬ 
sexual  woman’s  bawdy  antics  — 
but  she  eschews  respectability  with 
a  ribald  vengeance  and  I  for  one 
readily  relate,  not  salivate). 

Midler  employs  a  very  physical 
trick  to  make  the  transition  from 
the  fire  of  “Paradise”  to  the 
water  of  Tom  Waits’  “Shiver  Me 
Timbers”:  she  covers  her  face 
with  her  hands.  And  she  keeps 
them  there  through  at  least  two 
lines  of  lyric;  and  when  she 
removes  them  she  exposes  a  dif¬ 
ferent  face,  and  then  makes  smiles 
and  body  movements  —  stereo¬ 
typical  sailor  gestures  with  her 
back  turned  to  us  —  that  appear 
to  be  against  the  mood  of  the 
song.  But  the  supposed  juxtaposi¬ 
tion  of  funny  movement  and  mel¬ 
ancholy  words  adds  new  dimen¬ 
sions:  Is  the  song  about  mere 
earthly  escape,  geographic  hejira, 
or  is  the  singer  facing  death  with  a 
toss  of  the  multicolored  curls? 
(Chipmonck’s  lighting  of  her  here 


old  movies  enter  our  lives  and  we 
kiss,  fluttering  our  eyelashes,  on 
the  balcony  overlooking  the 
ocean;  we  remember  those  experi¬ 
ences  of  rejection  and  failure  in 
love  and  career;  and  we  struggle 
again  through  those  years  when, 
as  lesbians,  we  too  were  fools, 
playing  the  heterosexual  romance, 
seeking  forlorn  and  unrequited 


is  essentially  green/blue:  she  looks 
like  she’s  been  shacked  up  with 
Davy  Jones  for  years). 

On  my  first  viewing  I  thought 
director  Michael  Ritchie  had  made 
his  work  easy:  set  up  10  hidden 
cameras  and  let  Midler  do  the  rest. 
After  three  more  viewings  I  de¬ 
cided  his  wizardry,  though  not  as 
spectacular  as  her’s,  is  totally 
complementary  to  it.  There  is 
staggering  motion  in  this  film  — 
and  for  those  of  us  who  have 
never  had  more  than  cheap  seats 
to  Midler  concerts  we  get  to  see 
more  of  here  here  than  we  would 
“live.”  And  even  those  who  have 
seen  her  “up  close”  are  in  for  en- 
enchanting,pictorial!surprises:Mid- 
ler’s  back  steals  the  show  at  least 
two  times:  once  when  she  is  sitting 
on  a  stool  telling  stories  of  her 
European  travels,  and  again  when 
she  is  in  the  wheelchair  leading  the 
audience  through  a  sing-a-long  on 
“South  Seas  Scene/Hawaiian 
War  Chant”  (“Are  you  cracking 
up  from  having  lack  of  shacking 
up?”).  Her  back  quivers  with 
mirth,  she  appears  little  and  lov¬ 
able  as  Lily  Tomlin’s  Edith  Ann. 
She  reminds  me  of  Tomlin  one 
other  time:  when  she  talks  of 
being  a  Jew  in  post-war  Germany 
and  then  just  smiles  for  long 
screen  seconds  at  the  audience; 
only  in  Tomlin’s  Nashville  perfor¬ 
mance  have  I  witnessed  one  ex¬ 
pression  so  multi-faceted,  one 
silence  so  articulate.  It  made  me 
wish  Midler,  Tomlin  and  Made¬ 
line  Kahn  would  do  Chekhov’s 
Three  Sisters  set  in  Flushing,  sigh¬ 
ing  “Manhattan!”  in  despair.  It  is 
easy  to  digress,  watching  Midler; 
she  moves  about  so  much  in  her 
head  herself.  If  there  is  a  flaw,  in 
her  performance,  it  is  this  hyper¬ 
activity:  but  for  me  at  least,  the 
fact  that  it  is  there  makes  it  a  bit 
like  a  Nina  Simone  concert: 
beyond  virtuoso  one  can  foretell 
nothing.  The  theatrical  experience 
seems  to  be  planned  and  executed 
on  the  spot:  spontaneous  by  ap¬ 
pearance  only,  judging  by  the 
level  to  which  each  woman  in  her 
own  very  unique  way  has  evolved 
with  her  music. 

Continued  on  Page  17 


love  from  straight  women. 

In  contrast  to  their  sarcastic 
presentation  of  heterosexual 
romance,  is  the  lesbian  game  of 
“Cat  and  Mouse”  which  emerges 
and  disappears  throughout  the 
cabaret.  It  is  an  unspoken  explora¬ 
tion  of  love  which  is  forbidden, 
the  unspeakable,  tracking, 
tagging,  cruising  environments, 
aching  for  love  and  finally,  it  is  a 
confession  of  the  special  tension 
between  two  lesbians  in  a  crowd  of 
women.  Their  motions  with  each 
other  are  both  subtle  and  real;  a 
brush  of  the  hand,  a  tilt  of  the 
shoulders,  a  gaze  with  the  eyes  in 
the  shadows  of  the  stage.  For  a 
single  moment,  all  that  was  once  a 
game  drops  away;  all  that  is  the 
necessity  of  love  becomes  real. 

With  each  performance  of 
Spiderwoman  that  I  see,  I  find 
them  getting  closer  and  closer  to 
their  Goddess  namesake,  “Spider¬ 
woman”:  the  Hopi  goddess  of 
creation  who  deliberately  wove  a 
flaw  into  each  of  her  weavings, 
thus  allowing  her  spirit  a  means  to 
escape.  They  are  outrageous 
women,  refusing  all  “politically 
correct”  lines  of  demarcation  for 
women.  Yet  their  challenge  of  the 
attitudes  of  growing-up  female 
presents  us  with  many  choices  for 
existence,  sexuality,  love,  possi¬ 
bilities  and  impossibilities. 

(They  will  be  touring  to  Boston 
in  December,  produced  by  Femi¬ 
nist  American  Theatre.) 


Spiderwoman  Theatre  Company 

Women’s  Arts  Festival 


Ballot  Question 
Election  Forum 

Debate  on  Proposition  2Vz 

Meet  the  Democratic  Candidate  for  State  Representative 

Thursday  Oct.  23rd  7:30  PM 

UMass  Auditorium  250  Stuart  St.  Park  Sq. 

Sponsored  by  the  Ward  5  Democratic  Committee 


A®ook*  is  here! 


*c' 


’MoMOChUMtts  Information  for 
Voters  1910.  You'll  find  It  in  your  mail¬ 
box.  . ,  and  at  the  post  office,  library, 
senior  center,  bank. . .  Please  read  it. 
Get  the  facts  on  the  1980  statewide 
vote  and  b« 


Office  of  the  Massachusetts  Secretary  of  State 


HOMOSEXUALS: 


“They  should  be  killed 
through  governmental  means.” 

The  “Christian”  preacher  who  made  this 
statement  is  going  to  vote  this  November. 

.  -v  -■  -  .  .  •  ; 

..."  -V3_  -  |  ^  1  |  '  *  -I-.  VA  | r— 'fw*. 

How  about  you? 

People  who  know  politics  will  tell  you,  even  though  you 
may  vote  for  a  candidate  who  loses  the  election,  your 
vote  is  still  important.  You  see,  the  margin  of  win  or  loss 
is  how  elected  officials  read  the  “mood”  of  the  people.  If 
only  our  enemies  go  to  the  polls  this  November,  we  could 
be  in  for  a  real  rough  time  when  the  law  making  process 
begins!  Please.  .  if  you  care  about  your  future.  .  take 
the  time  to  vote  this  November! 


because  our  future  is  on  the  line. 


The  Silver  Market  is  running! 

To  introduce  you  to  a  unique 
inflation  hedge,  Madison  Rare 
Coin  Galleries  of  N.Y.  is 
giving  away  to  any  client  who 
purchases  over  $250  worth  of 
silver  dollars,  a  three  day/ 
two  night  stay  for  two  at  a 
hotel  on  the  Vegas  strip. 

You  also  get  30  meals,  tickets 
to  4  Vegas  shows,  over  $100 
in  gambling  chips  and  over 
$100  in  CASH,  given  by  the 
casino. 

Call  Mr.  William  Barrett  COLLECT 
at  212'668'0101  to  discuss  your 
personal  investment  program. 


Odyssey  of  o  Unicorn _ 

Dancing  the  Gym 
Class  Blues 


By  Nancy  Walker 

When  kids  are  young,  they  have 
to  deal  with  a  world  of  prohibi¬ 
tions.  “No,  you  may  not  stay  up 
and  watch  the  late,  late  show.” 
“No,  you  may  not  smoke.”  “No, 
you  may  not  drink.”  “No,  you 
may  not  screw  your  sister.”  They 
are  also  forced  to  do  many  chores 
they  hate,  and  perform  certain 
hygienic  functions  they  loathe. 
“Brush  your  teeth.”  “Help 
Bertha  with  the  dishes.”  “Go  to 
school.” 

1  can  remember  thinking, 
“When  I  grow  up  .  .  .”  However, 
none  of  my  expected  freedoms 
meant  anything  when  it  finally 
arrived.  Neither  the  freedom  to, 
nor  the  freedom  not  to  has  panned 
out  the  way  I  would  have  expect¬ 
ed,  except  for  one  very  large 
consideration:  I  do  not  have  to 
take  gym  any  more.  Of  all  the 
childhood  or  school-connected 
horrors,  the  one  that  loomed 
largest  and  most  terrible  was 
GYM. 

Apparently,  there  was  no  phy¬ 
siological  or  intellectual  reason 
why  I  couldn’t  do  anything 
required  in  gym  classes.  But  I 
couldn’t.Wheneverltwocaptains  of 
opposing  teams  were  chosen  and 
alternated  picking  members  from 
the  class,  they  each  tried  to 
persuade  the  other  to  take  me.  At 
the  very  least,  I  was  chosen  a 
reluctant  last.  I  was  considered  a 
liability  on  any  team.  If  we  had 
been  playing  football  (which  we 
never  were)  the  ideal  position  for 
me  would  have  been  goal  post. 
And  though  I  had  crushes  on  one 
grammar  school  and  one  high 
school  gym  teacher,  nothing  in  the 
world  would  have  sufficed  to 
make  me  into  even  an  acceptable, 
let  alone  excellent,  gym  student. 
At  any  and  all  times,  I  had  cold 
clammy  hands  and  a  racing  pulse 
at  the  mere  thought  of  gym  class. 

I  won’t  tell  you  how  stunning  1 
didn’t  look  in  the  required  gym 
outfits  throughout  the  years.  The 
only  articles  of  athletic  clothing 
that  made  sense  were  the  white 
socks  and  the  sneakers.  Also,  1 
could  never  get  used  to  the  idea  of 
taking  a  shower  with  other  people 
looking.  I  always  contrived  either 
not  to  take  a  shower  at  all,  or  to  do 
so  when  there  was  no  one  else 
around. 

In  grammar  school,  in  addition 
to  the  usual  run-of-the-mill  tor¬ 
tures  like  basketball,  softball, 
volleyball  and  calesthenics,  there 
was  tumbling.  To  tumble,  accord¬ 
ing  to  at  least  one  dictionary 
definition,  is  to  “fall  suddenly  and 
helplessly  [to  the  ground].”  At 
this,  I  would  have  become  a  super- 
star.  However,  in  gym  class  a  quite 
different  meaning  of  the  word  was 
intended:  “to  perform  gymnastic 
feats,”  such  as  somersaults,  cart¬ 
wheels  and  various  other  contor¬ 
tions  which  were  to  me  night¬ 
marish  and  utterly  impossible. 

1  would  stand  at  the  edge  of  the 
thick  mats  on  which  we  threw  our¬ 
selves  in  the  execution  of  these 
physical  horrors  and  I  would 
tremble,  unable  to  make  my  body 
attempt  the  awesome  deeds  which 
seemed  easy  and  even  pleasurable 
to  the  other  girls. 

Needless  to  say,  I  was  the  object 
of  much  scorn  and  derision  among 
my  peers.  They  thought  I  was  a 
riot. 

For  some  reason  that  I  didn’t 
know  or  understand,  during  my 
last  year  of  grammar  school  (1948) 
we  had  something  like  “Com¬ 
mando  Tactics,”  which  was  to 


tumbling  what  the  H-Bomb  is  to  a 
fire  cracker.  I  was  so  frightened  by 
this  array  of  equipment  and  the 
number  of  feats  we  were  supposed 
to  perform  upon  it,  that  all  I  could 
do  was  go  home  and  cry.  My  par¬ 
ents  were  tremendously  amused  by 
all  this,  unfortunately,  and  the 
more  I  cried  and  attempted  to 
explain  my  situation  to  them,  the 
more  they  laughed. 

The  commando  drill  involved 
setting  up  various  instruments  of 
medieval  torture  about  the  gym 
floor,  and  for  each  piece  of 
equipment  we  were  supposed  to  do 
a  specific  exercise.  There  was  a 
knotted  rope  suspended  from  the 
ceiling.  We  were  supposed  to 
climb  it.  I  got  to  the  second  knot 
and  swung  helplessly  back  and 
forth.  The  parallel  bars  were 
raised  half-way  to  the  ceiling,  the 
hateful  tumbling  mats  thrown 
over  them  as  a  covering,  and  we 
were  expected  to  take  a  running 
start,  scale  one  side  of  this 
artificial  hill  and  jump  down  the 
other  side.  You  can  imagine  how 
far  I  got  with  that.  I  ran  up  to  the 
foot  of  the  hill  and  stopped  cold. 
There  were  a  set  of  rings  to  which 
we  had  to  jump  and  then  we  were 
supposed  to  pull  ourselves  up  to 
our  chins.  Forget  that  one.  But  the 
crowning  terror,  the  ultimate 
source  of  pain  and  embarrassment 
which  I  tried  to  tell  my  parents  in 
detail,  using  a  chair  for  demon¬ 
stration  purpses,  was  the  HORSE. 
This  is  a  leather  affair  with 
handles  that  doesn’t  resemble  a 
horse  at  all,  but  you’ve  all 
probably  seen  one  in  the  Olympic 
gymnastic  trials.  Athletes  perform 
miracles  of  grace  on  such  inven¬ 
tions  of  the  devil,  but  all  1  could 
do  was  look  and  weep.  The  trick 
we  were  supposed  to  perform  with 
the  horse  was  to  somehow  get  to  a 
kneeling  positon  between  the 
handles,  with  the  handles  to  either 
side,  not  front  and  back,  and  from 
this  kneeling  position  we  were  to 
jump  off  going  forward.  I  got  up 
between  the  handles  (maybe  four 
feet  off  the  floor),  looked  at  the 
ground  in  front  of  me  and  became 
riveted  to  the  spot.  I  was  morti¬ 
fied,  but  I  was  sure  that  if  I  tried  to 
jump,  my  toes  would  hook  over 
the  horse  in  the  back  and  I  would 
fall  on  my  face.  I  was  never  able  to 
overcome  that  fear. 

Kids  unerringly  sense  an  out¬ 
sider,  a  loner,  someone  who 
doesn’t  fit  in  with  them.  My 
difference  from  the  common  herd 
was  quite  palpable.  I  was  Jewish, 
most  of  them  were  not.  I  shone 
brightly  in  the  classroom.  When  it 
came  to  math  homework,  my 
phone  was  constantly  busy,  but 
the  more  I  helped  some  of  the 
kids,  the  more  they  hated  me  and 
the  greater  was  their  delight  in  my 
bumbling  attempts  in  the  athletic 
arena. 

Aha,  but  I  survived.  I  escaped,  I 
thought,  to  high  school.  Things 
were  not  much  better  there,  but 
one  of  the  teachers  was  a  beauti¬ 
ful,  blonde  woman.  I  mooned 
over  her,  while  I  adopted  a  very 
haughty  attitude  toward  the  non¬ 
intellectual  physicality  of  the 
gymnasium.  1  was  above  it  all,  and 
I  attended  class  with  no  strain,  no 
attempt  to  succeed  or  please.  I  still 
was  a  “failure,”  but  1  didn’t  care 
and  the  other  girls  were  a  little  less 
hostile  here,  though  not  very 
much. 

Every  spring,  a  series  of  physical 
fitness  tests  were  administered  in 
gym  periods.  These  were  as  bad  as 
the  commando  tactics  had  been  in 


grammar  school.  I  was  routinely 
pronounced  dead  by  the  instruct¬ 
ors. 

We  were  expected  to  jump  rope, 
for  god  sakes.  I  had  never  learned’ 
to  do  that  and  still  can’t  to  this 
day.  We  had  to  do  something  call¬ 
ed  “squat  thrusts”  (not  at  all  what 
you  might  suppose).  1  could  man¬ 
age  one  or  two.  I  think  twenty  was 
average.  We  had  to  do  standing 
broad  jumps  (also  not  what  you 
would  imagine)  and  running 
jumps,  pushups  (a  joke)  and 
various  assorted  stunts  to  prove 
how  healthy  and  agile  we  were.  Of 
course,  once  again,  the  barracudas 
were  delighted  with  my  discomfi¬ 
ture. 

I  did  too  well  in  my  academic 
work  and  had  not  the  good  grace 
to  be  humble  about  it,  nor  did  I 
attempt  to  mimic  my  peers 
in  any  socially  acceptable  way.  I 
was  different.  I  was  a  “tomboy” 
with  utter  contempt  for  what  I 
considered  the  organized  stupidi¬ 
ties  of  gym  class,  though  I  had 
more  than  held  my  own  in  the 
games  I  played  with  the  boys  on 
my  block. 

No  matter  what  I  did,  I  was  a 
misfit  at  those  silly  physical  fitness 
exercises  for  years.  And  then  the 
inevitable  happened.  I  graduated 
from  high  school  and  could  have 
led  a  gym-free,  unathletic,  basi¬ 
cally  deadly  existence  of  staying  up 
late,  reading,  eating,-  listening  to 
music  and  contemplating  my 
navel,  but  no  such  luck.  Not 
dreaming  that  once  again  I  would 
be  forced  to  take  gym,  I  entered 
college  where  two  years  of  gym 
were  required.  Liberal  arts? 
Martial  arts,  more  like  it. 

In  college,  however,  gym  was 
not  as  bad  as  it  had  been  in  the 
past.  We  were  allowed  either  to 
take  part  in  the  wretched  activities 
or  to  “observe”  them.  Any  physi¬ 
cal  injury,  illness  or  having  one’s 
period  was  an  acceptable  reason 
for  observation  rather  than  parti¬ 
cipation.  I  was  the  only  female  in 
the  western  world  to  have  her 
period  four  weeks  a  month. 

During  my  college  years  I  finally 
emerged  into  a  person  with  some 
self-understanding,  but  not  too 
much,  not  nearly  enough.lt  was  in 
gym  class  that  one  of  my  friends 
began  talking  to  me  of  the  physical 
love  of  women  for  women.  Too 
bad  there  were  no  courses  in  that 
particular  athletic  activity.  Then  I 
might  have  been  induced  to  do 
more  than  simply  observe. 

Women’s 

Music 

continued  from  page  14 

All  in  all,  it’s  an  usual  and 
daring  album  —  I  don’t  think  the 
concept  of  “gay  and  straight 
together”  is  terribly  popular  with 
either  gay  or  straight  people  at  this 
point  in  time,  but  who  knows, 
maybe  Clemens  and  her  enthusias¬ 
tic  friends  are  the  vanguard  of 
some  new  strategies  for  gay  libera¬ 
tion.  It  would  make  a  nice  gift  for 
showing  your  appreciation  to  sup¬ 
portive  friends,  and,  if  you  know 
any  very  liberal  radio  stations, 
send  them  a  copy. 
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ffUkPWSBf^  hadn’t  deftUln  desperation ,  I  called  Nicky 

Fathom,  the ‘tip’ I'd  been  given* 
from  LtNarby.  Nicky  asked  me 
t>  come  right  over. 


dll  night.  Bits  of  information 
raced  through  my  head  like  some 
crazed  demolition  derby. 
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Continued  from  Page  6 
the  ERA,”  California  delegate 
Frances  Lear  told  the  Times.  ‘‘We 
are  therefore  unable  to  endorse  his 
candidacy.  Women  have  been  lied 
to  by  politicians,  we’ve  been  given 
lip  service,  we’ve  been  made  prom¬ 
ises  which  did  not  materialize  for 
too  many  years.  No  endorsement 
is  our  way  of  saying  we  do  not 
want  to  be  cuckolded  any  longer.” 

Rather  than  focusing  on  electing 
a  particular  candidate,  the  dele¬ 
gates  voted  to  stress  the  import¬ 
ance  of  defeating  Republican 
candidate  Ronald  Reagan  because 
of  his‘ ‘medieval  stance  on  women’s 
issues.” 

The  resolution,  which  recieved 
unanimous  acclaim,  said  that 
NOW  would  work  actively  to  stop 
Reagan’s  election  and  would 


Midler 

Continued  from  Page  15 

There  are  experiments,  and  the 
success  of  these  rides  on  the  view¬ 
er’s  feelings  toward  the  explored 
alley.  Midler  New  Waves  her 
“Leader  of  the  Pack”  in  medley 
with  Bruce  Springsteen’s  “East 
Side  Shuffle.”  The  First  time  I 
SAW  IT  1  thought  it  was  awful  — 
but  Midler’s  conviction  within  the 
genre,  the  weight  she  gives  to 
Springsteen’s  beautiful  lyric,  the 
way  she  gains  exquisite  intensity 
via  Betty  Carter-like  repetition  in 
“Leader”  (way  beyond  her  own 
1972  version’s  “gone,  gone”  and 
“new,  new”s),  won  me  later  — 
and  the  work  of  the  Harlettes  here 
is  wonderful .  .  .  equal  perhaps  to 
the  tour  de  force  precision  they 
and  Midler  share  on  “Boogie 
Woogie  Bugle  Boy.” 

Midler’s  only  musical  mistake 
in  the  concert  is  the  voice  singing 
with  her’s  in  “The  Rose;”  I  as¬ 
sume  it  is  the  voice  of  the  song’s 
composer,  Amanda  McBroom, 
who  provided  harmony  vocal  on 
the  soundtrack  recording;  but  the 
solitary  image  coupled  with  the 
double  voice  is  disconcerting.  This 
is  more  than  made  up  for  by  the 
performances  of  “Paradise,” 
“Shiver  Me  Timbers,”  “Stay 
With  Me”  and  “1  Shall  Be  Re¬ 
leased,”  all  of  which  here  far  sur¬ 
pass  her  earlier  versions  of  the 
songs  —  which  were  super  in 
themselves;  but  here,  extraordi¬ 
narily  worked  out  to  new  limits  of 
perfection:  Midler  works  very 
hard.  Her  voice  is  not  in  itself  a 
sublime  instrument  —  but  her  in¬ 
telligence  and  musical  sense  make 
that  lack  inconsequential. 

She  calls  this  the  “time  capsule 
version”  of  her  work  so  far  —  and 
if  it  were  only  for  that,  a  socio¬ 
logical  artifact  for  future  genera¬ 
tions,  to  define  “joy  in  perfor¬ 
mance”  —  Divine  Madness  would 
be  a  significant  documentary.  As 
it  is,  contemporaries  can  marvel 
that  this  eclectic  electric  person  is 
making  this  music,  is  telling  these 
jokes,  right  now. 

Divine  Madness  is  placing  in 
Boston  at  the  Sack  Cheri  Theater. 
It  is  not  wheelchair  accessible. 


picket  all  campaign  appearances 
by  the  candidate  or  his  running 
mate,  George  Bush. 

Reagan  and  the  Republican 
platform  support  a  constitutional 
amendment  banning  abortion, 
and,  although  they  say  they  op¬ 
pose  discrimination  against 
women,  also  oppose  passage  of  the 
ERA. 

One  of  the  topics  which  received 
the  most  attention  at  workshops 
and  meetings  at  the  convention 
was  the  New  Right,  which  opposes 
lesbian  and  gay  rights  as  well  as 
ERA  and  abortion. 


Toxic  Shock 

Continued  from  Page  9 
the  FDA  and  a  demand  for  man¬ 
datory  pre-market  safety  testing  of 
tampons.  Leflar  explained, 
“Though  the  FDA  has  turned 
around  and  now  calls  tampons  a 
‘significant  risk  device,’  com¬ 
panies  still  don’t  have  to  have  an 
FDA  review  of  pre-market  testing 
or  have  to  provide  the  FDA  with 
data  that  his  product  is  safe  and 
effective  as  with  drugs.” 

“There  has  been  no  requirement 
of  testing  of  tampons  for  safety,” 
Leflar  continued.  “We  see  that  as 
a  major  defect  of  the  1976  medical 
device  amendment  to  the  Food, 
Drug  and  Cosmetic  Law.  We  had 
lobbied  in  Congress  strongly  that 
any  of  the  enormous  variety  of 
implantable  devices  —  everything 
that  rests  inside  your  body  tissues, 
from  tampons  to  lUDs  —  should 
universally  require  pre-market 
testing.  But  because  of  a  very 
heavy  industrial  lobby  and  a  weak 
FDA  stand  in  the  Ford  administra¬ 
tion,  pre-market  testing  is  required 


Resolutions  to  oppose  the  mili¬ 
tary  draft  failed  to  pass  the  con¬ 
vention;  according  to  a  report  in 
the  Guardian,  opponents  to  those 
resolutions  argued  that  women  in 
the  military  need  the 
organization’s  support. 

Other  resolutions  which  were 
discussed,  but  which  failed  to 
reach  the  floor,  included  one  pro¬ 
posing  support  for  Rita  Silk- 
Nauni,  a  Native  American  woman 
sentenced  to  150  years  in  jail  for 
killing  a  white  male  police  officer 
while  defending  her  child  during  a 
struggle  over  a  littering  charge. 


only  if  a  device  stays  in  the  body  30 
days  or  more.” 

According  to  Smith,  the  FDA’s 
pre-market  testing  category  is  for 
life-supporting  devices  such  as 
pacemakers,  or  for  newly  devel¬ 
oped  chemicals  and  devices  such 
as,  for  instance,  a  cancer  cure. 
Even  now  that  tampons  have  been 
placed  in  the  “significant  risk 
device”  category  along  with  pace¬ 
makers,  they  are  still  exempted 
from  pre-market  testing  require¬ 
ment  by  a  ‘‘grandfather  clause” 
which  states  that  devices  marketed 
before  the  1976  medical  device 
amendment  need  not  be  tested 
further. 

“We  have  very  weak  authority 
in  dealing  with  any  product  mar¬ 
keted  before  1976,”  Smith  said. 
“We  would  have  to  prove  it  was 
unsafe.  .  .  .  [W]e  would  have  to  be 
ready  to  go  to  court  .  .  .  because 
the  industry  could  take  us  to  court 
[to  fight  the  imposition  of  pre¬ 
market  testing].” 


SWP’s  Pulley 

Continued  from  Page  3  some  sections  of  the  population. 


right.  The  right-wing  groups  are 
attached  to  it.  This  is  not  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  thinking  of  the 
majority  of  the  American  paople. 
Far  from  it.  .  .  .  Of  course  [the 
capitalists]  would  like  to  give  the 
impression  to  the  public  that 
everybody’s  moving  to  the  right.” 

Pulley  doubts  that  the  recent 
wave  of  gay  and  lesbian  refugees 
from  Cuba  is  an  indication  of  op¬ 
pressive  conditions  for  homosex¬ 
uals  there.  “I  would  guess  that  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  gay 
people  in  Cuba  didn’t  leave  Cuba. 
It  would  be  irrational  to  think 
anything  else.  .  .  .  Some  of  those 
who  did  leave  Cuba,  I  think,  left 
for  the  same  reason  that  straight 
people  left  Cuba.  They  were  in¬ 
duced  mainly  by  the  propaganda 
from  the  United  States  about  how 
this  was  the  land  of  plenty  and  a 
paradise.  They  came  here  looking 
for  that.” 

He  told  GCN  that  conditions  in 
Cuba  for  lesbians  and  gay  men 
have  improved.  “The  fact  is  that 
the  Cuban  government  and  its 
policies  have  evolved.  It  used  to  be 
one  of  being  anti-gay.  And  cer¬ 
tainly  within  the  society  there  are 
still  backward  elements  among 


But  to  say  this  is  the  policy  of  the 
government,  I  think,  is  simply 
false.  The  government  policies 
have  changed,  mainly  because  of 
the  protests  of  persons  who  are 
gay  and  others.” 

Pulley  says  government  policy 
in  socialist  countries  toward  lesbi¬ 
ans  and  gay  men  depends  on  the 
point  in  history  at  which  the  revo¬ 
lution  takes  place.  He  told  GCN, 
“I  think  what  is  going  on  in  Nica¬ 
ragua  is  an  example  of  what  new 
socialist  regimes  that  come  into 
power,  what  their  attitude  will  be 
toward  the  question  of  gay  op¬ 
pression,  of  how  to  solve  it,  and 
so  on.  I  think  this  is  largely  due  to 
the  evolution  and  the  change  in 
the  Cuban  attitude.  There  is  no 
gap  politically  between  the  Nica¬ 
raguans  involved  in  the  revolution 
and  [revolutionaries]  in  Cuba  or 
Grenada.” 

The  SWP  candidate  has  little 
regard  for  the  major  parties.  He 
told  GCN,  “I  don’t  think  that  the 
Democratic  and  Republican 
parties  can  ever  end  the  oppres¬ 
sion  of  gays,  or  the  oppression  of 
women,  or  blacks,  despite  all  their 
rhetoric  to  the  contrary.” 
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Expiration  Date _ _ — 

Signature  _ .  - - 

□  VISA  □  MASTERCHARGE 

All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make  check  or 
money  order  payable  to  “GCN.  ”  Do  NOT  send  cash  through  the 
mails.  Our  subscriber  list  is  confidential,  and  is  never  sold  or  used 
except  for  mailing  GCN. _ 

Also  available  on  microfilm  for  $22/volume  (individuals), 
$28  for  institutions;  120/complete  set  of  Vol.1-7 
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Classifieds 


DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  la  not  a  crucial  laaua  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  la  not  a  required 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  nacaaaary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  aa  wall,  unleaa  you 
raally  want  It  otharwlaa. 


PERSONALS 


MOUSIE  MOUSIE  WILDFLOWER 
All  that  precious  time  we  spent 
Doing  the  uglies  we  had  to  do 
But  I'm  not  really  discontent 
Because  I  think  t’was  good  for  you. 
Enough's  enough,  however,  Pet, 

So,  let's  a  little  pleasure  get. 

All  my  love,  Porcupine. _ 

UNO  UNO  UNO 

Nothing  seems  to  go  quite  right.  All 
we  do  is  work.  Don’t  expect  to  see  us  in 
near  future.  You  will  get  a  letter  as  soon 
as  possible. _ 

WAR  EAGLE 

Music  City  is  quiet  and  empty  without 
you.  Hurry  up  vacation.  I  miss  you 
bunches  and  so  does  BW.  All  my  love, 
AR. _ (14) 

Hot  J/O  calls.  For  info  and  appl  send 
SASE  to  Phone  Pals,  P.O.  Box  2392, 
Escondido,  CA  92025.  State  age,  men¬ 
tion  GCN  for  sample  newsletter.  (15) 
GWM  37,  5  '7",  155  lbs  seeks  occa¬ 
sional  friendly,  mutually  satisfying  rela¬ 
tions  with  mentally  mature  GMs  from 
Mass,  NH,  VT  &  ME  18  to  30  discretion 
assured  &  expected  no  fems-fats-SM- 
drugs.  Paul  Emery,  PO  1287,  Conway, 
NH  03818. _ (17) 

Is  there  someone  in  VT,  NH,  or  ME 
around  my  age  (24)  who  shares  an  inter¬ 
est  in  trees,  maple  syrup  production, 
black  walnut  culture,  and  drug-free  liv¬ 
ing?  Let's  correspond.  Tim  Brown,  Box 
1277,  Conway,  NH  03818. _ (14) 

FORMER  SKI  INSTRUCTOR 
Gay  Oriental  M,  professional  science 
writer,  muscular,  attractive,  very  young 
45,  likes  to  bicycle,  backpack,  kayak, 
ski;  Mozart;  Chinese  food;  seeks  GM 
who  shares  my  love  of  the  outdoors. 
Box  185,  Danbury,  CT  06810. _ (15) 

On  my  way  to  Symphony,  I  met  you  on 
the  Dudley  Bus.  You  said  I  reminded 
you  of  someone.  Sorry  I  was  in  a  hurry. 
Let’s  get  in  touch.  GCN  Box  334.  (15) 

GWM,  28, 5 '11 ",  br  hair,  bl  eyes.  New  to 
Natick.  Cleancut/no  drugs.  Enjoy 
movies,  sci-fi,  photography,  music,  & 
close  sincere  friends.  Often  travel  in  my 
job.  Write  GCN  Box  330. _ (18) 

Would  like  to  meet  young  guy  under  25, 
who  may  be  out  of  work  and  who  could 
spend  time  in  special  relationship  with 
gdlkg  GWM  34.  Write  Box  259,  118 
Mass  Ave.,  Boston,  MA  02115. _ (13) 

North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc 
(NAMBLA)  needs  people  to  house  del¬ 
egates  to  our  national  conference  in 
Boston  on  Dec  6  &  7.  If  you  have  space 
available,  please  contact  NAMBLA  at 
542-0144  or  write:  Box  2493,  Boston,  MA 
02208. _ (14) 

STARTING  OVER! 

U  don’t  have  to  be  Jilly,  just  warm,  fun, 
brt,  stable.  Shy  prof  GWF  36  sks 
frds/lvr.  for  new  beginnings  &  gd  times. 
No  pressures  or  promises  now.  GCN 
Box  332. _ (16) 

Looking  for  a  gay  friend  with 
imagination  and  intelligence.  I  have  no 
money  —  paying  for  my  own  home.  GM. 

Artist.  GCN  Box  326 _ (17) 

PUBIC  SHAVING 

GWM  25  doing  book  on  pubic  shaving 
wishes  to  exchange  1st  &  2nd  experi¬ 
ences  —  particularly  hi  schl-coll  experi¬ 
ences.  Free  copy  of  book  to  those  who 
contribute.  Also  wish  to  meet  male 
students  visiting  LA.  Skip,  11325  Blix, 
N,  Hollywood,  CA  91602. _ (14) 

FORESKIN  SEEKERS 
Are  you  interested  in  the 
uncircumcized  male?  Correspondence 
club  listings  for  interested  persons 
write  UMA,  Box  1101,  Corpus  Christi, 
TX  78403. _ (17) 

If  you  wish  to  respond  to  a  box  number 
in  any  of  our  ads.  send  to  GCN  Classi¬ 
fieds,  Box  ,  22  Bromfield  St., 

Boston.  MA  02108. 


WANTED 


CARPENTER 

Repairs  rough  and  finish  —  windows, 
doors,  framing,  kitchen,  etc.  All  size 
jobs.  Jim  524-2152. _  (16) 

COUNSELING  —  RHODE  ISLAND 
Individual  and  couple,  specializing  in 
the  concerns  of  women.  Call  Pro¬ 
fessional  Services  for  Women  in 
Providence,  (401)351-2077. _ (16) 

GAY  ACCOUNTANT-BUS  MGR 
MBA  seeks  gay  clients,  no  job  too 
small.  Very  inexpensive.  POB  24,  Back 
Bay  Annex,  Bos  021 1 7. _ (14) 

SLIDING  SCALE  HYPNOSIS 
Hypnosis  and  self-hypnosis  for 
relaxation  motivation  habit  control  and 
more.  Office  in  Harvard  Square.  Call 
522-9214  Jim  O’Brien,  Hypnotist.  (16) 

Visiting  London?  For  free  details  of  ac¬ 
commodations,  saunas,  clubs,  discos, 
temporary  &  permanent  jobs,  general 
information  write  to  GCE  International, 
2  Brydges  Place,  St.  Martins  Lane, 
London  WC2N  4HP  England.  For  Lon¬ 
don  Gay  Guide  and  map  enclose  E3.  For 
tourist  membership  of  leading  London 
clubs,  £2  extra  (or  equivalent  in  other 
currency).  For  Live-in  job  as  junior  as¬ 
sistant  send  full  personal  details  in¬ 
cluding  photograph.  For  holiday  home 
swap  send  full  details  and  require¬ 
ments^ _ (14) 

BE  YOURSELF 

Lifestyle  therapy,  reduce  anxiety,  over¬ 
come  hassles.  Lie.  Psy.  for  men  and 
women.  Crossdressing  issues,  sex 
problems,  identity  concerns,  open  Sun. 
Institute  for  Rational  Living  739-5063.  (?) 


SERVICES 


HALLOWEEN  COSTUME  FRENZY 
For  all  U  Honcho  Hunks  &  Liza  Ladies, 
Wiz  designer  will  whip  up  your  fantasy 
costume,  so  trick  or  treat  yourself  call 
Edward  at  262-6639.  (14) 


MASS.  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
ALCOHOL  COUNSELING 
HYPNOTISM 

(617)  965-1311  for  appt. 


WOMEN’S  SUBURBAN 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  SERVICES 

INDIVIDUAL  AND  COUPLE 
PSYCHOTHERAPY  AND  REFERRAL. 
For  women,  their  triends,  end  temilies. 

(61 7)  861  -8824  Lexington,  M A 


LANDSCAPING— GARDENING 

We  offer  complete  landscape  and  gar¬ 
dening  services.  Quality  work,  personal 
attention.  Call  Bob  Toscano, 

Back  Bay  Gardens— 267-6188. _ (c) 

THERAPY  GROUP  FOR  GAY  MEN 
is  forming  for  October  to  explore  issues 
of  intimacy,  relationship,  and  gay  self- 
image.  Call  628-8286  and  leave 
message  for  Jim  Fishman,  MSW  (8)) 

L  GAY  PSYCHIC 

Quality  readings  will  travel  for  groups 
of  50  or  more  cards  fires  and  smoke 
436-8027, _ (15) 

COUNSELING/PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Individuals/Couples/Groups 
Alan  L.  Storm,  Ph.D. 

Chandler  Street,  South  End 
451-0847 

LESBIAN  COUPLES 
Established  lesbian  couples  with  a  few 
troublesome  problems?  Jill  Stewart, 
Lesbian  Feminist  counselor.  666-2778. 


Would  like  conversations  with  terminal¬ 
ly  ill  gay  males  and  lesbians  of  all  ages 
(anonymity  guaranteed)  for  GCN  article. 
Please  write  GCN  Box  324. 

GCN  SPECIALS 

COMING  OUT 

Send  GCN  your  coming  out  stories. 
Keep  them  short  —  3  type-written 
pages.  Send  stories  to  Features  Editor 
at  GCN. _ (15) 

PROVIDENCE  PRINTER! 

Dear  friend  in  Providence  —  we  have 
lost  your  phone  number  and  need  to 
contact  you  about  the  GCN  flyer  you're 
printing  for  us.  Please  call  Maida  at 
GCN.J61 7)  426-4469.  Thanks,  Richard. 


Jamaice  Plain  —  5  person  coop  in 
owner-occ  hse  starting.  Vi  block  Green 
Line.  3  blocks  pond.  M  &  F,  G  &  S.  No 
cigs.  Great  st,  shared  late  din.  $125-170 
plus  util.  1  rm  big  enuf  4  cpI.  Call  TIG. 
Late  nite  best.  522-5739. _ (14) 

Bos  GM  artist  seeks  roommate  for 
large  apt  with  work  space  on  the  Green 
Line  —  rent  $205  includes  heat.  Call 
739-2191. _ (14) 

3  GM  sk  4th  to  build  supportive  semi- 
veg  home;  looking  for  non-smkr  w/some 
political  awareness.  Camb/Som  line. 
$161.50  incl  ht.  625-2243. _ (15) 

I  am  a  GWM  24  looking  for  same  with  2 
bdrm  apt  in  Boston  area  near  T.  Am  a 
wkg-student,  like  cooking,  plants, 
movies,  TV,  not  into  bars.  Rent  appx 
$200/mo  +  util.  Call  Roger  (617) 

247-7460  till  noon  or  (61 7)  437-9321  after 
8  PM.  Serious  calls  only  —  have  some 
furniture. _ (15) 

GM  to  share  6  rm  (3  bedrm)  house  on 
Hyde  Park/Milton  line,  on  T  Bus  line, 
near  128,  large  yd,  quiet  neighborhood, 
$250/mo  Incl  ht  &  util.  Call  361-6571 
eves  &  wknds.  Sec  dep  &  ref  required. 
_ (14) 

N  Shore  GF  sks  GF/M  to  share  2  br  apt 
in  Rowley.  Roommate  abruptly  moved 
out.  I  wld  like  to  stay  but  need  another 
to  share  expenses.  $160  includes  all 
but  phone.  Call  (617)  948-7528  before 
2pm. _ (15) 

POLITICALLY  INCORRECT? 

GFs  (4)  seek  5th  for  Newton  Corner 
home.  Non-veg,  no  more  fur  —  we  love, 
you  too,  must  love  animals.  Rent  122 
plus  util.  Call  527-0426  for  1  Nov,  no 
couples. _ (15) 


PENPALS 


Gay  women  write/meet  safely  through 
The  National,  International  Wishing 
Well  Magazine  &  Services.  Intro  copy 
$3.  Box  664,  Novato,  CA  94948.  (22) 


APARTMENTS 


FOR  SALE 


SOFA 

Duncan  Phyphe  style  from  the  1920s, 
with  new,  red  velvet  upholstery.  $250 
call  247-3910. _  (15) 

EROTIC  CRAFT  DESIGNS! 

Great  holiday  gifts!  Lots  of  fun! 
$7. 00/set  from  Fannie  Mae  Climaxe, 
Box  120776,  Nashville,  TN  37212.  (15) 


MOVERS 


INSTRUCTION 


LOOKING  FOR  SOMEONE? 

Need  help  finding  that  special  woman? 
Sisters  of  Sappho  Dating  Referral  Ser¬ 
vice  can  put  you  in  touch  with  someone 
living  nearby  whose  interests  &  needs 
match  yours.  Personalized.  Confiden¬ 
tial.  Lesbian  owned/op.  Money-back 
guarantee.  For  info  send  stamped  envel 
to  Box  151,  Hudson,  MA  01749.  (19) 

COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 
COPY  CELLAR  COPY  CELLAR 

for  all  your  printing  needs.  (Gay  owned). 
FLYERS,  RESUMES,  STATIONERY,  ETC. 
Copy  Cellar,  55  Broad  St.,  Bos.  near 
Faneuil  Mkt  (off  State  St.)  542-8280 
825-6700. _ (c) 


THE  WOMEN’S  WRITER’S  CENTER 
an  independent  feminist  institute  offer¬ 
ing  a  year  long  program  of  writing  work¬ 
shops  and  women’s  literature.  ’80-’81 
faculty  include:  Broumas,  Brown, 
deVries,  Grahn,  Lorde,  Neilen,  Piercy, 
Speicher,  St.  Andrews,  Void.  For  infor¬ 
mation:  Women’s  Writer’s  Center, 
Williams  Hall,  Cazenovia,  New  York, 
13035. _ (14) 

Creative  Writing  workshop  for  women 
who  think  they  can’t  write.  6  wks  $48. 
Register  by  Oct  31  for  Nov  beginning. 
Beth  Hodges,  PhD  566-2153.  (14) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

DEFEND  THE  SWP! 

Gay  Alliance  of  Young  Socialists  is 
defending  the  Gay  Movement  and  the 
Vanguard  Party  from  all  attacks  by 
lesbians  and  transexuals!  (WWP)  Send 
contributions  to  G.  Dugai  at  2235  Milvia 
Berkeley,  CA. _ (16) 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Licensed  and  Insured.  Reliable 
Experienced. 

_ 661-2958 _ (c) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
With  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists 
Any  time  of  day  -  any  day  of  the  year 
_ No  overtime  charges.  354-2184.  (c) 

JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

SUB  SHOP  HELP  NEEDED 
Reliable  individual  to  work  about  30  hrs / 
wk  Mon-Fri  11:00-4:30.  Possible  Sats. 
No  experience  necessary.  Sister  Sub 
Shop,  20  College  Ave.,  Som.  623-7050. 

_ (14) 

Gay  marketing  mgr  for  Fortune  500 
computer  mfgr  near  Boston  has  three 
staff  positions  open.  Min  3-5  years  exp, 
MBA  desirable,  knowledge  of  hdwr  &/or 
sftwr  in  scientific/engineering  mkts 
req’d.  Call  Jim  Perry  (work)  (617) 
366-8911  ext  4119  (be  discreet)  or 
(home)  875-7087. _ (14) 

EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 
for  gay  multiservice  agency.  Admin, 
supervision,  pub  educ  role.  Min  5  yrs 
Idrshp  exp  in  MH/Soc  Serv  agency. 
Resume,  sal  hist  to  HCHS,  80  Boylston 
St,  Suite  855,  Boston,  MA  021 16.  (14) 

MESSENGER/OFFICE 
person  for  light  messenger  work,  who 
can  do  minor  clerical  work,  clean  the 
office  and  be  generally  helpful.  If  you 
can  type,  that’s  a  plus;  if  you  can 
operate  a  TR-80  mini-computer,  that's  a 
gold  star  for  you.  Please  write  about 
yourself.  Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany 
St.,  Cambridge  02139. 

Light  carpentry  and  apartment 
maintenance  job  available  on  a  part- 
time  basis.  Must  have  own  trans- 
portation.  Call  268-6300. _ (16) 


MISSION  HILL 

6  rm  apt  on  quiet  st  in  owner-occupied 
bldg.  Avail  11/1,  $225/mo.  Sep  gas 
heat/util.  Deposit  &  refs. 
427-2516 _ (14) 

GM— radio  producer/classical  music 
needs  QUIET  apartment.  Prefer  owner- 
occupied  South  End  house.  $300  max. 
Can  exchange  renovation  work  for  re- 
duced  rent.  492-2777  ext  2314  days.  (15) 

South  End  Wore  Sq,  Ig  1  br,  street  fir  In 
owner-occ  bldg.  Newly  renov  own  en- 
trance.  $450/mo  inc  heat.  267-2456.  (15) 

BY  THE  PRU  ROOM/APT 
If  you're  a  responsible  guy  who  wants 
the  privacy  of  a  small  apt  along  with  the 
economy  of  renting  a  room,  call 
267-7422. _ (14) 

OLD-FASHIONED  CHARM 
Apartment  on  Union  Park,  newly  reno¬ 
vated  with  new  bathroom,  kitchen, 
lovely  chandelier  and  hardwood  floors. 
There  is  no  “separate”  bedroom;  this 
was  the  “parlor”  floor  of  the  original 
house,  and  consists  of  one  basic  large 
area  with  sliding  doors  for  privacy. 
Most  suitable  for  two  people.  You  will 
appreciate  the  high  ceilings,  fine 
detailing  in  moldings,  and  tall  bay 
windows.  Rent  is  $495  per  month. 
Mostly  gay  people  in  building;  owner 
occupied.  Write  Box  290,  118  Mass. 
Ave.,  Boston  02115. 


RESORTS 


Reasonably  Priced 

Guest  Rooms,  Cottages  &  Apartments 
At  The  New  NORMANDY  HOUSE 
184  Bradford,  Provincetown  MA  02657 
(617)  487-1197 


PUBLICATIONS 


Christian  Love  —  atheist  anarchist 
pamphlet,  $1.50  —  David  Sonenschein, 
612  Pressler,  Austin,  TX  78703.  (15) 

ORGANIZATIONS 

BOYS  AND  MEN  IN  LOVE 
If  so,  you  need  us  and  we  need  you! 
Write  to  the  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  for  info:  NAM/BLA  PO 
Box174-B,  New  York,  NY  10018  (30) 

D.O.B. 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  Camb.  Old  Camb  Bap.  Raps 
every  Tues  &  Thurs  8pm.  35  plus  rap 
2nd  W  &  last  Fri,  8pm.  Bi-monthly 
magazine  FOCUS  $8.00.  Monthly  social 
&  fund-raising  event.  Softball  at 
Magazine  Beach  (Camb)  at  3pm  every 
Sun.  Info  &  office  hrs  661-3633.  All 
women  invited  to  participate. _ (c)) 


DAVID  BELLVILLE  &  ASSOCIATES 
Therapy  for  individuals  and  couples  in 
English  and  Spanish.  Assertiveness 
training  groups.  Copley  Square  and 
Malden  locations.  (617)  266-1450.  (15) 

ROOMMATES _ 

Prof  LF  26  seeks  1-2  F  for  3  bdrm 
townhouse,  Newton.  Spacious, 
modern,  peaceful.  Sorry  —  no  pets. 
332-0413  eves,  wknds.  Keep  trying. 
$200. _ 

LF  ROOMMATE  WANTED/SOM 

1  F  30  seeks  quiet  friendly  resp  LF  to 

share  Ig  2  br  apt  in  Som.  Rent  $110  plus 
util.  I  smoke  and  have  2  cats.  Call  (617) 
666-4392 _  (14) 

GWF  Ikg  for  clean  responsible  rmte  to 
share  mod  2  bdrm  apt.  $200/mo.  No 
drugs,  no  pets,  please.  Call  after  6  pm 
at  567-2694. _  (1 4) 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  It  not  a  crucial  laaua  for  you, 
why  put  It  In  your  ad?  It  la  not  a  raqulrad 
formula:  GWM,  GWF  are  not  nacaaaary; 
GM,  GF  would  do  aa  wall,  unlaaa  you 
raally  want  It  otharwlaa. _ 

2  women  seek  3  more  to  complete  our 
Jamaica  Plain  home.  $90  plus. 
524-6209.  Lesbians  with  laughter,  (14) 


Classified  Ad  deadline  is  Tuesday  noon  (prior  to  Sunday 
publication). 

All  ads  must  be  paid  in  advance.  No  ads  accepted  by 
phone.  Make  check  or  money  order  payable  to  Gay 
Community  News,  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
02108. 

Since  we  are  distributed  nationwide,  please  include  your 
area  code  if  your  ad  includes  a  telephone  number. 

Non-business:  $4.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters 
per  line);  each  additional  line  25  cents.  Headlines  are  50 
cents  per  week  for  25  characters. 

Business  (if  you  charge  money  for  a  service,  you  are  a 
business):  $5.00  per  week  for  4  lines  (35  characters  per 
line)  and  50  cents  for  each  additional  line.  Headlines 
are  $1.00  for  25  characters. 

If  you  wish  to  pick  up  your  mail  at  the  GCN  office:  Our 
hours  are  10  a.m.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  through  Friday. 

There  is  a  charge  of  $1.00  for  a  phone  number  included  in 
a  Personal  ad. 

Box  numbers  are  available  at  $1.00  for  6  weeks  if  you 
pick  up  your  mail.  If,  however,  you  wish  your  mail  for¬ 
warded,  the  rate  is  $4.00  for  6  weeks.  Mail  is  forwarded 
at  the  end  of  the  3rd  and  6th  weeks.  If  you  want  mail 
forwarded  for  a  3  month  period,  a  $6.00  charge  will  be 
made  for  the  additional  time. 

Display  classifieds  (boxed  ads)  $10.00  per  column  inch. 


Number  of  weeks  ad  is  to  run _ 

Please  circle  one  of  the  following  ad  categories: 

ACCOMMODATIONS  FOR  SALE  INSTRUCTION 

JOBS  OFFERED  JOB  OPPORTUNITIES  JOBS  WANTED 

JUST  FRIENDS  LOST  &  FOUND  MISCELL. 

PERSONALS  ORGANIZATIONS  PENPALS 

REAL  ESTATE  PRISONERS  PUBLICATIONS 

ROOMMATES  RESORTS  RIDES 

APARTMENTS  SERVICES  WANTED 


Headlines 


at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


First  4  lines 


_at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 


Each  additional  line  at  $ _ per  wk.  $_ 

Pick-Up  Box  No.  at  $1.00/6  weeks  $_ 
Forward  Box  No.  at  $4.00/6  weeks  $_ 
Phone  Number  in  Personals  at  $1 .00  $_ 

l 
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Quick  Goy  Guide 


Boston  Area  (617) 

INFORMATION/SERVICE/SOCIAL 

Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  338-9472 

128ATretnont  St.  (4th  Floor)  (Hotline)  426-9371 

BAGALS  (Boston  Area  Lesbian  and  Gay  Schoolworkers) 
P-O.  Box  178,  Astor  St.,  Boston,  02123 
Black  Men-White  Men  Soclal/Supporl  Group  227-8167 

Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  &  Lesbians 
c/o  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  22  Bromfield  St. 

Boston,  02108  542-0144 

Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  History  Project 
285  Harvard  St.  #102,  Cambridge  02139 
Chiltem  Mountain  Club  247-1206 

Box  104,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston  02114 
El  Comlte  Latino  de  lesbianas  y  homosexuals  de  Boston 
P.O.Box  365,  Cambridge,  02139  354-1755 

GAY  HOTLINE  (6pm-Mid.)  426-9371 

Frenz  &  Luwers  Assoc.,  P.O.  Box  814,  Boston  02123 

944-4818 


282-9161 

354-0133 


227-6167 

661-7223 


Gay  Professional  Men's  Group 
Gay  Recreational  Activities  Committee 
(GRAC),  c/o  GCN  Box  8000 
Gay  Speakers  Bureau,  P.O.  Box  2232, 

Boston  02107 

Jubilee  Athletic  Club,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 

Boston,  021 14 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Folkdancing 
c/o  GCN  Box  22  Bromfield  St.,  Boston,  MA  02108 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Hotline  (6-12pm,)  426-9371 

Merrymount  Music  Soc.,  Box  401,  104  Charles  St. 

Boston  021 14  236-4888 

Outreach  Institute,  Box  368,  Kenmore  St.,  02215  277-3454 
Parents  of  Gays  542-5188  (days),  426-9371  (nights) 

Project  Place  267-9150 

Tapestry  Counseling  Inc., 

20  Sacramento  St.,  Cambridge.  661-0248 

POLIT1CAL/LEGAL 

BLAGMAR  (Boston  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men 
Against  the  Right)  266-6103,876-8768 

B.U.  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Association  238-4710 

B.U.  Law  School,  755  Comm.  Ave. 

Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus, 

P.O.  Box  218,  E.  Cambridge  02141  491-0968 

Civil  Liberties  Union  of  Mass.  742-8020 

GLAD  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders),  2  Park  Sq.  426-1350 

Harvard  Committee  on  Gay  and  Lesbian  Legal  Issues 
Roscoe  Pound  Hall,  Cambridge,  02138 
Robin  MacCormack,  Mayor's  Office  725-4410 

Mass  Gay  Political  Caucus 

Box  179, 118  Mass.  Ave.  Boston  02115  242-3544 

National  Lawyers  Guild,  595  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge02139  542-5415,542-6837 

STUDENT _ 

Gay  People  at  BU,  c/o  Program  Resources  Office 
George  Sherman  Union,  Boston  University.  353-3646 

Gay  Academic  Union  of  New  England, 

P.O.  Box  212,  Boston  02101  661-6500 

Gay/Lesblan  Concern  Group  of  Boston  College 

1 18  Mass  Ave.,  Box  201 ,  Boston  021 15  262-2473 

Gay  People’s  Group,  UMass/Boston 
(Harbor  Campus),  Bldg  1, 4th  fl,  Rm  178  287-1900x2169 

Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Info.  495-5476 

MIT  Gays,  Rm.  50-306  253-5440 

Northeastern  Gay  Student  Org.,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  255  Ell  Ctr. 

Tufts  Gay  Community,  c/o  Student 
Activities  Office,  Medford  02155 

WOMEN _ 

Aradia  Counseling  for  Women,  520  Comm  Ave 
(Kenmore  Sq.) 

Cambridge  Women’s  Center 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave., 

Cambridge  02138 
Gay  Professional  Women's  Assn., 

Box  308,  Boston  U  Sta.,  Boston  02215 
Janus  Counseling  for  Lesbians, 

21  Bay  St.,  Cambridge 
Lesbian  Liberation,  c/o  Women’s  Center 
Massachusetts  Feminist  Federal  Credit  Union 

186 V4  Hampshire  St..  Camb. 

National  Organization  for  Women 
99  Bishop  Allen  Dr.,  Cambridge  02139 
Tufts  Women's  Center  628-5000x793 

Womanspace,  636  Beacon  St.  (Kenmore  Sq.)  267-7992 
Women’s  Alcoholism  Program, 

1348  Cambridge  St.,  Cambridge  02139 
Women's  Community  Health  Center, 

639  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge 

RELIGIOUS  _ 

Am  Tikva,  P.O.  Box  11,  Cambridge,  02138 
Dignity,  355  BoylstonSt.,  Boston  02114 
Friends  (Quaker)  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Concerns,  5  Longfellow  Pk.,  Cambridge 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  2582,  Boston  02208 
Lutherans  Concerned  for  Gay  People 
Metropolitan  Community  Church 
Fr.  Paul  Shanley  (Exodus  Center) 

Unitarian  Universalists  Office  of  Gay  Concerns 
25  Beacon  St.,  Boston  02108 

MEDIA 


247-4861  x58 
354-8807 


661-3633 


661-2537 

354-8807 

661-0450 

661-6015 


661-1316 

547-2302 


536-6518 

497-6377 

262-3057 

536-3788 

523-7664 

964-0996 

742-2100 


Alyson  Publ.,  75  Kneeland,  Boston 

542-5679 

Closet  Space  WCAS  (740  AM) 

4926450 

Esplanade 

787-1084 

Fag  Rag 

661-7534 

Gay  Community  News 

426-4469 

Good  Gay  Poets 

2666103 

Hit  Parade,  104  Charles  St.,  Boston,  02114 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advocates 

6586494 

c/o  GCN,  22  Bromfield,  02108 

Persephone  Press 

4259371 

Box  7222,  Watertown  02172 

TVOD  with  Tony  V 

9246336 

WMBR-FM,  88.1,  Friday  1-4  p.m. 

494-8810 

Xanadu  Graphics,  143  Albany,  Camb.  02139 

6616975 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Alcoholics  Anonymous 
Fenway  Community  Health  Center 
Gay  AlAnon  (families  of  alcoholics) 

Gay  Nurses'  Alltance/East 
P.O.  Box  673,  Randolph,  MA  02368 
Gender  Identity  Service 
Homophile  Alcoholism  Treatment  Service 
Homophile  Community  Health  Service 
Mass  Bay  Counseling 
31  Channing  St.,  Newton  Corner  02158 
Sexual  Health  Centers  of  N.E.,  Inc., 

739  Boylston  St.,  Boston  02116 
Tufts  Skin  Care  Clinic  (VD  treatment) 
Turley  S  Assoc.,  31  Channing  St.,  Newton, 
Vachon/Volz/Taylor,  MD  Lesbian  &  Gay 
1755  Beacon  St.,  Brookline 


4269444 

267-7573 

843-5300 


864-8181 

542-5188 

542-5188 

965-1311 

266-3444 
956-5293 
02158  965-2040 
Medicine 

232-1459 


POOKS/DARS 


Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22  Bromfield 

New  Words,  186  Hampshire,  Cambridge  02139 

Red  Bookstore,  136  River  St.,  Camb. 

Buddies  (Cruise-Disco),  733  Boylston  St. 
Chaps  (Denin,  Men),  27  Huntington  Ave. 
Delivery  Entrance  (at  the  House  Restaurant) 
12  Wilton  St. 

Elbow  Room,  100  Chandler  (at  Clarendon) 
Harry's  Place  (Dancing,  Men),  45  Essex  St. 
Herbie's  Ramrod  Room  (Leather,  Men) 

1254  Boylston  St. 

Jacques  (Mixed.  Dancing),  79  Broadway 
Kimmies  Disco,  237  Mass.  Ave.,  Camb. 
Napoleon  Club  (Men,  Dancing  Fri.-Sun.) 

52  Piedmont  St. 

119  Merrimac  (Bar) 

Paradise  (Talking,  Mostly  Men) 

180  Mass.  Ave.  (Cambridge) 

Playland  (Men,  some  Women),  21  Essex  St. 
Prelude  (Women),  Dartmouth  St. 


542-0144 

8765310 

4916930 

262-2480 

266-7778 

783-5701 

338-8447 

3386816 

247-0989 

338-9066 

3546166 

3367547 


864-4130 

3367254 


Skippers,  252  Boylston  St. 

Somewhere  (Disco  Dancing,  Mostly  Women) 

295  Franklin  St.  423-7730 . 

Sporter's  Cafe  (Men)  228  Cambridge  St. 

Together  (Disco  Dancing,  Mixed),  110  Boylston  St. 4260086 
Club  Boston  (Gay  men’s  baths),  4  LaGrange  St.  4261451 


Eastern  Mass.  (617) 

IKFOkM  ATIOH/SEkVIC  EISOCI AL 

Gay  Hotline  7560730 

Mass.  Teachers  Assoc JGay  Rights  Caucus 
P.O.  Box  75,  New  Salem  01355 
Montachusett  Gay  Alliance,  Fitchburg  342-5117 

North  Shore  Gay  Alliance 

Box  806,  Marblehead,  01915  7456966 

Provlncetown  24-Hour  Drop-in  Center  487-0387 

Survival  Crisis  Line  471-7100 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Dignity  Merrimack  Valley 

P.O.  Box  348,  Lowell  08853  8516711 

MCC  Worcester,  2  Wellington  St.,  753-8360 

WOMEN _ 

Everywoman's  Center,  Box  949,  14  Center 
St.,  Provlncetown  02657  (46pm) 

Lesbian  Support  Group,  Mercy  Otis  Warren  Women's 
Center,  298  Main  St.,  Hyannis  02601  7716739 

New  Bedford  Women's  Clinic  9961570 

Origins,  Inc.,  A  Women's  Center 
169  Boston  St.,  Salem  01970  7465873 

The  Women's  Bookstore,  1087  Main,  01603  791-5127 

Women's  Meeting  House,  89  Downing  St.  01610  752-5905 

STUDENT _ 

Clark  U.  Gay  Alliance,  950  Main,  A-70 
Gay  Outreach  Assoc,  for  Lowell  (Unlv.)  Students 
South  Campus,  Student  Union  Rm  348  453-3804 

Salem  State  Gay  Task  Force 
Salem  St.  College,  Salem  01970  7460556  (ext.  209) 

Western  Mass.  (413) 

IHFOkMATION/SERVICEfSOClAL 

Berkshire  County  Gay  Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1562,  Pittsfield 
01201,  Berkshire  County  Info  447-7818 

Gay  Counseling  Collective 

406F  Student  Union,  UMass,  Amherst  545-2645 

Gay  Men  of  Franklin  Cty.,  Box  771,  Greenfield 
Help  Line  6646391,664-6392 

Together,  Box  427,  Forest  Park  Sta.,  Springfield  01108 

WOMEN _ 

Common  Woman  Club,  78  Masonic  St., 


Northampton  01060 

584-4580 

Everywomen’s  Center,  Amherst 

Franklin  Cty.  Lesbian  Alliance 

P.O.  Box  235,  Deerfield  01342 

5450883 

Gay  Women’s  Caucus,  Amherst 

Lesbians  United 

5453438 

33  Pearl  St.,  Pittsfield,  01201 

New  Alexandria  Lesbian  Library 

P.O.  Box  111,  Huntington  01050 

499-2425 

Southwest  Women's  Center 

5450626 

Women's  Media  Project  (WMUA,  91.1  FM) 

5452876 

Womonfyre  Books 

RELIGIOUS 

5856445 

Dlgnity/Sprlngfleld,  P.O.  Box  1604  Springfield  01101 

STUDENT _ 

Lesbian  Union,  920  Campus  Center, 

UMass,  Amherst  01003  5463438 

People's  Gay  Alliance,  RSO  368  Student 
Union,  UMass,  Amherst,  01002  5456154 

Williams  Gay  Peoples  Union 
S.U.  Box  3212,  Williams  College,  Wllliamstown  01267 

Connecticut  (203) 

IHFORMATIOK/SEkVICE/SOCIAL 

Conn.  Gay  Task  Force,  P.O.  Box  1139, 

New  Haven  06505 

Gay  Switchboard,  Hartford,  M-S  1-11  pm, 

Sun  1-5  pm,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Switchboard,  New  Haven, 

P.O.  Box  72, 06501 
M-F  611  pm 
Gay  Youth 

George  W.  Henry  Foundation  (counseling), 

45  Church  St.,  Hartford  06103 
Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  &  Gay  Taskforce 
Institute  of  Social  Ethics/Gay  National  Archives, 

One  Gold  St.,  Suite  22-BC,  Hartford  06103 
NAMBLA/CT 
New  Haven  Gay  Alliance 
Box  72, 06501 


522-5575 


624-6869 

624-6869 

522-2646 

249-7691 

547-1281 

624-6869 

624-6869 


WOMEN 


Gay  Women's  Collective,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  U-1 18,  UConn,  Storrs  06268  486-4738 

Heartroots  Feminist  Therapy  Collective,  522-2763 

214  Laurel  St.,  Hartford  06105  747-5451 

Lesbian  Rap,  New  Haven,  148  Orange  St., 

New  Haven  06510  436-0645 

Shorellnewoman  481-3575 

Women’s  Center,  Hartford,  57  Pratt  St., 

Rm  301,  Hartford  06103  525-2382 

Women’s  Center,  Manchester  Community 
College,  P.O.  Box  1046,  Manchester,  06040  6464900 

Women's  Center,  UConn,  Box  U-1 18, 

Storrs  06828  4864738 

Women's  Center,  Wesleyan,  Box  WW, 

Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Women's  Liberation  Center,  New  Haven, 

148  Orange  St.,  New  Haven  06510  4360645 

STUDENT 


527-3151 


4862273 


Eros,  Gay  Students  at  Trinity  College 
c/o  Chaplain's  Office,  Hartford  06106 
Gay  Alliance  at  Yale, 

P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta.,  New  Haven  06520 
Gay  Alliance,  UConn,  Box  U-8,  Storrs,  06268 
Gay  Alliance,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women's  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  Sta.,  Middletown,  06457  347-941 1 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  So.  Conn.  St.  College, 

386  Sherman  Ave.,  New  Haven  0651 1  8662802 

Gay  Community,  Conn.  College 
P.O.  Box  1295,  New  London  06320 
Lesbians,  Wesleyan,  c/o  Women’s  Center, 

Box  WW,  Wesleyan  St.,  Middletown  06457  347-941 1 

Yalesbians,  P.O.  Box  2031,  Yale  Sta., 

New  Haven  06520 


RELIGIOUS 


Dignlty/Falrfield  County, 

P.O.Box  348,  Belden  Sta.  Norwalk,  06850 
Dignity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  72,  Hartford  06141  233-8325 

Dignity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  285,  West  Haven  06516 
Integrity/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  3681, 

Central  Sta,  Hartford  06103 
Integrity/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1777, 

New  Haven  06507 

MCC/Hartford,  P.O.  Box  514,  Hartford  06101 
MCC/New  Haven,  P.O.  Box  1273, 

New  Haven  06505 


522-2646 

787-1518 

522-5575 


777-9808 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


Gay  AA  (Danbury) 

Gay  Health  Workers  at  YNHH, 

Box  2031 ,  Yale  St.,  New  Haven,  06520 
Moonseed  (counseling) 


748-5341 


4368354 

727-0379 


Rhode  Island  (401)  pouhcawuwal 

▼  ▼  Cnatitinn  for  I  nshian  A  Gav  R 


Gay  Help  Line 

751-3322 

Gay  Community  Services  of  R.I., 

728-9269 

Box  6563,  Providence  02940 

7286023 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Providence  Gay  Group  of  AA 

331-2047 

WOMEN 

Gay  Women  of  Brown,  c/o  Sarah  Doyle  Women's  Center, 
186  Meeting  St.,  Providence,  02912  8662189 

Lesbian  Feminist  Union,  Sarah  Doyle  Center 
Box  1829  Brown  Sta.,  Providence  02912  8662189 

Support  Group  for  Gay  Women  Over  25 
Box  755,  Pawtucket  02860  942-5368 

STUDENT 


Brown/RISD  Gay  Students,  Box  49,  Brown  U., 
Providence  02912 


8663062 


RELIGIOUS 


Dlgnlty/Provldence,  Box  2231,  Pawtucket  02861  724-0132 

MCC/ Provide  nee,  5  Junction  St.,  Providence  272-9247 

MCC  Innovative  Ministry  (terminally  ill,  aged  and 
handicapped),  Rev.  Michael  Nordstrom  272-8482 

Hew  Hampshire  (603) 

IMFOkMATIOH/SEkYICE/SOqAL 

Dignity/Integrity  52  Pleasant  St.,  Concord  03301  4865770 
Nashua  Area  Gays,  P.O.Box  3472, 

Nashua  03061  Paul  8861305 

NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men 
Box  521,  Concord  03301  4865770 

NH  Lambda,  Box  1043,  Concord  03301;  Concord  224-3785, 
7463339;  Portsmouth  431-1541;  Nashua  8861416 
Speakers  Bureau,  Box  521,  Concord  03301; 

Box  3472,  Nashua  03061 

MEN _ 

Central  N.H.  Men’s  Support  Group 
31  Union  St.,  Concord  03301  2268049 

Conway  Area  Discussion  Group,  Box  211,  Chocorua  03817 
Seacoast  Gay  Men,  P.O.  Box  221  Portsmouth  03801 


WOMEN 


Full  Circle,  monthly  feminist  news 
journal,  P.O.  Box  235,  Contoocook,  NH  03229 
Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  47,  Penacook 

STUDENT _ 

Dartmouth  Gay  Students'  Assoc. 

Hinman  Box  5057,  Hanover  03755 

Vermont  (602) 


656-4173 

656-4173 


223-6843 


7761946 

863-1236 


Gay  Hotline,  U  of  VT 
Gay  Student  Union,  U  of  Vt, 

Burlington  05401,  M-F,  7 -9pm 
Gay  People  at  Middlebury 
Box  D56,  Middlebury  College,  05753 
Southern  Vermont  Lesbians/Gay  Men's 
Coalition,  P.O.  Box  1034,  Brattleboro  05301 
Washington  County  Gays 

P.O.  Box  1264,  Montpelier  05602 
Southern  Vermont  Women's  Health  Center, 

187  N.  Main  St.,  Rutland,  05701 
Women’s  Center,  P.O.  Box  92  Burlington  05401 
Integrity,  P.O.  Box  11  Winooski,  05404 

Maine  (207) 

Center  for  Being,  8  Rocky  Hill  Estates,  Brunswick 
04011  729-1750 

Down  East  Gay  Alliance,  Box  594  Bar  Harbor  04609 
Gay  Peoples  Alliance 

92  Bedford  St.,  Portland,  04103  780-4085 

Mainely  Gay,  P.O.  Box  4542,  Portland  04112 
Northern  Lambda  Nord,  P.O.  Box  990,  Caribou,  ME  04736 
Maine  Lesbian  Feminists  P.O.  Box  125,  Belfast,  04915 
Midcoast  Gay  Men  P.O.  Box  57  Belfast,  ME  04915 
Wilde-Stein  Club,  c/o  Memorial  Union, 

U.  of  Maine,  Orono  04473 

Parents  &  Friends  of  Gays  563-5856 

Dignity/Maine,  Box  7021,  Lewiston  04240 

New  Jersey  (2(H) 

Dignity/Jersey  Shore,  Box  824,  Asbury  Park  07712  988-9510 
Dignity/Metropolitan,  Box  337,  Irvington  071 11  755-9053 

Gay  Activist  Alliance/Morris  County,  Box  137,  Convent  Sta. 

07691  762-6217 

Gay  Activist  Alliance  of  New  Jersey,  Box  1734,  South 
Hackensack  07601  343-6402 

Gay  People  Princeton,  Box  2303,  Princeton  08540 
Lambda  Alliance,  Box  223,  Eatontown  07724  229-7949 

Lavender  Express  (Publications),  c/o  Pal  Freeman  Box  218, 
Kearny  07032 

Lesbian  Feminist  Collective,  Box  4042,  Allwood  St.,  Clifton 
07012  998-1023 

National  Committee  for  Sexual  Civil  Liberties,  18  0ber  Rd., 
Princeton  08540 

Organization  for  Gay  Awareness,  Box  41,  Orange  07050 

746-6196 

Rutgers  Gay  Alliance,  Student  Ctr.  Box  91,  College  Ave. 
New  Brunswick  08903  932-7886 

New  York  City  (212) 

IHFORMATIOH/SEkVKE/SOCIAL 

Ass'n  of  Gay  Social  Workers, 
c/o  Gay  Switchboard  Message  Center, 

1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  Suite  502, 10010  777-7697 

Chelsea  Gay  Association  T 

164  W21stst.#1979, 10011  691-7950 

Citizens'  Party  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Caucus 

851-1873,866-6651 

FOLKS  (Friends  of  Little  Kids  989-6653 

Gay  Atheists  League  of  America 
P.O.  Box  248,  Village  Sta  NYC  10014 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Blind,  110  East  23rd  St. 

Suite  502,  NYC  10010 
Gay  Switchboard 

Gayellow  Pages,  P.O.Box  292,  Village  Sta. 

Mirth  and  Girth  Club 

New  York  Gay  Prisoners  Support  Committee, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station,  10014 
North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc.  (NAMBLA) 

Box  174,  NYC  10018 
Oscar  Wilde  Memorial  Bookshop, 

15  Christopher  St.  255-8097 

SAGE,  Inc.,  487A  Hudson  St.  10014 
West  Side  Discussion  Group, 

26  Ninth  Ave.  (at  W.14  St.)  675-0143 

WOMEN _ 

All  The  Queens  Women,  36-23  164th  St., 

Flushing  11358  359-9204 

Dykes  &  Tykes,  Room  502,  110  E.  23rd  St.  10010 
Gay  Women's  Alternative,  4  W.  76th  St.  1 0023  532-8669 

Lesbian  Herstory  Archives,  P.O.  Box  1258,  10001 
Lesbian  Switchboard,  243  W.  20th  St.  10010  741-2610 


982-7411 


777-1800 

744-2785 

734-7748 

677-0237 


Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Rights 
29  W  21  St  St. 

Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Socialists 
Dykes  &  Tykes  Legal  Custody  Center, 

Rm  502, 1 10  E.  23rd  St.,  NYC  10010 
Gay  Activists  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  2,  Village  Station 
Gay  Lawyers  &  Law  Students'  Group 
Postal  Address:  Law  Group  P.O.  Box  1899 
Grand  Central  Station  10017 
Gay  Teachers  Assoc.  Box  435,  Van  Brunt  Sta.  Brooklyn, 
11215  255-5969,499-1060 

Lambda  Legal  Defense,  1 32  W.  43rd,  1 0036  944-9488 

National  Coalition  of  Gay  Activists, 

P.O.  Box  A-711,  Grand  Central  Sta.,  10017 
National  Gay  Task  Force,  80  Fifth  Ave.,  Rm  1601  741-5800 
National  March  on  Washington 
29  W.  21st  St.,  2nd  fl..  10010  924-2970 

RELIGIOUS 


924-2970 

988-3012 

777-8358 

677-0237 


628-8532 


Church  of  the  Beloved  Disciple, 

348  W.  14th  St.,  10004 

Dlgnlty/Gay  and  Lesbian  Catholics, 

Box  1564,  FDR  Sta.  10022 
Integrity-Episcopal  Gay  Society, 

GPO  Box  1549, 10001 

MCC/NY,  201  W.  13th  St.,  1001 1 

242-6616 

8693050 

9896653 

242-1212 

MEDIA/ENTERTAINMENT 

Gay  Theatre  Alliance 

Box  294,  10014 

Gotham  110  E.  23rd  St.  #502  10010 
WBAI  Gay  Rap 

5952597 

674-6004 

STUDENT 

Gay  Youth  of  NY, 339  Lafayette  St. 

(GAA  office) 

New  York  U.  Gay  People's  Union 

Loeb  Student  Ctr,  Rm  810 

7990388,2352397 

5957056 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

Gay  Men's  Health  Project 

74  Grove  St.  Rm  2RW,  10014 

Institute  For  Human  Identity 

National  Gay  Health  Collective 

55  West  26  St.  #402, 10010 

691-6969 

7999432 

7250114 

New  York  State 

IHFOUMATlOHfSEKVICEfSOCIAL 

Alternatives  Corner  (516)  483-2050 

374  Woodfield  Rd.'W.  Hemstead,  11522 
Broome  County  Gay  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  F-1711 
Binghamton  13902 

Capital  District  Gay  Community  Center  (7-1 1  pm), 

332  Hudson  Ave.,  Albany  12210  (518)462-6138 

Confide— counseling  for  transvestites 
and  transsexuals.  Box  56,  Tappan  10983 
East  End  Gay  Organization, 

P.O.  Box  87,  Southampton  11968 
Empty  Closet  Collective,  1255  Uni¬ 
versity  Ave.,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Alliance  of  The  Genessee  Valley, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester,  14614 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance,  P.O.  Box  22740,  Albany  12222 
Gay  Helpline,  (Frl-Sun,  7:30-10  p.m.)  (607)  797-3453 

Gay  Light  Collective,  389  W.  Onondaga  St., 

Syracuse  13202  (315)  475-6857 

Gay  Task  Force,  713  Monroe  Ave., 

Rochester  (Mon.  7pm)  (716)  244-8640, 244-9030 

Gertrude  Stein  Book  Collective, 

262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mall:  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  (518)  465-9246 

NY  State  Coalition  of  Gay  Organizations, 

Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)462-6138 

Parents  of  Gays/Ll,  c/o  Gay  Concerns  Comm. 

109  Browns  Rd.,  Huntington,  11746  (516)427-3683 

Parents  of  Lesbians  &  Gay  Men  793-5198 


(516)  324-2468 

(716)271-6750 
(716)244-8640 
or  244-9030 


WOMEN 


Bisexual/Gay  Women's  Action  Lino  (516)  791-5565 

Horizon  —  A  Woman’s  Space,  77  State  St.,  Binghamton 
Lesbian  Resource  Center, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester  14607  (716)  244-9030 

Lesbian  Switchboard  (Mon,  7-9  p.m.)  (607)  722-3629 

MEN _ 

Westchester  Gay  Men’s  Assoc. 

255  Grove  St.,  White  Plains,  10601 
GayHotline(8-11pm)  (914)948-4922 

RELIGIOUS _ 

Affirmation  (Unitarian  Unlversalist  Gay  Caucus), 

34  Chestnut  Rd.,  Delmar  12054 
Dignity/Integrity/Rochester,  42  Tyler  House, 

17  So.  Fitzhugh  St.,  Rochester  14614  (716)  232-6521 

Dignlty/LL,  P.O.  621 P,  Bayshore  11706 
Gay  Concerns  Committee  of  the  Unitarian  Unlversalist 
Fellowship  of  Huntington,  109  Browns  Rd., 

Huntington  11743 

STUDENT 


(607)  256-6482 

(716)  244-8640 

(716)  2756181 
(516)420-2134 
(516)  2457943 


Gay  People  at  Cornell 
528  Willard  Straight,  Ithaca  14853 
Gay  Brotherhood  of  Rochester, 

713  Monroe  Ave.,  Rochester 
Gay  Liberation  Front,  U.  of  R.,  Wilson 
Commons,  Rochester  14607 
Gay  Men  and  Women  at  Farmingdale 
Gay  Student  Union,  S.U.N.Y. 

Hamilton-Kirkland  Gay  Alliance,  Box  80, 

Hamilton  College,  Clinton  13323 
Harpur  Gay  Alliance 
SUNY,  Binghamton,  Box  2000,  13901 
Harpur  Lesbian  Alliance,  SUNY,  Binghamton,  13901 
Lambda  Unlv.,  Box  131,  Albany  12201  (518)  462-6138 

Teen  Gays  of  New  York 

385  W.  Onondaga  St.  Syracuse  13202  (315)4756857 

MEDIA _ 

Capitol  District  Alive,  262  Central  Ave,  Albany  12206; 

(by  mall;  Box  1807,  Albany  12201)  4650423 

The  Other  Voice  (Gay  Publication) 
c/o  Looking  Left,  SUNY  Binghamton  13901 


POLITICAL/LEGAL 


Capital  District  Gay  Political  Caucus, 
Box  131,  Albany  12201 


(518)462-6138 


If  your  organization  feels  that  it  has  been 
miscategorized,  please  contact  GCN  so  the 
error  may  be  correct  red. 

To  update  your  listing  or  to  put  a  new  listing 
into  the  Quick  Gay  Guide,  send  information 
to  Listings  Editor,  GCN,  22  Bromfield 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02108. 


olendor 


mondays 


weekly  events 
Sundays 


Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Area  Coalition  tor 
Cuban  Aid  and  Resettlement  (BACCAR)  open 
meeting  for  potential  sponsors  of  gay  and 
lesbian  Cuban  refugees  and  also  for  other 
interested  persons.  Arlington  St.  Church. 
Every  Sunday  at  3pm.  Info:  723-2997  (8-12pm). 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space,  a  weekly 
public  affairs  program  for  gay  men  and  lesbi¬ 
ans  with  co-hosts  Katherine  Triantafillou  and 
Charles  Bedard.  11am.  WCAS,  AM740. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  AA  meets  at  Old  West 
Church.  131  Cambridge  St.  Gay  men  and  women. 
2:30pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Running  Club. 
Jogging  and  racing  on  the  Esplanade.  Sun¬ 
days  at  1,  Mon.,  Wed.  &  Frl.  at  6.  Info: 
482-5265. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities  Com¬ 
mittee  (GRAC).  Swimming  at  Lindemann  Center 
(Stamford  St  Gov't  Ctr.).  Men  and  women. 
2-4pm. 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  Voleyball.  Fenway  (Rose 
Garden).  Ilam-lpm.  Men  and  women. 
282-9161  for  Info. 

Bedford,  MA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  John  275-1336  or 
Joe  443-4775. 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  gay  social  group, 
alternative  to  the  bars,  on  Cape  Cod.  Meets  every 
2nd  Sunday.  Info:  P.O.  Box  1614,  Orleans,  MA 
02653. 

Greenfield,  MA  —  Gay  Men  of  Franklin  County. 
Every  third  Sun.  Green  River  Cafe,  Osgood  St. 
7pm. 

Bedford,  MA  —  Bedford-Concord  Area  Social 
Club  meets  at  7:30pm.  Info:  John  275-1336  or 
443-4775.  All  are  invited. 

Concord,  NH  —  NH  Coalition  of  Lesbians  and 
Gay  Men.  1st  Sun.  of  the  month.  1-5pm. 
Statewide  political  action  group.  Info:  228-8049. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Blind  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Services  Center, 
110  E.  23rd  St.  Suite  502.  4-6pm.  Info:  Michael 
at  362-8729. 

New  York,  NY  —  Rainbow  Society.  Deaf  gay 
meeting^  Manhattan  Community  Center,  75 
Morton  St.  2nd  Sunday  of  the  month.  2pm.  755- 
1426. 


Cambrldgi,  MA  —  Parents  and  Friends  of 
Gays  meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month. 
7:15pm  sharp  at  the  Episcopal  Theological 
Seminary  Library,  99  Brattle  St.  Info:  542-5188 
or  write:  PFOG,  40  Cogswell  Ave„  Cambridge, 
MA  02140. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  LUNA  (Lesbians  United  for 
Non-nuclear  Action)  meeting.  Women's  Educ 
Ctr..  46  Pleasant.  354-8807.  7-10pm. 

Brattleboro,  VT  —  Southern  Vermont  Gay  Men 
meet  every  4th  Monday  at  the  Common  Ground, 
25  Elliot  St.  7:30pm. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Meeting  of  Nashua  Area  Gays. 
8pm.  Info:  Paul,  888-1305,  or  write:  Nashua 
Area  Gays,  P.O.  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men,  meet  at  7:30pm  at 
Gracie  Square  Hosp.  420  E.  76th  St. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  NY  Coalition  of 
Black  and  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gays. 
Triangle  Ctr.,  26  9th  Ave.,  3rd  floor.  7:30pm.  Any¬ 
one  interested  in  these  issues  is  welcome  re¬ 
gardless  of  race. 


fuesdays 


Wednesdays 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth  Rap.  Boston 
Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY). 
For  all  between  the  ages  of  14  and  22.  7-9pm. 
128A  Tremont  St.  (near  Park  St.  stop),  4th 
floor.  Info:  BAGLY  338-9472  or  the  Hotline 
426-9371. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-In  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 


Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Ad¬ 
vocates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Our  advocacy  is  growing. 
Join  us.  Call  426-9371.  (M-F,  6pm-midnight)  for 
info. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Second  Wave  magazine  is 
opening  Its  collective  to  new  members. 
Interested  women  should  come  to  Wed.  eve 
meetings  6:30pm,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1.151  Mass.  Ave.  or  call  Amy  at 
628-7275  (h)  or  495-2560  (w). 

Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Recreational  Activities 
Committee  (GRAC)  volleyball  (near  Rose 
Garden  In  the  Fenway).  Men  and  women. 
6:30-8:30pm. 

Prorldsncs,  HI  —  Transvestite/transsexual 
meetings.  8pm.  Info:  272-9247. 

New  York,  NY  -  “Qakdale,  Indiana  "a  lesbian 
soap  opera,  Weds,  on  WBAI,  99.5FM,  at 
6:10pm. 

NSW  York,  NY  —  (WBAI,  99.5FM)  Gay  Rap. 
279-0707.  8:30-9:30pm. 

Nsw  York,  NY  —  Gay  Liberation  Allows  Drag 
(GLAD)  meeting.  1835  First  Ave.  Info:  473-5886 
x204.  Ask  for  Eve. 

New  York,  NY  —  Chelsea  Gay  Association 
meets  last  Wed.  of  fhe  month.  Coffeehouse. 
Info:  691-7950 


New  York,  NY  —  WBAI  (99.5FM)  The  Lesbian 
Show.  8:30pm.  279-0707. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Friends  Meeting  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  Draft  counseling.  Every  Tuesday  at 
3:30  and  7:30pm.  5  Longfellow  F*ark  (near  Har¬ 
vard  Sq.)  Info:  876-6883. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussion  group.  Old  Cam¬ 
bridge  Baptist  Church,  1131  Mass  Ave.  8pm.  Call 
661-3633  for  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 

New  Bedford,  MA  —  Rap  group  at  the  Aid 
Center.  18  S.  Water  St.  8-10pm.  Info:  999-3141. 

Uxbridge,  MA  —  Support  and  Discussion 
Group  for  Lesbians.  Tuesday  eves,  7:30pm 
Info:  278-5475. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Politically 
Involved  Lesbians  and  Gays  Under  Twenty- 
two  (PIGLUT),  339  Lafayette  St.  (top  floor) 
Info;  Michael  236-2397.  Open  to  all  21  and 
under. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Taskforce  meets  at  Hill  Ctr.,  350  Farmington 
Ave.  7pm.  (First  Tuesdays)  Info:  249-7691. 


thursdays 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation.  A 
leaderless  support  group  meeting  every 
Thursday  from  8-10pm.  Newcomers  welcome. 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St  354-8807. 

Somerville,  MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
younger  women.  Somerville  Women's  Center, 
38  Union  Square,  (2nd  floor  over  laundromat). 
6pm.  Info:  623-9340. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  childien.  Sup¬ 
port  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 

New  York,  NY  —  General  meeting  of  the 
Committee  of  Lesbian  and  Gay  Male  Social¬ 
ists  at  NY  Marxist  School,  151  W  19th  St.  7th 
floor.  7:30pm.  Info:  988-3012. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Activists  Alliance  regular 
meeting  at  339  Lafayette  St.  (near  Houston). 
8:30pm.  All  are  welcomel 


fridays 


Boston,  MA  —  GCN  proofreading  and  layout 
(basically  cutting  and  pasting  with  a  little  beer 
and  pretzels  on  the  side).  No  experience 
necessary.  We'll  teach  you  all  you  need  to 
knowl  Proofreading  begins  5-lah  and  layout 
6-lsh.  22  Bromfleld  St.  (near  Park  St  and 
Washington  St  subway  stops),  2nd  floor. 
426-4469. 

Boston,  MA  —  North  American  Man  Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA).  Regular  meetings  on 
1st  and  3rd  Thursdays.  8pm.  Glad  Day  Book 
Shop,  22  Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  Info: 
542-0144. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  Youth  United  (LYU). 
Rap  group.  7:30-9:30pm.  For  women  22  and 
under  who  are  or  are  considering  being  lesbi¬ 
ans.  128A  Tremont  St.  (4th  floor):  Call  BAGLY 
(Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth)  at 
338-9472  or  the  Hotline  426-9371  (6pm-mid- 
night). 

Boston,  MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  meeting 
for  people  interested  in  planning  community 
events  as  part  of  the  committee's  year-round 
organizing  work.  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  22 
Bromfield  St.  (near  Park  St.)  7:30pm  sharpish! 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Organi¬ 
zation  for  women.  Discussions  and  social  hour. 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Call  661-3633  tor  info  on  all  DOB  activities. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  Alternative  concert 
series.  Music  of  12th  to  the  20th  centuries. 
12:15-12:45  at  Church  of  the  Covenant,  67 
Newbury  St.  Free  (donations  accepted).  Bring 
your  lunch. 


Boston,  MA  —  Come  to  GCN  office,  22  Brom- 
field  (near  Park  St.  subway  stop),  2nd  floor, 
anytime  after  5  for  as  long  or  as  short  as  you 
like  (until  about  1 1pm)  to  help  send  the  paper 
out  to  subscribers.  (There  are  LOTS  of  them 
and  we  do  need  help!)  Refreshments  and 
4469  l*me*  **en  Bnt*  women  welcome.  428- 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  basketball.  7-9pm. 
Lindemann  Ctr.  (near  Gov’t  Ctr.),  Stannlford 
St.  entrance.  FREE!  Info:  Tony  236-1914. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  swimming  for  men 
and  women  over  40  from  6-7pm.  Swimming  for 
men  of  all  ages  from  7-9pm.  Lindemann  Ctr. 
(near  Gov’t  Ctr.)  Info:  Joe  227-5363. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Over  35 
rap  group  at  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151 
Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  (4th  Friday  and  2nd  Wednesday 
of  each  month). 

Pittsfield,  MA  —  Lesbians  United  meetings. 
Info:  Women’s  Services  Center,  499-2425. 

Naw  York,  NY  —  Consciousness  Raising  oh 
Racism,  sponsored  by  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  (BWMT)/NY.  7:30pm.  Info:  Henry  at 
873-5572  or  799-9432  or  Richard  at  431  4674. 


Saturdays 


Boston,  MA  —  Gay  Youth.  Outings  and  actlvi-  ' 
ties  for  lesbians  and  gay  men  1422.  Organ¬ 
ized  by  the  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesb$ 
an  Youth  (BAGLY).  128A  Tremont  St.  (near 
Park  St.),  4th  floor.  Info:  BAGLY  338-9472 
(Wed.  &  Thur.  eves)  or  Hotline  4269371 
(612pm).  . 

Prorldsncs,  Rl  —  Gay  Youth  Group  meats 
every  other  Saturday.  Info:  272-9247. 

Nsw  York,  NY  —  Gay  Youth  Rap  Group. 
Organized  by  and  for  gay  youth.  14pm.  339 
Lafayette  St.  (one  block  north  of  Houston),  top 
floor.  Open  to  all  lesbian  and  gay  youth  21  and 
under.  Info:  Mark  799-0388  or  Michael 
2362397. 


coming  events 
Oct  2i  tues 

CBS  News  will  air  its  response  to  the  findings 
of  the  National  News  Council  regarding  the 
NGTF  et  al  complaint  against  "Gay  power,  gay 
politics."  National  broadcast  at  10pm  ET. 
Comments  to  the  network  should  be  addres¬ 
sed  to:  Robert  Chandler,  CBS  News,  524  W. 
57th  St.,  NYC  10019 

Boston,  MA  —  "Gay  Youth,”  a  forum 
sponsored  by  the  Mass.  Committee  on  Chil¬ 
dren  and  Youth.  State  St.  Bank  Bldg.,  5th 
floor,  The  Forum  Room,  225  Franklin  St. 
Noon-1 :30pm.  Discussion  of  service  needs  of 
gay  youth  in  Greater  Boston. 

22  wed 

New  York,  NY  —  "Oakdale,  Indiana,"  a  lesbian 
soap  opera  on  WBAI,  99.5FM.  Weds,  at 
6:10pm  and  at  midnight. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  Dykes  Opposed 
to  Nuclear  Technology  (DONT).  7pm.  Info: 
477-4031. 

New  York,  NY—  "The  lesbian/gay  male  crisis: 
separation  or  cooperation?"  Gay  Opinion 
Forum,  348  W.  14th  St.  2nd  floor.  8:30pm.  *2 
donation.  All  are  welcome. 


20  thurs 

Boston,  MA  -  GCN  NEEDS  PROOFREAD¬ 
ERS  AND  LAYOUT  HELP.  IT'S  FUNI  SEE 
THURSDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Task  Force  of  the 
Boston  chapter  of  the  National  Organization 
for  Women  (NOW)  will  meet  at  99  Bishop  Allen 
Dr.,  Central  Sq.  6:30pm.  All  women  are  wel¬ 
come.  Info:  661-6015. 

Boston,  MA  —  An  action  protesting  recent 
federal  and  state  rulings  on  abortion,  spon¬ 
sored  by  Reproductive  Rights  National  Net¬ 
work.  Noon  in  front  of  the  State  House.  Info: 
471-8873. 

New  York,  NY  —  Gay  Women’s  Alternative. 
Elizabeth  Holtzman  will  talk  about  women's 
causes  and  the  gay  community.  Universalist 
Church,  Central  Park  West  at  76th  St.  8pm.  $3 
contribution.  All  women  welcome. 

New  York,  NY  —  Meeting  of  the  writers' 
workshop  of  the  Committee  of  Black  Gay 
Men.  1297  Bergen  St.  #3,  Brooklyn.  6:30pm. 
Into:  Lonny  7748729. 


24  fri 

Boston,  MA  —  GCN  DESPERATELY  NEEDS 
HELP  SENDING  OUT  THE  PAPER  ON  FRIDAY 
EVENINGS!  PLEASE  COME  BY  FOR  A  FEW 
HOURS  IF  YOU  CAN.  ALL  ARE  WELCOME. 
SEE  FRIDAYS  ABOVE  FOR  DETAILS. 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Climbing 
and  canoeing  at  Mt.  Desert  Island,  Maine. 
Info:  Bob  (617)  367-2485  or  Gene  (212) 
4667012. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Dance  sponsored  by 
Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  Student  Assoc,  and 
Radcllffe  Lesbians.  Adams  House,  Plimpton 
and  Bow  Sts.  9pm-2am.  $2  donation. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  Academic  Union  is 
sponsoring  a  talk  by  Virginia  Hoeffdlng, 
"Blaming  the  victim:  biological  determinism 
as  social  Ideology."  Phillips  Brooks  House, 
Harvard  Yard.  8pm.  Refreshments. 

25  sat 

Boston,  MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club. 
Birdwatching  at  Plum  Island.  Info:  Barbara 
(617)547-5201  or  Ted  247-1206. 

Boston,  MA  —  Day  hike  In  Greenfield,  NH, 
sponsored  by  the  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Info: 
Bruce  654-9268. 

Boston,  MA  —  The  Lesblan/Gay  Pride 
Halloween  Party  scheduled  for  the  Museum 
of  Transportation  has  been  cancelled. 
Boston,  MA  —  East  Cost  Gay  Basketball 
Championship,  Lindemann  Center  (Gov’t  Ctr) 
at  3pm.  FREE  and  all  are  welcome. 

Boston,  MA  —  D.O.B.  Potluck  at  156  Warren 
Ave.  (South  End).  $2  contribution.  Bring  food 
to  share.  All  women  welcome. 

26  sun 

Boston,  MA  —  BENEFIT  FOR  DAVID  BRILL 
MEMORIAL  FUND  (TO  HELP  SUPPORT 
GCN’S  BOSTON  COVERAGE).  9  KNOX  ST. 
HORS  D’OEUVRES,  COCKTAILS,  LIVE 
CHAMBER  MUSIC.  3-7PM.  TICKETS 
AVAILABLE  AT  GLAD  DAY  BOOK  SHOP, 
SOMEWHERE,  HERBIES  AND  OTHER 
PLACES.  $10  DONATION. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Closet  Space,  a  weekly 
public  affairs  program  for  lesbians  and  gay 
men,  presents  Eric  and  Fran,  gay  Quakers,  on 
WCAS,  AM740.  11am. 


New  York,  NY  —  Open  Stage  Productions 
presents  a  six  hour  theater,  film,  music,  dance 
and  disco  festival  at  the  Paradise  garage,  84 
Kipg  St.  4  pm.  Info:  247-5827. 

New  York,  NY  —  Tea  Dance  sponsored  by  the 
New  York  Coalition  of  Third  World  Lesbians 
and  Gay  Men.  Chap  and  Rusty’s,  corner  of 
Christie  and  Delaney  Sts.  5pm-2am  Funtf- 
raiser  for  the  NY  Cuban  Refugee  Fund. 

New  York,  NY  —  Potluck  fundraiser  for 
women  In  prison,  sponsored  by  Dykes 
Against  Racism  Everywhere  (DARE).  421  5th 
Ave.,  Bklyn,  2nd  floor.  68pm.  Donation.  All 
women  welcome.  Info:  622-7933. 

27  mon 

Nashua,  NH  —  Halloween  Potluck  Social  for 
Nashua  area  gays.  Info:  (603)  8861305 
New  York,  NY  —  "Women  loving  women  — 
the  legal  complications,”  (part  3)  with  Roz 
Richter,  an  attorney  with  Lambda  Legal  De¬ 
fense.  West  Side  Discussion  Group.  Women's 
meetings  8:30pm.  $2  contribution.  All  women 
welcome. 

26  tues 

Boston,  MA  —  Semi-annual  GCN  membership 
meeting.  Come  prepared  to  nominate  people 
to  our  Board  of  Directors. 

6:30pm.  22  Bromfield  St. 

Salem,  MA  —  "Coming  out/being  out"  a 
community  discussion  sponsored  by  the 
North  Shore  Gay  Alliance  (NSGA)  at  109 
Columbus  Ave.,  Salem  Willows.  7:30pm. 


